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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and keep up the great work. 

In light of your population, you have a sizeable committee and an equally impressive army of volunteers. Many 
communities will be envious of your CES workforce.  Your group’s involvement with other community & faith groups 
for events & projects is indicative of a collaborative ethos. The photo of the Christmas craft fair clearly shows the 
local support in action.

The education of & involvement with the next generation is imperative & wonderful to see you work with both the 
parents, children & teachers on the areas of nature & biodiversity. The Green School program is well bedded in at 
the local school & their achievements are to be applauded, a 7th green flag. Students completing work for their 
Gaisce awards are a great source of ideas & energy – perhaps they could be involved in other ways & put their 
social media & technology skills to use – TikTok videos? 

The establishment of strong relationships with public bodies & the business community pays dividends when new 
projects are being undertaken. The drawdown of financial assistance from various sources is a lifeline for many 
small communities so well done on accessing these funding streams. It is difficult to continue asking the local 
community to contribute financially.
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This was your adjudicator’s first visit to Grange Con & the village charmed us. The choice of galvanized trough 
planters is fitting & nice nod to the agricultural & equine hinterland – perennial flowering plants & the colour schema 
are wonderful. Are there plans to introduce more of these troughs & replace the wooden barrels?  

You are fortunate to have a lovely wide street & so much architectural heritage within the village. The wire sculpture 
of the horse & hound with the apt planting beneath is quite eye catching. The blue village water pump standing 
proud at the T-junction  adds character to the streetscape – wonderful to have the sepia picture of its predecessor. 
The reduction in cabling & poles due to the upgrading of street lighting enhances the streetscape. It is no wonder 
you were county winners for your Main Street.

St Oliver Plunkett’s Church is clearly the focal point of the village & the entrance & initial impression of the outside 
area was good. The history of the bell & water font was most interesting. The rose garden dedicated to CPL Nolan 
was resplendent with colour. The exterior of the church requires maintenance & it is quite amazing the 
transformative powers of a coat of paint as seen in neighbouring parishes. All in good time & no doubt the parish 
committee have future plans for both the church & community hall knowing how valued they are by the community. 

The Marian Shrine was splendid with blooming roses on show & the healthy beech hedge as a backdrop. The 
granite paving was gleaming. Is there a need for the planters when the backdrop & sides have so much colour? 
Indeed the statue does need some TLC to present it at its best.

Moore’s Pub has a wonderful heritage colour façade & the mural for Casa alongside is attractive. Perhaps they 
might consider substituting the window boxes & fencing boxes for a sponsored trough to the front of the premises to 
match the one on the side. 

Grangecon Kitchen & garden is a wonderful addition to the village & congratulations to them on achieving a 
McKennas’ Guide plaque in their first year of operation. Your adjudicator had hoped to savour their culinary delights 
however they missed the 2 pm deadline! It was wonderful to see NeighbourhoodFood set up their collection service 
in the marquee on the day of adjudication. 

Many of the residences, boundary walls & access gates appeared to have been recently painted while others were 
in need of some additional attention. The good weather in July may provided a more suitable time rather than our 
inclement weather to date.

As you outlined in your submission last year, the inclusion of Ballynure Church on the Protected Structures Register 
was achieved through determination & perseverance. We look forward in the years ahead to seeing how this piece 
of heritage is maintained & utilized.
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area was good. The history of the bell & water font was most interesting. The rose garden dedicated to CPL Nolan 
was resplendent with colour. The exterior of the church requires maintenance & it is quite amazing the 
transformative powers of a coat of paint as seen in neighbouring parishes. All in good time & no doubt the parish 
committee have future plans for both the church & community hall knowing how valued they are by the community. 

The Marian Shrine was splendid with blooming roses on show & the healthy beech hedge as a backdrop. The 
granite paving was gleaming. Is there a need for the planters when the backdrop & sides have so much colour? 
Indeed the statue does need some TLC to present it at its best.

