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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara SuperValu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and keep up the great work. 

Congratulations are due on a number of fronts to Kiltegan. Firstly & most importantly for Kiltegan’s future, the 
creation of Kiltegan Community Network incorporating all groups within the community. As Henry Ford said “Coming 
together is a beginning, staying together is progress, and working together is success”. With this impetus, there is 
no end to the projects you will see from inception to completion. Secondly, what an accolade to receive a Special 
Award at the IPB Pride of Place competition for the development of your community fitness hub.

It is evident your group is embedded into the community with the long list of groups with whom you collaborate & the 
agencies from whom you receive support, advice & funding. Communication is key to ensuring cohesiveness & 
delighted to see you are using all means at your disposal. While your followers on social media are small in number 
presently, as you post more news feeds on various topics on a more regular basis, this will grow rapidly as other 
local communities have discovered to their satisfaction.

Delighted that you have close relationships with all four local schools & it was a pleasure to read the individual 
reports from each school. They are all to be commended for their work on a variety of topics. It is heartening to hear 
the three National Schools are each actively involved in the Green Schools programme with Green Flags achieved 
& working towards their next flag.
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This was your adjudicator’s first visit to Kiltegan & what a picturesque village. The impressive entrance to 
Humewood Castle located in the centre of the village is striking while the laneway leading up to St Peter’s Church of 
Ireland church & graveyard creates a lovely vista. It is no surprise that several of the residences in the village are 
listed in the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage & are very well preserved. Your 19th century heritage adds 
such character to the streetscape, as do the street furniture.

The terrace of houses, some with exposed granite facades, and stunning enclosed gardens present a idyllic image. 
The wrought iron railings on stonewalls or standing solitary are well maintained & present a eye-catching flow as far 
as they go. The railings beside the former school would be enhanced with a fresh coat of paint. The school building 
itself has been lovingly restored & is an imposing structure. The two communal cow-tailed pumps, dazzling in green, 
were a pleasure to see, as was the milk churn installation.

Kiltegan National School set back from the main thoroughfare is well maintained with a striking stonewall entrance & 
sweep. The low height of the building coupled with the large lawned areas nestles it neatly within the village. 
Tinkerbell Pre-School was looking lovely with its freshly painted façade & new signage. Scoil Naomh Brid in 
Talbotstown was looking resplendent in a lovely sage green & the grounds were maintained well. Scoil Treasa 
Naofa, Tynock is a well-blended mix of old & new architecture & lovely to see the plaque dating from 1947 on 
display.

The business premises in the village were presented well. You are to be commended for acquiring the derelict 
garage site & your plans are ambitious however over time achievable. It will provide Kiltegan with an exceptional 
amenity upon completion.

St Tegan’s Hall’s façade was looking presentable although the door on the side would benefit from the same paint 
treatment as all the other doors. The newly resurfaced car park to the front & sides makes a remarkable difference 
to the overall impression.

The Community Fitness Hub is an amazing amenity & great to see accessibility for all is ensured with the newly 
installed handrail. Your plans for a mural are welcome as there is a lot of hard grey surfacing that would benefit from 
colour. It was noted on adjudication day the plethora of advertising hoardings both at the entrance & on the back 
wall. It is understandable contributors & local businesses wish to have their names displayed however one central 
location may work better than a dispersed array.

There is potential in Kiltegan for a Heritage Trail. It would be worth chatting with the local Heritage Officer to explore 
the possibility. Do you hold any activities during Heritage Week in August each year? Kiltegan has no shortage of 
material with which to share with visitors & locals alike.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:
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331
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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Mark
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TOTAL MARK 550 331

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

07/07/2022

 



Kiltegan National School set back from the main thoroughfare is well maintained with a striking stonewall entrance & 
sweep. The low height of the building coupled with the large lawned areas nestles it neatly within the village. 
Tinkerbell Pre-School was looking lovely with its freshly painted façade & new signage. Scoil Naomh Brid in 
Talbotstown was looking resplendent in a lovely sage green & the grounds were maintained well. Scoil Treasa 
Naofa, Tynock is a well-blended mix of old & new architecture & lovely to see the plaque dating from 1947 on 
display.

The business premises in the village were presented well. You are to be commended for acquiring the derelict 
garage site & your plans are ambitious however over time achievable. It will provide Kiltegan with an exceptional 
amenity upon completion.

