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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and keep up the great work. 

Your gender-balanced committee of 22 & volunteers of 44 have achieved a lot in the past 12 months. Your group is 
proof that as Helen Keller said “Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much”. Working as you do with 
other community, social, public bodies, agencies & other groups ensures you reach into the community, engage 
people on projects & as you say hopefully attract more volunteers. The last 2 years has demonstrated the need for a 
sense of community. You are very well supported by the local business community & your pie chart is a great visual 
presentation of the support you have received from so many for the Sensory Garden project. Great to see local 
businesses support your volunteers with sustenance too!

The dissemination of information to the community is a full time job given the various modes of communication 
today – while social media is spotlighted, it is good to see you are cognizant of those who favour paper & ink. Your 
Facebook page is a great window from which to share a variety of content, promote your events & activities & foster 
community, which you do exceptionally well.

It is so important to engage the next generation with the work of the Tidy Towns & it is clear from your social media 
that you work hard to have an active Junior Tidy Towns program. The participation of the primary & secondary 
schools, Beavers/Cubs/Scout groups in various projects is wonderful especially when the curriculum dovetails nicely 
with your work as seen when Greystones Community College volunteered as part of their Natures Way Wellbeing 
module. The Gaisce Awards many communities have found provides a steady stream of willing volunteers. 

Embracing new residents who have chosen Greystones as their permanent home or those like the Ukrainians or 
direct provision community who do not know how long they will call Greystones home is the Céad Míle Fáilte for 
which we Irish are renowned. Your 4 pronged initiative “Turn Greystones Yellow” was well thought out & we look 
forward to seeing the photos of all those thousands of sunflowers in bloom. Do send them in for possible inclusion in 
the Tidy Towns newsletter. The involvement of Spanish international students provides them with a multi faceted 
experience & your group with an additional workforce.

Not feeling you have a place in society where you can thrive is damaging to each individual as well as to society as 
a whole. How fitting that Autism Alliance members were eager to get involved in the Sensory Garden project. The 
continued participation of Carrig Eden residents & participants of the Restorative Justice programme is clearly a 
mutually beneficial relationship. 

The holding of the LivCom Community & Volunteer Groups Expo was an excellent way to inform the community 
about the support & services on offer in the locality. The posters for the “We Need U” drive are eye catching & 
obviously effective – well done. Congratulations to your volunteer who was recognized with local awards. 

The importance of working with other Tidy Towns groups cannot be underestimated – sharing of resources, 
expertise & ideas, sounding boards, buying groups etc. Keep building on those relationships.
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mutually beneficial relationship. 

The holding of the LivCom Community & Volunteer Groups Expo was an excellent way to inform the community 
about the support & services on offer in the locality. The posters for the “We Need U” drive are eye catching & 
obviously effective – well done. Congratulations to your volunteer who was recognized with local awards. 

The importance of working with other Tidy Towns groups cannot be underestimated – sharing of resources, 
expertise & ideas, sounding boards, buying groups etc. Keep building on those relationships.

Greystones still has a village feel principally due to the fact that the buildings on either side of the Church Street are 
not higher than three stories & retain their above shop residential feel. The vast majority of commercial businesses 
have freshly painted colorful exteriors & quite good signage. One can only imagine how impactful the planned 
improvements to Church Street as laid out in the Public Realm – Streetscapes strategic plan.

Your adjudicator’s head was spinning on entering the Sensory Garden – so much achieved in such a small space, 
incredible work by yourselves & so many other contributors. From the Narnia like entrance to the opening up of the 
space to reveal a multitude of visual delights, the experience was memorable. The planting scheme is inspired and 
glowed with colour on the day of adjudication & the backdrops of colour on the hard surfaces would brighten the 
dullest of days. The photography on the Wall of Memories is so evocative. The vast majority of the plants were 
thriving, not sure your adjudicator has seen such healthy Lamb’s Ear & Heuchera. The climber, passion fruit 
perhaps, on the archway appeared to be somewhat stressed judging from the leaves. Well done on getting over the 
line with such a legacy project. 

Who would not want to spend part of their commute sitting in a garden train station! The dramatic difference 
between what is in situ presently at the end of the platform and the section under construction demonstrates the 
amazing power of soft landscaping. Clearly it is presently a work in progress as the area was cordoned off however 
the completed sections gave a real indication of how phase 1 will look when finished. The railway sleepers are an 
appropriate choice of material for the bed surrounds. Delighted to see existing trees were not removed rather 
subsumed into the new planting scheme. Your plans for phase 2 over the next few years with an outdoor gallery will 
amaze visitors & commuters alike. 