Moore’s Pub has a wonderful heritage colour façade & the mural for Casa alongside is attractive. Perhaps they 
might consider substituting the window boxes & fencing boxes for a sponsored trough to the front of the premises to 
match the one on the side. 

Grangecon Kitchen & garden is a wonderful addition to the village & congratulations to them on achieving a 
McKennas’ Guide plaque in their first year of operation. Your adjudicator had hoped to savour their culinary delights 
however they missed the 2 pm deadline! It was wonderful to see NeighbourhoodFood set up their collection service 
in the marquee on the day of adjudication. 

Many of the residences, boundary walls & access gates appeared to have been recently painted while others were 
in need of some additional attention. The good weather in July may provided a more suitable time rather than our 
inclement weather to date.

As you outlined in your submission last year, the inclusion of Ballynure Church on the Protected Structures Register 
was achieved through determination & perseverance. We look forward in the years ahead to seeing how this piece 
of heritage is maintained & utilized.

How lucky are Grange Con to have altruistic residents who are happy to preserve green areas for the community & 
enhance them with appropriate tree & hedge planting. Their legacy in decades ahead will be invaluable. 

The creation of a village orchard is a wonderful community initiative & even better that it could be facilitated within 
the village centre. There is no doubt that in a few years you will be reaping a vast bounty as there were plenty of 
young apples on show during the visit. As can be expected, there will be a few failures & there were some trees that 
were struggling & will need replacing.

Lockdowns made us all realize the importance of nature to our wellbeing & it is heartening to see that you are 
offering saplings to households annually. The restorative powers of trees & woodland can help us all relax & 
unwind. Mallens Wood Meadow was such a pleasure to experience & the mown pathways are one of the nicest 
ways of enjoying its details & atmosphere. You might let us know next year your progress on the Mallens Wood 
Woodland Creation on public lands proposal. It is good to hear you have a maintenance plan in place for previously 
planted trees. 

Like Grange Con, many communities are discovering the wild flowers were always in existence & less interference 
through a reduced & narrower mowing regime has allowed them to flourish. The school might consider using the 
resources of the Biodiversity Data Centre www.biodiversityireland.ie to identify the wild flowers & grasses during the 
different seasons. The conversion of the church car park surface to a grassy area is well on its way.

The Community playground was very busy during the visit & the access via the Community field is excellent for 
families & exuberant children. The addition of more trees to the field is to be encouraged. Having such a facility 
within walking distance of the village is such a bonus. A fresh coat of paint on the entrance gates would enhance 
their appearance.

What a notable achievement – the planting of 9,00 locally sourced native trees in the surrounding areas. The 
collaborative nature of the Reforestation Project demonstrates clearly how small groups can have a far reaching & 
long lasting impact. Well done to yourselves, Go Greener with Grange Con, Reforest Nation & East Treesie. The 
invitation to Baltinglass & Dunlavin Tidy Towns groups to participate is great to see. Have you considered surveying 
your locality for trees of interest in order that they may be protected? https://treepreservationireland.wordpress.com/  
It was most enjoyable to see on your social media the results of the campaign to encourage residents to rewild a 
part of their gardens – before & after photos were telling & the video most engaging. 

As discussed above, the creation of the village & school orchards are a wonderful legacy for future generations. 
There was a time in Ireland when every country household has a least one eating & cooking apple tree & Victoria 
plum tree. This may encourage more households to add a fruit tree to their gardens. “DC for Bees” is an initiative to 
create mini orchards & one that you might explore. www.hostinireland.com/dc-s-for-bees The creation of an outdoor 
classroom under the trees will facilitate the school & families learning more about biodiversity. The resources 
available to them on Biodiversity Ireland’s website are both fun & educational. Are the apple trees in the containers 
at the front of the school dwarf varieties or could they be planted in the ground?

