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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and keep up the great work. 

What an interesting history there is to Stratford-on-Slaney & the accessibility of maps dating from the 19th century 
showing the village layout is marvelous. Thank you for the suggested walking route, which was most helpful to a first 
time visitor. Your achievements in the last three decades is remarkable, from decline to rejuvenation. This reversal 
of fortune only comes about through community collaboration & a lot of hard work. For a small community your 
committee size is significant & the level of your engagement with other community groups, the local school & public 
agencies is positive. Nurturing a sense of place in the next generation is critical to the continued growth of the 
village & having a dedicated school liaison officer is a good strategy. It is hard to surpass the one to one 
engagements when getting the community on board with new projects & we certainly missed those interactions in 
the past 2 years so delighted to see you are back on track.
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The village has some fine examples of houses with an older pedigree & it is a delight that they are maintained to a 
high standard. They provide the village with character as do the stonewall boundaries. Many of the residences are 
presented well & as in all locations there are a minority where completed work would add to the overall standard. 

The National School is a good example of appropriate architectural design within a village setting & has a plethora 
of amenities. The window boxes had both perennial & annuals planted with lots of blooms on show.

The new community café & shop, under redevelopment, will provide a focal point for the community. Once 
completed, it will enhance the streetscape & the adjudicator next year may be able to enjoy some light 
refreshments. The refurbishment of the Stratford Arms pub will also benefit the village & hopefully it will be 
completed in time for next year’s visit.

St Mary’s Church was gleaming in its new coat of paint on adjudication day. It stands in sharp contrast to the gable 
end of the old schoolhouse. The bell tower will require some maintenance to the wooden canopy. 

John Baptist’s Church is a lovely example of 18th century ecclesiastical design & its location at the end of the road 
presents a wonderful vista.

The village green is a beautiful example of a planned layout & the local stone raised flowerbeds provide a perfect 
location for buxus. You have a wonderful opportunity to plant the inside with perennials rather than annuals like the 
cosmos. The All Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) is the go to guide for planting pollinator friendly perennials & is very 
accessible. https://biodiversityireland.ie/projects/all-ireland-pollinator-plan/  The perennial planting in the triangular 
railway sleeper bed presents a wonderful colour palette. One of the surrounds will need replacing. The village pump 
stands very proudly on the green & you are fortunate that it has been retained. The four bollards with a fresh coat of 
paint would enhance the feature. The seat on the green is in need of some attention to present it at its best.
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The village green is a beautiful example of a planned layout & the local stone raised flowerbeds provide a perfect 
location for buxus. You have a wonderful opportunity to plant the inside with perennials rather than annuals like the 
cosmos. The All Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) is the go to guide for planting pollinator friendly perennials & is very 
accessible. https://biodiversityireland.ie/projects/all-ireland-pollinator-plan/  The perennial planting in the triangular 
railway sleeper bed presents a wonderful colour palette. One of the surrounds will need replacing. The village pump 
stands very proudly on the green & you are fortunate that it has been retained. The four bollards with a fresh coat of 
paint would enhance the feature. The seat on the green is in need of some attention to present it at its best.

The green areas in front of & across from St Mary’s Church are a bonus in a village setting where space sometimes 
can be at a premium. You have significant space here for more tree planting especially if the tree that has failed is 
removed. There are many organizations involved in the provision of trees to local community groups – Wicklow 
County Council provide saplings during National Tree Week which the school has availed of; Reforest Nation 
(https://www.reforestnation.ie/) Easy Treesie (https://easytreesie.com/) The long meadow here looks rich with flower 
& grass species. A great opportunity to survey what species exist there – perhaps a survey the school children 
could adopt. Once again use the resources of the Biodiversity Data Centre.

The planter boxes were showing a great display of pollinator friendly perennials with stunning colours. Well done to 
your local young gentlemen on their construction – sturdy yet aesthetically pleasing. The planted milk churns on the 
plinth present a nod to your agricultural environs.

The Community garden had a bounty of fruit – summer raspberries, pink gooseberries & perhaps yellow plums or 
apricots in the glasshouse. The area to the front presented a cottage like feel with the colourful seating 
arrangement. However, the rest of the garden appeared to have had an uncontrolled growth spurt. It would be 
difficult presently to avail of the maze, willow structures or the raised beds. Are there future plans to reconstruct the 
glasshouse that is presently in a state of disrepair? It was lovely to be met by several hens feeding on the verges.

