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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara SuperValu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and keep up the great work. 

There is no doubting the organizational capabilities of your small committee & your ability to maintain existing 
projects to a high standard whilst initiating new projects. Your volunteer base is sizeable and great to hear that new 
volunteers are prepared to be involved year round. Your presence on social media is significant.

Congratulations on winning both a Tidy Towns & Wicklow County Council award for the work on the Three Trouts 
Stream. The project is an exemplary example of how communities can protect, preserve & enhance their local water 
ecosystems. The accompanying website is very informative. Continuing to educate yourselves & thus the 
community through training & webinars is commendable.

Establishing & maintaining good working relationship with agencies & bodies is imperative & this is clearly the case 
in Delgany as evidenced by the support & positive feedback you receive regarding your work & initiatives. 
Engagement with local groups shares the workload, expertise & facilitates a cohesive approach to projects. It is 
heartening to see the level of support you receive from the local business community – a mutually beneficial 
synergy. The LivCom Community & Voluntary Group Expo was a fantastic opportunity to demonstrate what you are 
about & meet potential new recruits from amongst the newer residents.

The community events held in 2021/22 attest to the varied interests within the community & are a great way to reach 
different audiences. Who could resist the festive season celebrations of carols & a magic Santa mailbox! Your 
focused work on Delgany’s heritage is noteworthy & adding to the store of knowledge & imagery each year is a 
great way to engage both existing & new residents. Your adjudicator enjoyed perusing the Delgany Heritage Village 
website & learning more. The discovery of a map from 1859 was quite the find. Having the custodian of the Old 
Burial Ground (OBG), Lailli de Buitlear bring it to life with a walk through & talk was such an opportunity. Do you 
hope to hold events during Heritage Week in August?
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Your involvement in the Public Realm Plan is an exciting opportunity to look holistically at Delgany & its environs. Its 
people centered approach fits well with your work to date & your 3-year plan. Research on communities, post 
lockdown, has found they want green spaces where they can meet, priority for pedestrians & cyclists, wider 
footpaths, micromarkets, al fresco dining etc. Interestingly, much of these findings have come through from your 
initial public consultation. The progress of this plan will be interesting to follow each year. We note your village 
signage design will form part of this plan.

Many communities experience feelings of relief & excitement when derelict or unoccupied buildings are placed back 
in use. The reopening of the Wicklow Arms & a proposed pharmacy keeps business local & adds to the village’s 
attractions.  Perseverance is the key to dealing with unoccupied buildings – it takes work & time & eventually results 
in success. 

The shop front improvement scheme has assisted small independent businesses sensitively restore & refurbish 
their shop facades which enhances the streetscape & make them more attractive for shoppers & residents. Your 
work with them on window boxes takes them to another level. On the day of adjudication, many of the window 
boxes were blooming and the commercial establishments well presented.

Your adjudicator enjoyed completing the Heritage Trail & found it easy to follow your way markers with the 
accompanying leaflet. The trail is well maintained for accessibility although a hoarding panel was loose & falling 
inwards at the start of the trail. As indicated in your 3-year plan, the linkage of this trail with the Glen of the Downs 
Nature trail by 2024 will extend a wonderful scenic walk. The Old Burial Ground is an oasis for the village.

Fairy trails are a wonderful way for children to interact with nature & they encourage outdoor exploration. The 
stimulation of their imagination is a delight to behold. Well done on relaunching your Fairy Trail – very inclusive, 
current & sustainable. Quite the compliment to see it featured in the national media. On the day of adjudication, 
many families were enjoying the amenity.

Vigilance appears to be the order of the day with the increase in planning applications. There is quite significant 
work in lodging objections & dealing with public bodies. Having investigated a little further, your adjudicator was 
surprised to see the numbers of potential units requested by developers in their various applications. The level of 
activity was visible through the Heritage trail & especially close on the Fairy trail. We will watch with interest the 
outcome of your judicial review re the Carmelite Monastery site, the outcome of the requested ecological survey on 
the StyleBawn Cottage site & decision on the Honey Brook Cottage site. Well done on having the Rector’s gate & 
wall retained.
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initial public consultation. The progress of this plan will be interesting to follow each year. We note your village 
signage design will form part of this plan.