Communities with a river flowing through have a golden opportunity presented to them & it is marvelous that you 
have grabbed it with both hands. The River Greese project has enhanced the area with the new beech hedging & 
additional planting for biodiversity. In time the new planting will blend seamlessly & provide protection for the 
riverbank. The information sign was most interesting - who knew there was a place name Jerusalem in Ireland! 
Local river monitoring is critical & many communities are forming river trusts to protect their river ecosystems. 
www.catchments.ie 

It is telling that the reduced mowing regime & long grass meadows have resulted in increased insect life & as night 
follows day, there is an increase in bird life. It was a delight to see both in action on adjudication day. The trees at 
the railway bridge were buzzing with bees. The copse at the entrance to Mallen Wood was a delight with the wild 
meadow under the trees. The inclusion of photos on social media showing verges & other green areas resplendent 
with dandelion blooms is an educational tool as are the “Managed for Wildlife” signs. Walk & talk information 
evenings are an opportunity to see biodiversity in action & learn from experts – understanding why is the key to 
change.

Surveys are a commitment & the results of your swift survey gladden the heart. Your methodology & willingness to 
learn have paid dividends with numbers having doubled last year. We will await with interest to hear if the new swift 
boxes had residents & if the population has continued to increase. Excellent work. It is quite amazing how addictive 
surveys are as you are now monitoring the local hedgehog population – fascinating mammals.
 
It was disappointing to see recently cut hedges in view of its prohibition between 1st March & 31st August. It may be 
timely to gently remind residents that there are 6 other months in which to perform this task.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



have grabbed it with both hands. The River Greese project has enhanced the area with the new beech hedging & 
additional planting for biodiversity. In time the new planting will blend seamlessly & provide protection for the 
riverbank. The information sign was most interesting - who knew there was a place name Jerusalem in Ireland! 
Local river monitoring is critical & many communities are forming river trusts to protect their river ecosystems. 
www.catchments.ie 

It is telling that the reduced mowing regime & long grass meadows have resulted in increased insect life & as night 
follows day, there is an increase in bird life. It was a delight to see both in action on adjudication day. The trees at 
the railway bridge were buzzing with bees. The copse at the entrance to Mallen Wood was a delight with the wild 
meadow under the trees. The inclusion of photos on social media showing verges & other green areas resplendent 
with dandelion blooms is an educational tool as are the “Managed for Wildlife” signs. Walk & talk information 
evenings are an opportunity to see biodiversity in action & learn from experts – understanding why is the key to 
change.

Surveys are a commitment & the results of your swift survey gladden the heart. Your methodology & willingness to 
learn have paid dividends with numbers having doubled last year. We will await with interest to hear if the new swift 
boxes had residents & if the population has continued to increase. Excellent work. It is quite amazing how addictive 
surveys are as you are now monitoring the local hedgehog population – fascinating mammals.
 
It was disappointing to see recently cut hedges in view of its prohibition between 1st March & 31st August. It may be 
timely to gently remind residents that there are 6 other months in which to perform this task.

The Pure Mile volunteers work is impressive & working with other Tidy Towns groups to cover areas between each 
location makes perfect sense. It would be hoped that the absence of litter on rural roadways would encourage all 
road users to dispose of their waste responsibly. Some of the pictures you included are remarkable – a couch, a 
mattress!

The village was litter free on adjudication day & kerb sides were generally weed free with the exception of the road 
heading to the National School. Well done on maintaining both a pesticide & poster free village with few exceptions 
– change takes time.

You are fortunate to have a business focused on zero packaging shopping in a village. Your “Go Greener with 
Grange Con” is tailor made for rolling out to other small communities. We can feel quite powerless in the face of 
climate change however working together in communities provides a framework for change. It will be exciting to 
commence with the workshops. The “Choose to Re-Use” campaign in conjunction with businesses and with the 
publicity of a video & posters provides people with the knowledge to change their habits. It was appropriate to have 
the poster & artwork completed by local companies. Supporting local businesses is so important & you are leading 
by example e.g. galvanized troughs. Businesses are giving back with price reductions to reflect the reduction in 
resources required. Not content to stay local you are spreading the message with businesses in Dunlavin, 
Ballymore Eustace, Donard, Baltinglass, Kildare & featuring in media in neighbouring Carlow. Working with other 
Tidy Towns communities to spread the message & sign up more businesses is such a worthwhile undertaking. 
Additionally, you are very fortunate that you have a local business championing local sustainability practices – 
sourcing local, organic produce; compostable packaging; proponents of refill.ie etc.