St Tegan’s Hall’s façade was looking presentable although the door on the side would benefit from the same paint 
treatment as all the other doors. The newly resurfaced car park to the front & sides makes a remarkable difference 
to the overall impression.

The Community Fitness Hub is an amazing amenity & great to see accessibility for all is ensured with the newly 
installed handrail. Your plans for a mural are welcome as there is a lot of hard grey surfacing that would benefit from 
colour. It was noted on adjudication day the plethora of advertising hoardings both at the entrance & on the back 
wall. It is understandable contributors & local businesses wish to have their names displayed however one central 
location may work better than a dispersed array.

There is potential in Kiltegan for a Heritage Trail. It would be worth chatting with the local Heritage Officer to explore 
the possibility. Do you hold any activities during Heritage Week in August each year? Kiltegan has no shortage of 
material with which to share with visitors & locals alike.

It is indisputable that the Village Green is a jewel in your crown. This amenity in a village is priceless. How generous 
of community residents to sponsor the four picnic benches that have been installed there. The replacement of the 
leylandii hedge with a holly hedge is transformative & one can only imagine it within a few years in berry in late 
autumn. The retention of the restored shoeing stone is a bonus & such an increasingly rare historical artifact.  The 
linear flowerbed behind will as it matures add colour, texture & variety & on the day of the visit there was a lovely 
show of purple. The other flowerbeds on the green were displaying great colour. The bed at the front with the 
heuchera would benefit from further planting & the colour scheme here of reds provides a nice pop of colour.

You referenced spring bulb planting with Humewood Estate – do include photos in next year’s submission of these 
in bloom. As adjudicators we only get to see one season’s blooms & it is always a joy to see the centre in flower at 
other times.

Have you plans for further tree planting or even an edible hedge at the Community Fitness Hub? There are so many 
projects now where it is possible to source native trees e.g. Easy Treesie www.easytreesie.com; Reforest Nation 
www.reforestnation.ie; NeighbourWood Scheme run by the Forest Service 
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/grants/management-grants/neighbourwood-scheme/ 

The landscaping at the Community Fitness Hub with the box hedging on the slope & wildflower meadow at the 
stream adds interest to what could be a monotonous green space. There is potential here for further infill of plants in 
the shrub area of the car park running parallel to the road, as you have recognized in your plans. Indeed to soften 
some of the grey walls, a creeper like honeysuckle might be considered.

It was good to see you favour planted beds rather than containers as with the latter there is increasing maintenance 
& demanding water usage. Tinkerbell Pre-School’s two stone planters added attractive bursts of colour & negate the 
need for the window boxes.

It is truly remarkable that all four schools have embraced educating the children in the area on biodiversity. As all 
four schools are actively engaged in biodiversity actions, it may be an opportune time to use the curriculum based 
resources of the National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) https://biodiversityireland.ie/ e.g. Spotter Sheets, Flower 
Insect Timed (FIT) Count; surveys etc. Visits from local environmentalists create a wonderful opportunity for children 
to realize the wildlife neighbours who live alongside them daily & appreciate how we can all live in harmony.  

The wildflower meadow by the stream in the Community Fitness Hub creates a great wildlife corridor & it would be 
interesting to conduct a survey of the plants, insects & wildlife now inhabiting the area. There are resources 
available on the NBDC website where you can upload your findings.

The wildflower meadow beside Tyneclash old graveyard is simply stunning, another great location for monitoring 
species. The avenue of yew trees at this graveyard is a charming sight. Are they protected?  There is an excellent 
publication for graveyards & church lands “Faith Communities: Actions to help Pollinators” which would be well 
worth a read. https://pollinators.ie/faith-communities/  Your adjudicator was delighted to witness a heron take flight 
from the Douglas River. Do you know if bats reside there under Kiltegan Bridge? The River Douglas offers an 
opportunity to engage with LAWPRO on their Citizens in Science programme. https://lawaters.ie/citizen-science/ 

Thank you for the nature update from Humewood. We look forward next year to hearing if any of the 11 newly 
installed drey boxes were occupied by red squirrels & if the owl nest boxes planned for installation this year were 
successful in attracting residents. The use of barley straw in the Estate lakes to inhibit algae growth is intriguing & 
well done on finding an ecologically sound solution. The planting of in excess of 6,000 native trees in the past three 
years is a notable achievement & well done on their plans for more tree planting.