As viewed on the plans, there is a large garden set aside for development at the Community Café by you for the 
community & perhaps for the supply of produce to the new café.

Lockdown made us all appreciate our local environs & many discovered walking & hiking as a new pastime. The 
erection of your new walkway signpost showing 3 potential linear walk options will provide visitors with reasons to 
stop & stay awhile. This combined with the new café will see Stratford attract more footfall. 

The school appears to be immersed in nature – weekly gardening lessons resulting in plants for the school window 
boxes; creation of a wormery; craft making using nature’s bounty – what experiences to recall in time & life skills 
acquired. The use of the walks by the school provides opportunities for learning as does the refreshed wildlife board 
on the village green.

It is encouraging to see the vast array of pollinator friendly plants throughout the village. Have you considered 
undertaking monitoring surveys e.g. Flower Insect Timed (FIT) Count or encourage community members to become 
Citizen Scientists (https://biodiversityireland.ie/projects/citizen-science/) 

It was disappointing to observe the cutting of the hedge around the Bring Bank centre on adjudication day as the 
months for cutting doe not commence again until September 1st.

The resurfacing of the roads within the village was no doubt most welcome & it makes it easier to maintain 
kerbsides. Kerbsides were free of weeds, no doubt assisted by the newly resurfaced roads. All street furniture was 
clean as a result of your work with the exception of the road signage at the village green. The leaf cages are a 
brilliant idea & their location near the trees reduces the work involved in removing the raked leaves to a compost 
area while keeping the village looking tidy.

It would be worth conducting a survey of redundant poles within the village & contacting the council to have them 
removed – less unnecessary clutter.

Now your observation of the increase in litter on Fridays due to a change in school lunches is most interesting – 
processed foods that are purchased rather than homemade perhaps.

Your weekly Wednesday litter patrols with the school is an inspired walk & learn experience for all school children. 
Well done. Your daily litter patrols certainly are paying dividends as not one piece of litter was observed on the visit.

It is commendable that you are cultivating your own plants for the village flowerbeds & containers from your own 
seed collection & cuttings. This is a skill not many communities have retained. It would be invaluable to share this 
skill with others and perhaps write an article for the Tidy Towns newsletter.

You certainly are very sustainable from a gardening viewpoint – rainwater harvesting, creation of your own compost, 
reusing scaffolding timbers for raised bed surrounds, etc.

You might tell us more about the schools program & waste food program you ran this year – was it online or in 
person & how many attended. The opening of the Community Café will allow you to expand the courses on 
sustainability.

Do refer to the updated Tidy Towns handbook for lots of ideas on this topic.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



It would be worth conducting a survey of redundant poles within the village & contacting the council to have them 
removed – less unnecessary clutter.

Now your observation of the increase in litter on Fridays due to a change in school lunches is most interesting – 
processed foods that are purchased rather than homemade perhaps.

Your weekly Wednesday litter patrols with the school is an inspired walk & learn experience for all school children. 
Well done. Your daily litter patrols certainly are paying dividends as not one piece of litter was observed on the visit.

The estate of Winetavern Manor was looking well & the issues at the entrance appear to have been resolved. It 
takes perseverance so you are to be applauded for achieving the results you set out. There is an opportunity for the 
residents there to add more trees or indeed a mini orchard. Check out “DC for Bees” who provide communities 
groups with fruit trees. https://www.hostinireland.com/dc-s-for-bees  They might also be encouraged to leave some 
of the green areas unmown for biodiversity.

The new countywide bilingual signage creates a uniformity & is aesthetically pleasing. Your signs on the approach 
roads are a mix of ones with planting underneath & low meadows. The enclosed photo of the verges of one of the 
approach roads awash with dandelion blooms is a stunning photo. It is good to see you are allowing verges to grow 
& cutting the edges.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The future is bright for Stratford-on-Slaney & with the completion of the two prominent buildings the village will 
present a stunning picture. There is some work to complete in a few areas however nothing that a meitheal would 
not accomplish within a short period of time. Well done on your journey to date & your adjudicator looks forward to 
renewing their acquaintance with the village in the future. As an aside, the attached photographs demonstrated an 
artist’s eye behind the camera.