Other “Go Greener with Grange Con” initiatives - Go Greener Party Pack - borrow rather than buy; Go Greener 
facility to recycle soft plastics from home hygiene waste, etc. You are to be congratulated for diverting 50kgs of crisp 
packets from landfill in 2.5 years - impressive when considering how light 1 crisp packet is when weighed.

The continuation of the Grangecon Store Cupboard is good news & they are clearly meeting a previously untapped 
market. Who doesn’t love a free gift & what a generous way to provide surplus produce to other community 
members.

Highlighting months with a sustainability message helps present the message in bite sized pieces - October as 
Reuse Month with excellent video demonstrating how to incorporate reuse into everyday life; September as 
Secondhand September etc. The active involvement of businesses in this area is motivating - mens clothing for the 
homeless & jewellery beads for repurposing into new pieces in order to raise funds for Jigsaw.

We all need to take the opportunities to learn more & your attendance at the Climate Action Training programme for 
Wicklow Communities run by County Wicklow Partnership will assist you in future planning. The composting 
workshop should reduce costs for future planting seasons & the leaf cages will reduce the work involved in 
transporting leaves to compost sites. All were very neat at the back of the community hall.

We will be interested to hear how your plans for your SEC are progressing as well as the response from Wicklow 
County Council to your proposal for a West Wicklow Greenway.

There is a very obvious sense of pride that residents have in their abodes & gardens. It is telling how many gardens 
have taken on board a little wildness in a section of their gardens or reduced their mowing regime so that one can 
see clover prospering. When there is a high standard of presentation, no one wishes to be the one diverging from 
the norm unless of course there are extenuating circumstances. No doubt the community would assist if permitted.
There are some green fingered residents & it was lovely to steal a peep at some gardens with dazzling blooming 
perennials. Highlighting various aspects of the All Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) & the publication “Gardening for 
Biodiversity” on Wicklow County Council’s website is a good strategy. This will encourage a continued move 
towards perennials & away from the nectar poor annuals.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



have taken on board a little wildness in a section of their gardens or reduced their mowing regime so that one can 
see clover prospering. When there is a high standard of presentation, no one wishes to be the one diverging from 
the norm unless of course there are extenuating circumstances. No doubt the community would assist if permitted.
There are some green fingered residents & it was lovely to steal a peep at some gardens with dazzling blooming 
perennials. Highlighting various aspects of the All Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) & the publication “Gardening for 
Biodiversity” on Wicklow County Council’s website is a good strategy. This will encourage a continued move 
towards perennials & away from the nectar poor annuals.

All approach roads were presented well with verges part mowed & the rest left for nature. We saw no evidence of 
pesticide use on any of the roads.

The rolling out throughout the county of the new heritage style village signs has such a positive impact. Those on 
the four approach roads were eye catching and four stone village signs with the equine motif had lovely perennial 
planting schemes. It is always great to see the photos of the planting scheme in springtime as we only get to view 
each centre during the summer season. Your perennial spring bulbs & plants at the welcome sign created a glorious 
show of Easter colour.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a delight to visit Grange Con for the first time & your initiatives in the area of sustainability are commendable. 
Your local transition initiatives have given rise to place-based sustainable solutions as a counter movement to the 
existing system. The accumulation of all your small actions is adding up to significant change. Sharing some more 
of your ideas with others would be most beneficial & an article in the Tidy Towns newsletter is such a medium. We 
will watch with interest the outcome of your future plans.