What more could you ask for – taking in a sea view while chatting with friends. The new seating & planting at La 
Touche Road car park does wonders for a hard landscaped area. The grasses & flowers were thriving & the seats 
were in use by those enjoying a picnic. The area to the left hand side of the steps would benefit from some 
attention. The adjacent lower planted bed was a riot of blue & lovely to see someone had placed a dog bowl at the 
watering station.

Picnic Field’s wild grass meadows were in the process of being cut on adjudication day & it was great to see so 
many walkers & cyclists pass through.  The Community School’s weekly work here really does prove the old adage 
“Many hands make light work” Taking responsibility for a specific area regularly is a good strategy.

The town playground was abuzz with activity all day long during the visit & the ease of access for families no doubt 
a big draw in addition to the public conveniences, recycling receptacles & beach access. 

The combination town planters & seats presented a lovely uniform blue & white colour scheme of pollinator friendly 
perennials. However some of the trees in the planters were either dead or dying & there may be a need to 
determine the cause in order not to have a repeat. Other planted beds were blooming & you appear to have rid 
yourselves of red valerian as the Watson & Johnson bed was awash with blue agapanthus but it may be lurking.

Burnaby Park was a visual delight & as the day was sunny it was lovely to see groups sitting out enjoying the park’s 
lawns. The curved edges of the wide beds alongside the sandy coloured gravel gives a real seaside feel to the area 
– most suitable. Once again, the continuation of same colour scheme works so well & the lavender was thriving. 
The park is a gem with so much packed into a relatively small area. St Crispin’s Heritage Park is a hidden oasis of 
tranquility & is maintained to a high standard with lovely mown paths & an in flower escallonia hedge. 

It was most apparent on adjudication day that the availability of walking & cycling paths, cycle parking bays, water 
stations, public seating and accessible transportation has residents out of their cars & availing of these amenities. In 
all areas, the public conveniences were spotless & an outside tap at La Touch car park a sensible addition. Your 
Access Greystones project makes life a lot easier for the municipality if residents are highlighting areas for 
improvement & as these are actioned residents will have more buy in.

In summary, your adjudicator can see why there is an influx of new residents & a demand for further housing when 
Greystones has so much to offer.

The Shoreline Roundabout is an outstanding example of how a wide spread phenomenon in most urban areas can 
be landscaped to be seen & appreciated from the approach. The beach theme is appropriate for Greystones & your 
choice of drought resistant plants is a sensible option. Well done on taking advantage of self-seeded plants located 
elsewhere. The splitter islands grasses were swaying & the flowers in full colour. 

The number of beds you have created & thus have to maintain is both remarkable & challenging. The Kindlestown 
Road Lower bed is astonishing due to its existing length & breadth & will be a cause for celebration once completed. 
The trees & shrubs were doing quite well with pops of colour here & there. The Eden Road bed was swaying with 
yellow blooms & is a lovely intersection between the colourful businesses located on opposite sides. Tiglin has 
adopted a similar landscaping approach & the bed inside their boundary wall has grasses & perennials. Your 
continued engagement here is mutually beneficial. 

The Killincarrig roundabout peripheral beds were generally looking quite well considering the amount of 
development taking place in the vicinity. The bed of pink & red ground cover roses will in time infill fully as could be 
seen already in certain sections. The bed at the Mill Road approach was a riot of summer cover. How wonderful that 
residents will volunteer to take responsibility for a bed as in the case at Crowe Bank – it was looking well on 
adjudication day. As referenced above, the beds at Burnaby Park are worthy of inclusion in a Monet paining. Mill 
Lane Community Orchard is thriving & as you have indicated there is much potential there for future projects in the 
surrounding area, perhaps even an edible hedgerow or a nut orchard.
 
The existing beds at the train station were thriving with stunning colour displays. Your adjudicator was taken with the 
Trafalgar Road bed – the colour scheme complemented the steel structure & the roses were blooming.

As the golf club occupies a large green lung in Greystones, have you made them aware of or provided them with a 
link to the pollinator-friendly management of sports clubs publication? https://pollinators.ie/sports-clubs/ It would be 
wonderful if all Greystones sports clubs could be on a journey to make their spaces biodiversity-friendly.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:



The number of beds you have created & thus have to maintain is both remarkable & challenging. The Kindlestown 
Road Lower bed is astonishing due to its existing length & breadth & will be a cause for celebration once completed. 
The trees & shrubs were doing quite well with pops of colour here & there. The Eden Road bed was swaying with 
yellow blooms & is a lovely intersection between the colourful businesses located on opposite sides. Tiglin has 
adopted a similar landscaping approach & the bed inside their boundary wall has grasses & perennials. Your 
continued engagement here is mutually beneficial. 