With all the work you have carried out to date in this area, your plans to generate a Biodiversity Action Plan, once 
funding is secured for an initial assessment, is the natural next step for you. It will provide you with a roadmap for 
the future.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



Thank you for the nature update from Humewood. We look forward next year to hearing if any of the 11 newly 
installed drey boxes were occupied by red squirrels & if the owl nest boxes planned for installation this year were 
successful in attracting residents. The use of barley straw in the Estate lakes to inhibit algae growth is intriguing & 
well done on finding an ecologically sound solution. The planting of in excess of 6,000 native trees in the past three 
years is a notable achievement & well done on their plans for more tree planting.

With all the work you have carried out to date in this area, your plans to generate a Biodiversity Action Plan, once 
funding is secured for an initial assessment, is the natural next step for you. It will provide you with a roadmap for 
the future.

Congratulations to Tynock National School on attaining their Green Flag for Litter & Waste & assisting in the task of 
litter picking in the village, well done.
You are to be commended for the impeccable state of the roads, kerbsides & footpaths. On adjudication day, there 
was not an iota of litter to be seen. It is obvious that the bi-weekly & weekly work of the Community Employment 
workers coupled with the Pure Mile groups & local residents has the collection of litter firmly under control. It is 
heartening to hear levels of dumping are significantly less than in previous years. The use of the road sweeper after 
paths & kerbsides are prepared makes the best use of this resource. 

The issue of blocked drains is one to keep on a regular maintenance programme as it prevents any potential 
flooding. Poles & signage were clean & clearly visible & there appeared to be no “vacant” poles.

The schools & sports clubs are certainly leading the way in this area – installation of new cycle & scooter racks; use 
of smaller buses for external activities; school lighting upgrades; appointment of classroom officers with 
responsibility for reducing water & energy consumption, focus on segregating waste properly while reducing it first, 
clothes recycling; sports equipment swaps; encouraging car pooling and ensuring bird feeders are full. Well done to 
all involved, as these are behaviours that will be taken home & hopefully taken on board by parents & guardians.

With increasing energy costs, the installation of LED lighting with remote control at the playing pitches was timely. 
You have an ideal opportunity to share with a receptive audience, via social media, tips on reducing energy usage. 
https://www.seai.ie/home-energy/energy-saving-tips/ Are you part of a Sustainable Energy Community (SEC)? We 
understand your neighbours, Kiltegan Fathers, have established several energy saving projects. These may provide 
some interesting insights for you when planning the new Community Hub.

There are so many campaigns in this area & many of your Wicklow neighbours are championing activities focused 
on different areas. The updated Tidy Towns Handbook provides a mine of further information from which to choose.

There is a great sense of pride shown by the majority of Kiltegan residents who keep their homes, gardens & 
boundary areas well maintained & presented.

The four estates are fortunate to have green areas, many with mature trees & planted areas. Have you approached 
the residents or the associations about creating wildflower meadows or areas within the estates? There is also 
scope in some estates for mini orchards, edible hedges or more native tree saplings. “DC for Bees” is an initiative to 
create mini orchards in communities.  https://www.hostinireland.com/dc-s-for-bees It would be interesting to know 
what the mowing regime is for the open green areas in the estates.

The four new planters under the signs on approach roads are well coordinated & it is encouraging to see the verges 
benefit from reduced mowing, as there were plenty of low growing wild flowers on display.

The stonewalls that epitomize the area & that line the approach roads to Kiltegan are generally in a good state of 
repair. It is fantastic to hear that Humewood Estate are invested in continuing to maintain existing walls & restore 
those that have fallen into disrepair. Well done to the council & the estate on plans to reinstate the granite wall & 
replace the fence & post railing on the Baltinglass Road.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Kiltegan is astonishingly well endowed with its built environment, natural heritage & abundant natural resources. 
The determination of the community to enhance their lives & leave a legacy for the next generation is admirable. 
Your plans for the new Community Hub, sports grounds enhancements, biodiversity action plan & more will keep 
you busy for many years to come. 

Your goal to once again regain the overall title is admirable & you are well on your way. 

A few points for next year’s submission, all easily adopted. Firstly, in order to make your answers pop from the 
page, it would be advisable to use a different font & colour other than that used in the actual application. Secondly, 
there is some repetition thus the volume of the submission in following years could be reduced. 

It was a pleasure to make a first visit to Kiltegan & thank you for an excellent map & legend that makes every 
adjudicator’s visit a smooth experience. We wish you well in your future endeavours.
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