Many communities experience feelings of relief & excitement when derelict or unoccupied buildings are placed back 
in use. The reopening of the Wicklow Arms & a proposed pharmacy keeps business local & adds to the village’s 
attractions.  Perseverance is the key to dealing with unoccupied buildings – it takes work & time & eventually results 
in success. 

The shop front improvement scheme has assisted small independent businesses sensitively restore & refurbish 
their shop facades which enhances the streetscape & make them more attractive for shoppers & residents. Your 
work with them on window boxes takes them to another level. On the day of adjudication, many of the window 
boxes were blooming and the commercial establishments well presented.

Your adjudicator enjoyed completing the Heritage Trail & found it easy to follow your way markers with the 
accompanying leaflet. The trail is well maintained for accessibility although a hoarding panel was loose & falling 
inwards at the start of the trail. As indicated in your 3-year plan, the linkage of this trail with the Glen of the Downs 
Nature trail by 2024 will extend a wonderful scenic walk. The Old Burial Ground is an oasis for the village.

Fairy trails are a wonderful way for children to interact with nature & they encourage outdoor exploration. The 
stimulation of their imagination is a delight to behold. Well done on relaunching your Fairy Trail – very inclusive, 
current & sustainable. Quite the compliment to see it featured in the national media. On the day of adjudication, 
many families were enjoying the amenity.

Vigilance appears to be the order of the day with the increase in planning applications. There is quite significant 
work in lodging objections & dealing with public bodies. Having investigated a little further, your adjudicator was 
surprised to see the numbers of potential units requested by developers in their various applications. The level of 
activity was visible through the Heritage trail & especially close on the Fairy trail. We will watch with interest the 
outcome of your judicial review re the Carmelite Monastery site, the outcome of the requested ecological survey on 
the StyleBawn Cottage site & decision on the Honey Brook Cottage site. Well done on having the Rector’s gate & 
wall retained.

There was a time in Ireland when every garden had a fruit tree & many could be found in our hedgerows. The 
establishment of mini orchards is a fantastic initiative by the corporate sector & what community would not enjoy 
harvesting cherries & apple in years to come. Well done on availing of this free resource.

Delighted to see you have adopted the guidance of the All Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) in reducing your mowing & 
focusing on pollinator friendly planting. The cherry trees on Convent Road are well placed & will create a charming 
vista as they mature.

The environmental assessment of the proposed 18 km Eastcoast Greenway will determine its feasibility & its 
proposed close proximity to the Tree Trouts Stream will require close consideration. 

During the visit, it was clearly evident the village is under significant pressure from the increased growth in 
population & accompanying traffic. As viewed from Christ Church, your large green spaces are shrinking. Carving 
out dedicated green spaces on roadways, at the entrance & within residential areas is an excellent strategy. There 
was great colour on show at the entrance to Bellevue Lawn & the new planting on Delgany Bypass.

Where planters are placed on green areas as in front of Elsinore, have you considered placing the plants in the 
ground – less watering & maintenance? The Cypress trees located there in the footpath appear to have branch 
dieback symptoms. Perhaps in time if the Wicklow Arms install more window boxes, there may not be a need for the 
small planter across the road under the Delgany map sign – it seems somewhat forlorn. The planters outside 
Delgany National School appear in need of replacement – a few too many encounters with cars perhaps.

You are indeed fortunate in the identification skills of the Old Burial Grounds’s custodian. Isn’t it quite incredible the 
bounty of nature when we cease with constant interference! Were any of the 4 bird boxes or the bat box occupied? 
It would be of educational interest to have a notice board with pictures of the plants identified in the OBG. The 
wildflower planting at Christ Church was stunning, in particular the seating area facing the street.