The Killincarrig roundabout peripheral beds were generally looking quite well considering the amount of 
development taking place in the vicinity. The bed of pink & red ground cover roses will in time infill fully as could be 
seen already in certain sections. The bed at the Mill Road approach was a riot of summer cover. How wonderful that 
residents will volunteer to take responsibility for a bed as in the case at Crowe Bank – it was looking well on 
adjudication day. As referenced above, the beds at Burnaby Park are worthy of inclusion in a Monet paining. Mill 
Lane Community Orchard is thriving & as you have indicated there is much potential there for future projects in the 
surrounding area, perhaps even an edible hedgerow or a nut orchard.
 
The existing beds at the train station were thriving with stunning colour displays. Your adjudicator was taken with the 
Trafalgar Road bed – the colour scheme complemented the steel structure & the roses were blooming.

As the golf club occupies a large green lung in Greystones, have you made them aware of or provided them with a 
link to the pollinator-friendly management of sports clubs publication? https://pollinators.ie/sports-clubs/ It would be 
wonderful if all Greystones sports clubs could be on a journey to make their spaces biodiversity-friendly.

Tidy Towns groups like yourselves are reforesting Ireland one tree at a time, or in your case 1,000 trees in one day. 
Outstanding achievement and the boundaries of Shoreline are all the better for the trees, wildflower & wild grass 
meadows. And you plan to do the same next year – Greystones is greening apace. Having advanced your 
knowledge regarding native tree germination with the Tree Programme you will not be waiting on others to supply 
saplings in time as you will have your own native tree nursery. Mill Lane’s wall was crying out for a green cover & 
while it will take time to materialize however when it does the canvas of the walls will be a lot less accessible for 
“artists”. Most interesting that the greatest recording of flowers is at the same location!

Such a simple idea however so impactful – the Stumpery will make a wonderful wildlife habitat, providing food & 
shelter for a wide variety of invertebrates. On the day of adjudication there were ton bags of bark mulch filled to the 
brim & ready for willing hands. The bark mulch will fulfill a number of functions in addition to its aesthetic appeal – 
reducing invasive weeds thus lessens the need for weeding and preserving moisture, a critical element in a 
stumpery. The backdrop of the bowling green hedge creates a perfect shelterbelt. No doubt the pollinator watering 
stations will be replaced once the bark mulch has been laid.

Many local communities are taking action to protect their river ecosystems like your neighbours & collaborators, 
Delgany who too are monitoring Three Trouts Stream. Well done on taking on a bigger role in this area & signing up 
with EarthWatch Europe’s FreshWaterWatch. Do you liaise with East Wicklow Rivers Trust? Your plan to engage 
the schools in water quality monitoring is positive.

Congratulations on featuring in Pam Warhurst’s book, herself & Mary Clear transformed Todmorden. They are 
amazing role models.

Active engagement of the community through walks, talks and hunts is a great to utilize resources & customize 
them for your locality whilst at the same time encouraging people to become Citizen Scientists. The Junior Tidy 
Town’s “Grab & Go” Bags for local primary schools is an excellent example of the collaborative nature of this 
initiative with Clean Coasts, Wild by Water & the Village bookshop – the guides will encourage families to avail of 
the resources & take responsibility. Their other initiative, Wildflower Wednesdays, presents information in visual bite 
sized pieces. Do encourage them to write an article for inclusion in the Tidy Towns newsletter. It would be 
interesting to know if your initiative to promote the annual garden bird survey was a success – Birdwatch Ireland 
may be able to provide this information. In time, your twinning with the swifts winter residences will come to fruition.

Having spent a full day in Greystones, there is no hesitation in confirming the green-fingered skills of many 
residents. How fantastic to run a garden competition to highlight those gardens which stand out for very different 
reasons. Your members too are improving their gardens for biodiversity & sharing these stories on social media can 
be very impactful on residents actions.

The continued engagement of the next generation on carrying out surveys is encouraging & there are no shortage 
of surveys available at the Biodiversity Data Centre. It is so important to drive home the message of naturally 
regenerated wildflowers as you are doing on social media rather than using non-native varieties. Do you avail of or 
contribute to the Wicklow Libraries Community Seed Ark?

