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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara SuperValu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and keep up the great work. 

Your adjudicator is reminded of Anatole France’s statement “To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but 
also dream; not only plan, but also believe” This epitomises Rathdangan’s community. It is remarkable that 20% of 
the community are either on the committee or volunteering & clearly the rest are keenly involved given the number 
of events held annually, monthly & weekly. It is heartening to hear how well both agencies & businesses support 
your work that is so important for project completion. 

Great to hear the local children & youth are actively engaged with the Tidy Towns in a number of activities. Do any 
of your youth get involved with you when completing their Gaisce awards as part of their Transition Year (TY) 
programme? The Rathdangan Community Council Facebook is a busy page & the number of followers is incredible 
given the population size.  

We look forward to reading your 5 Year Community Development Plan in next year’s submission.
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How interesting Rathdangan has a number of buildings listed on the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage and 
it was lovely to see the changes that have occurred over the years. The vernacular architecture is a delight to see, 
as is the exposed granite façades. The retention of the shoeing stone & village pump in situ are real gems & great to 
see the former included on the Heritage Trail.

The Community Centre was resplendent with its freshly painted exterior & the timber seating outside presented a 
striking contrast of colour. The building certainly fulfills lots of functions – location of the defibrillator, community 
notice board, village café two days a week, availability of Wi-Fi in addition to its use as a hub for activities & events. 
The timber half door & the timber windows are unusual to see insitu as many have, unfortunately, transitioned to 
PVC. Although with an energy upgrade you may have no choice in their retention. As the Community Centre is in 
use on a regular basis, it makes sense to invest in its renovation & energy. We wish you the very best of luck with all 
the work next year.

The Marian Grotto clearly takes pride of place in the village & the backdrop to the grotto is simply majestic. The area 
is very well maintained.

The information board provides a fantastic aerial map of the village & its environs. The snippets of history offer the 
visitor a brief insight into Rathdangan heritage & the visual Heritage Trail provides one with the opportunity to 
ramble with purpose.

Cranerin Graveyard has one of the most panoramic views from its entrance. The work completed on the boundary 
wall, entrance gates & car parking area out front are exemplary. The iron or wrought iron railings surrounding the 
graveyard are most unusual & fantastic to see them in such good order. It was interesting to note visitors drive into 
the graveyard itself to visit family plots.
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is very well maintained.

The information board provides a fantastic aerial map of the village & its environs. The snippets of history offer the 
visitor a brief insight into Rathdangan heritage & the visual Heritage Trail provides one with the opportunity to 
ramble with purpose.

Cranerin Graveyard has one of the most panoramic views from its entrance. The work completed on the boundary 
wall, entrance gates & car parking area out front are exemplary. The iron or wrought iron railings surrounding the 
graveyard are most unusual & fantastic to see them in such good order. It was interesting to note visitors drive into 
the graveyard itself to visit family plots.

The Community playground is a beauty located as it is in easy access of the village, predominantly laid in grass with 
timber structures & what a backdrop. Having seating areas for chats & picnics creates a lovely ambiance. The linear 
planted bed running parallel to the entrance driveway has matured nicely. The various beds with the perennial 
planting schemes offer colour, texture & variety. Your plans for a sensory garden & meditative space are exciting. 
Wicklow must be the place for sensory gardens as both Greystones & Knockananna have established them this 
year. If any of the community is visiting either place, do check them out for ideas.

The landscaping of the wall top bed opposite the Community Hall displayed plenty of colour. The persicaria was 
thriving & a great choice for that location as once established it is a drought resistant. It is a plant beloved of bees & 
pollinators & has the added benefit of being easily divided – a winning combination. The spirea too is a great choice 
of shrub & thriving in its location.

As your adjudicator only has the opportunity to see Rathdangan in one season, summer, do share photos of your 
spring bulbs in bloom. As no doubt you are using the All Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) as a reference guide for your 
plans for planting you will know that both daffodils & tulips offer little or no nectar for early bees & pollinators. If you 
have space & can, do include muscari, snowdrops & crocus.

How fortunate to have had a committee member able to commit to completing the Wicklow Biodiversity Training last 
year. It is even better that the homework involved looking at their home village objectively to determine where & how 
Rathdangan could improve the lot of biodiversity locally. They did not waste time in commencing the process. Well 
done on holding two Nature Walks & taking on board suggestions offered by an experienced ecologist. 