It is good to hear Wicklow County Council is proactive in dealing with invasive plant species as noted by the signage 
on Blackberry Lane. The education of the community to log sightings is the best strategy. The community’s 
participation in the monitoring surveys of the National Biodiversity Data centre & Birdwatch Ireland is excellent to 
hear. The Flower-Insect Timed (FIT) count is another engaging survey for children & families.

What an opportunity not to miss – a green verge in place of a concrete infill. Your identified wild flower list of 20 is 
impressive. A strong breeze or a garden bird may take the accolade for your rogue sunflowers! A swathe of spring 
bulbs would create both a stunning panorama & food for early rising pollinators. The wildflower areas on Delgany 
Wood Avenue were resplendent with vetch, clover & oxeye daisies. Have you considered saving your own 
wildflower seeds for future planting? Wicklow County library have an established seed ark available for communities 
to which you can also contribute seeds saved. We note you plan to erect signage for these wildflower areas as the 
posts were there minus the signs.

The engagement & education of the next generation of citizen scientists is crucial. Your school nature libraries 
project is superb & the addition annually of new books & equipment keeps it fresh & current. It is superb to see 8 
schools involved & to have one of the students win the Intel Mini Scientist competition with the participation of a 
further 49. Your nature map is delightful.

There is no doubting the importance of the Three Trouts River to both your group & the wider community. The 
combination of water quality monitoring, river eco system monitoring, provision of work updates through 
presentations and the ability of the community to get involved ensure the project has longevity. There are a number 
of river trusts forming across Ireland focused on either protecting or restoring their rivers. (www.catchments.ie) You 
may already be in contact with East Wicklow Rivers Trust. What an achievement to have trout back living in the river 
– a cause for much celebration.

As you have a number of large specimen trees in the village & surrounds, have you considered a survey of trees 
that may identify those for whom a Tree Preservation Order may be applicable. www.conserveireland.com 

What a novel idea, a New Year Plant Hunt. An incredible opportunity to get out in the fresh air after the festive 
season & learn about winter flowering plants. Congratulations on recording the most sightings in County Wicklow. 

Next year, we look forward with anticipation to seeing your Community’s Biodiversity Action Plan.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



to which you can also contribute seeds saved. We note you plan to erect signage for these wildflower areas as the 
posts were there minus the signs.

The engagement & education of the next generation of citizen scientists is crucial. Your school nature libraries 
project is superb & the addition annually of new books & equipment keeps it fresh & current. It is superb to see 8 
schools involved & to have one of the students win the Intel Mini Scientist competition with the participation of a 
further 49. Your nature map is delightful.

There is no doubting the importance of the Three Trouts River to both your group & the wider community. The 
combination of water quality monitoring, river eco system monitoring, provision of work updates through 
presentations and the ability of the community to get involved ensure the project has longevity. There are a number 
of river trusts forming across Ireland focused on either protecting or restoring their rivers. (www.catchments.ie) You 
may already be in contact with East Wicklow Rivers Trust. What an achievement to have trout back living in the river 
– a cause for much celebration.

As you have a number of large specimen trees in the village & surrounds, have you considered a survey of trees 
that may identify those for whom a Tree Preservation Order may be applicable. www.conserveireland.com 

What a novel idea, a New Year Plant Hunt. An incredible opportunity to get out in the fresh air after the festive 
season & learn about winter flowering plants. Congratulations on recording the most sightings in County Wicklow. 

Next year, we look forward with anticipation to seeing your Community’s Biodiversity Action Plan.

The appointment of coordinators to zoned areas of the village is a simple but effective idea & one that would 
transpose to any location. It would be worth submitting a short article on its logistics & success to the Tidy Towns 
newsletter for sharing with other centres.

Well done on proactively engaging with the business community & assisting them with the provision of suggestions 
on maintaining their premises & the surrounding area. It was a delight to see such pristine premises on the visit. 