Congratulations on retaining your Blue Flag for South Beach yet again. Have you consulted with the NPWS 
Conservation Ranger on the beach marram grasslands? On the day of adjudication, it was noted young cyclists 
were using the grasslands for cycling & no area was protected. We note you are awaiting funding for a protection 
area. 

Greystones is a leader for communities in the area of nature & biodiversity, well done.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



Greystones is a leader for communities in the area of nature & biodiversity, well done.

It is so true that necessity is the mother of invention & your street art installations on the utility boxes are captivating. 
It was noticed that of the 3 your adjudicator could locate, none had graffiti in contrast to other utility boxes. Bow 
Lane’s unique mural would cheer one up on any day – just lovely. Solutions to an ongoing problem although your 
graffiti buster may be underemployed! Although it seems your “artists” are determined to continue demonstrating 
their creative talents at Mill Lane either side of the tree listing.

The weed free maintenance of roadside kerbing & footpaths is quite intensive although once completed the impact 
is visually dramatic. Wicklow County Council foamstream would be put to good use on Church Street especially 
around the new planters cum seating & kerbing, at the Park and Ride car park & at Killincarrig Roundabout. 
Shoreline Leisure complex could avail of the service if possible. 

Love the name “Butt Hunt” & again great to get the message across of the impact of cigarette butts on the 
environment – they may look like cotton however 98% is plastic! Unfortunately on adjudication day, the town 
playground bins at the entrance to South Beach were overflowing & on returning some hours later additional rubbish 
& dog waste bags had been placed on & around the 2 bins. Later in the afternoon, the bins had been emptied. A 
more frequent litter pick up seems necessary at this location. The South Beach car park did not fare well the same 
day as the recycling area had broken glass, discarded containers & clothing left out in front. It appeared from the 
type & size of litter in the area at the foot of the grassy bank facing the car park that the grass had been cut with no 
prior litter pick. The recycling centre on the Mill Road had bags discarded & quite a bit of litter in the adjoining grassy 
areas. Other areas had casual littering – La Touche car park and Marine Road.

The involvement of so many groups of all ages in cleaning the beaches is remarkable & obviously contributes to 
Greystones retaining their Blue Flag. Making it a fun activity for junior children is inspired with the Junior Tidy Towns 
beach clean kit. Similarly the contribution of the Community school students in weekly litter picks at the Picnic Field 
is invaluable. Do any businesses assist your litter pick-ups under their Social Corporate Responsibility goals? 

A “vacant” pole survey would be beneficial to reduce further street clutter & the matter raised with the council e.g.  
the broken pole in the Eden Road bed stands in contrast to the lovely yellow blooms.

It is amazing what a coat of paint achieves as seen on street seating, beach benches, railings etc. The pop of blue 
colour sparkles.

It is a good idea to let the community know how they can help in this area & to keep the message to the forefront 
like your new power washing member & R774 volunteers.

The individual or business responsible for the creation of “40-in-40 Climate Challenge” promotional material 
deserves an award. The visuals are entertaining, eye catching & humorous, a very difficult combination to execute. 
Have you any statistics on the effectiveness of the campaign – views, shares, feedback etc. 

The rising costs of energy will provide you with a receptive audience for your free Home Energy Audit  & a 
testimonial from a community member is an ideal way to garner interest. Do monitor the level of interest, number of 
audits & actions participants have undertaken following receipt & digestion of the energy audit report. An initiative 
like this is accessible to all communities & collectively could have a significant impact. Your SEC Energy Master 
Plan completion is quite the hurdle & you have a long list of action plans for Year 1. We look forward to progress 
updates in the years ahead.

Many campaigns similar to the Reuseable Cup Campaign are receiving a relaunch post Covid as beverage drinkers 
had lost the “Bring Your Own Cup” habit. It really does need a push & pull to invigorate it. The campaign is timely 
with the expected levy on single use coffee cups expected later this year. The reuse of the colourful bottle caps to 
create art in the Sensory Garden was an inspired choice & it performs so many functions. Perhaps an idea to 
expand into residential estates or as a Reuse Art competition. Likewise the wreath making workshop, upcycled 
Christmas decorations & reusing hessian coffee sacks focus on making do with what we have rather than using new 
resources.

Your adjudicator made several tours of La Touche car park & could not locate your funky DIY cigarette butt bin – not 
an easy installation to miss one would have thought! 

The free bike maintenance workshop as part of bike week is another strand in the strategy of getting the community 
out of their cars. It was inspiring to see so many bikes in use or parked up at designated bike parking bays. There 
were a lot of bikes attached to the railings on the promenade in front of La Touche car park however the purpose 
built ones outside the Dart station entrance in the car park were empty. Are cyclists aware of the designated 
parking?