The amenity area is the perfect location for your nature timber pile home for invertebrates & the wildflower corner 
will be a magnet for all your winged pollinators. Your plans for a native hedge there will fit in perfectly & if there is 
any space you might consider an edible section. Will you have the children involved in the creation of the bug hotel? 
Once these are all established, you have a wonderful opportunity to develop Citizen Scientists of the next 
generation. The resources available online at the National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) are remarkable, easily 
attainable & interesting e.g. the Flower Insect Timed (FIT) Count is a great way to keep children entertained for 10 
minute sessions. Check out https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/fit-counts/ The NBDC’s surveys would be a good 
next step for monitoring the biodiversity in Rathdangan. 

Cranerin Graveyard has the mix of new & old graves & it was good to see some areas left for biodiversity. There is 
an excellent guide for faith communities on actions to help pollinators in church grounds & graveyards 
https://pollinators.
ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Faith-Communities_actions-to-help-pollinators-2018-WEB.pdf Are the 
yew trees located there protected? It may be worth considering. 

Delighted to see the grass in the playground & Community Sports Grounds has a reduced mowing regime with 
plenty of clover on display. There is potential in both these areas for mini orchards - “DC for Bees” is an initiative to 
create mini orchards in communities. https://www.hostinireland.com/dc-s-for-bees

You have progressed well in the creation of your Sustainable Energy Community (SEC) & have adopted an 
eminently sensible approach to partnering with St Patrick’s Missionary Society in Kiltegan. They certainly are 
focused on producing energy from renewable resources with their wind turbine, solar panels, geo-thermal heating & 
willow plantations for biomass fuel. There is a significant body of work involved in the Energy Master Plan however 
you are in good hands.

As the whole community will benefit from the upgraded & energy efficient Community Centre, it would be an 
opportune time to share energy tips on your social media page. https://www.seai.
ie/home-energy/energy-saving-tips/ There is also a Home Energy Saving Kit available on loan from libraries in 
Wicklow.

It seems highly unlikely Rathdangan is not doing more in the area of sustainability. There are signs of you 
sustainably gardening & catering – splitting & dividing up perennial plants rather than purchasing new; reuse of 
timber planks in the Community playground amenity area and the use of delph rather than disposables at the Village 
Pantry. There is a wealth of ideas on this area in the updated Tidy Towns Handbook some of which you will already 
be doing. Also many of your neighbours in Wicklow are leading the charge in this area, get chatting & meeting with 
them.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



Impressive is the only adjective your adjudicator can use with regard to the tidiness & lack of litter. The residents 
must be out daily sweeping the streets.

Congratulations on your Pure Mile award, hard work rewarded. It is significant that your Pure Mile volunteers 
number 30 & cover 10 miles of the four approach roads. That is quite an achievement & goes a long way to 
explaining the lack of visible litter. Your weekly litter-picking regime explains the rest. Well done.

All signs were clean & there appeared to be no “vacant’ poles within the village.

Pantry. There is a wealth of ideas on this area in the updated Tidy Towns Handbook some of which you will already 
be doing. Also many of your neighbours in Wicklow are leading the charge in this area, get chatting & meeting with 
them.

The residences in the village are presented to a very high standard with either beautifully presented gardens, 
window boxes or containers.

You are fortunate to have very few derelict or unoccupied buildings. Are there any plans for the two houses on the 
terrace on the Donard Road?

As could be seen on adjudication day, more homes are being built in Rathdangan & it would be hoped they will add 
to the village character.

The new monochrome signage on each of the approach roads creates an elegant first impression. The short cut 
verges & wildflowers in the thriving hedgerows create a wonderful vista. Your plan to create low dry stonewalls at 
the base of the signs filled with pollinator friendly plants will present a lovely picture & more food sources for 
pollinators.

It was fascinating to realize that the stones projecting from the stonewall were traditional stone milk stands. This is 
definitely one to add to your Heritage Trail. How fortunate you are to have been able to source traditional churns & 
what a visual installation for all to see later this year.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Thank you very much for an excellent map that was accessible for a first time visiting adjudicator. There was a page 
headed Future Projects however there were no further details underneath & we do like to know your plans for the 
next 3/5 years. You can include it in next year’s submission.

There can be no dispute that everything you do is for the community of Rathdangan. For a small community, it is 
astonishing the services & amenities you have created & continue to provide for all residents. It would be hoped that 
the Village Pantry could attract more volunteers in order to open for another day or two as a local meeting place is 
worth its weight in gold. The renovation plans for the Community Hall will provide an improved facility.

Your plans for the enhancement of the Community Playground & the amenity area there in addition to your plans for 
biodiversity will keep you busy this year & next. We look forward to hearing about their progression & completion & 
wish you all the best with your endeavours.