You have established sustainable gardening practices – seed swaps, seed planting workshops, propagation of 
existing plants, compost heap in one of the beds at Killincarrig Roundabout, seeking plant donations from existing 
gardens, etc. The Community Garden at Shoreline is an first-rate example of sustainability with rainwater 
harvesting, reuse of materials, upcycling, etc. Your members sustainability actions are certainly a testament to the 
adage “Don’t talk the talk unless you walk the walk”.

Tiglin’s social enterprise café is a fantastic initiative & perhaps Tiglin may be able to assist you with the Repair Café 
concept.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



It is amazing what a coat of paint achieves as seen on street seating, beach benches, railings etc. The pop of blue 
colour sparkles.

It is a good idea to let the community know how they can help in this area & to keep the message to the forefront 
like your new power washing member & R774 volunteers.

Having driven around Charlesland Estate it is no surprise it was awarded Highly Commended Estate – the linear 
park with a double tree lined path, the preference for green boundaries and the mature trees, all present an area 
with a real sense of local pride. Glenheron Park with its wildflower meadows, mature trees in situ, new saplings, 
clover verges & lawns & perennial plants was also a delight. Burnaby Heights’s tree canopy is evident & again the 
preference for green boundaries around residences makes for a wonderful vista. Kindlestown Park & Rivendell have 
a wonderful sloping wildflower meadow under the canopy of mature trees and the green areas linking the various 
areas is the best strategy for accessibility & community. The stone signage with the colourful planting is a lovely 
welcome. Pathways & kerbsides were litter & weed free. It would be less time consuming to locate plants in 
flowerbeds rather than containers. Carrig Mill’s entrance is captivating with lots of lavender in full bloom & a 
wonderful planting scheme of trees, shrubs & flowers along the wall on the right hand side. Mushrooms growing on 
the lawn a real sign the grass is allowed to grow. So many estates have potential for tree planting or mini orchards. 
Have you engaged with “DC for Bees” who provide fruit trees for community groups? 
https://www.hostinireland.com/dc-s-for-bees 

Unfortunately, the trees planted on Kimberley Road are not doing well & many are shows signs of stress. An 
understanding of why this is the case should be undertaken before any replacements are considered. The stonewall 
at the end of Kimberley Road has future potential for further landscaping.

There is no doubt there are a lot of residential areas & demand for more & that places pressure on existing 
infrastructure & the provision of amenities. The key as you know is to keep abreast of proposed developments, 
influence where possible & most importantly engage with new residents through the residents associations to 
ensure they have the opportunity to become positive contributors. A welcome pack might fit the picture –  maybe a 
map of amenities, list of local tradespeople & a postcard of Greystones.

You have quite the workload with maintaining your approach roads & you are to be commended for the standard of 
their presentation. In an earlier section, we have commented on Killincarrig. The entrance to the Park and Ride car 
park is a tale of 2 sides – stunning planting schemes on the right hand side & then the left seems to have had an 
uncontrolled growth spurt. Clearly at one point there were shrubs planted there & now have matured without any 
ongoing maintenance. There was no action plan for this area in your planning document. Is it envisaged that it will 
be tackled?  There appears to be an opportunity for planting on the laneway leading from the Park and Ride station 
car park by the town playground.

The flowerbed & the stone welcome sign at Greystones approach road was a mass of red & purple blooms. It is 
unfortunate when the existing soil conditions in some locations are not ideal or the beds are overshadowed however 
you are taking action where possible to present the flowerbeds in their best light.

Marine & Cliff Roads with their uninterrupted sea views are perfect for a stroll or to rest a while on one of the 
remembrance benches. 

Having traversed all approach roads you are to be congratulated for the high standard to which they are maintained 
& the positive image they portray when arriving in Greystones.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Thank you for consolidating the submission this year by almost half. The presentation of the report is excellent – 
easy to read, well laid out & plenty of photographic evidence. On the day of adjudication, there was a lot to visit & 
Greystones is quite a large geographical area – no problem tripling daily step numbers!

It was a pleasure to visit Greystones & as the day was glorious, there was a real Mediterranean feel to the village – 
walkers, cyclists, beach day trippers, outdoor dining, blooming flowers, students picnicking in the park & lots of 
icecream being consumed. As stated earlier, you are leaders in the areas of sustainability & landscaping & your 
engagement with other Tidy Towns groups is a positive contribution as no matter how much we know, there is 
always more to learn. 
 
Please do accept my condolences on the passing of your valued Tidy Towns colleague, John Harrington.