Interesting to find that the 2minutestreetclean scheme has limited take up. It would be interesting to find out the 
reasons behind the reluctance to avail of the facility. It is very helpful that some residents actively litter pick on their 
daily walks. On the adjudication day, there was littering in the wildflower meadows on the Delgany Bypass, in front 
of the Wicklow Arms, in the OBG, at the Heritage Trail start, around the National School entrance & on some roads. 
Unfortunately, there was quite a pile of rubbish bags & garden waste at the entrance to Delgany Court that 
appeared to have been there for some time.

A number of communities have found that the presence of wall murals deters graffiti so your plan to engage with a 
local artist for a mural at Jacob’s Ladder has merit.

The increase in dog ownership & a lack of owner responsibility has created a fouling problem for many urban areas. 
The provision of compostable bags in dispensers assists responsible dog owners who get caught out, it happens to 
the best. It is fantastic to have a local company provide & maintain the facility. The continued use of awareness 
campaigns is a necessary strategy.

It is a constant source of amazement the number of poles within a centre that serve no useful purpose, as seen on 
Blackberry Lane. Your audit of street signs & resultant removal of redundant ones is a good strategy. 

With increased development activity, comes increased heavy goods traffic. However, it is incredible the number of 
HGVs that use small villages & towns as short cuts with little regard for the impact on residents. Your approach of 
monitoring & recording should get the message across to those involved. Additionally, there were a number of areas 
where traffic cones, sandbags & signage stands were left unused – on Convent Road & outside the Wicklow Arms. 
The ease with which kerb sides can be cleared of weeds & swept is also impacted as is the maintenance of street 
bollards.

The appointment of a Sustainability Officer will certainly drive this area for Delgany. Well done on placing such 
importance on the wide-ranging topic.

The Green Schools program encourages children to engage in practical actions to care for the environment. The 
achievements of both Delgany & St Laurence’s National Schools are inspiring. Did the results of the Clean Air Week 
survey result in a change in behaviour of car owners outside the school gates? A little competitive spirit no doubt 
was invaluable for the Walk on Wednesdays campaign!

Awareness campaigns under the various sustainability headings are essential to engage the community to change 
their behaviour & reduce their overall carbon footprint. Social media is a great forum to accomplish this goal. Your 
empty pill containers & spectacle recycling were novel.  Many communities have run 30-day campaigns with a tip a 
day – bite sized suggestions on each of the topics. The Tidy Towns updated handbook has lots of ideas. 

Similar to yourselves, a number of communities have found the vast majority of litter collected during regular & large 
clear ups are materials that can be recycled or composted. Well done on segregating the waste collected & 
reducing the amount going to landfill by 86% during your trial. The results are indeed eye opening.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



where traffic cones, sandbags & signage stands were left unused – on Convent Road & outside the Wicklow Arms. 
The ease with which kerb sides can be cleared of weeds & swept is also impacted as is the maintenance of street 
bollards.

It is quite clear the approach roads & streets are being impacted by the ongoing developments. The Convent Road 
Roundabout is badly scarred. However the undisturbed half has its roses thriving – nature will not give up easily. 
The Convent Road with the newly planted trees stands in stark contrast to the opposite site with kerb sides needing 
attention, weed & debris removal. The Glen Road has a beautiful stonewall running alongside parts of which have 
crumbled, quite the task to repair however worth future consideration. Outside the National School on Church Road 
the road markings need attention to ensure safety. The Village Centre has sections of the road that need 
resurfacing & thus are presently perfect for harbouring weeds & debris. Jacob’s Ladder laneway needs a plan for 
resurfacing as there is a lot of maintenance involved presently. Your plans for wall murals here will make the trail 
entrance more inviting.

Your plan for erecting village signage on the approach roads is most welcome as the existing ones have served 
their purpose.

 

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Your application is very well presented, lovely styling & a pleasure to read with a clear & concise map. Thank you 
for the suggested walking route, it was indeed most useful to get one’s bearings initially especially as a first time 
visitor. 

Delgany is a village of hidden treasures & the idyllic surroundings are no doubt a draw for many seeking somewhere 
more suited to family life. The dilemma is how to balance the environmental & local residents concerns with the 
demand for housing – no easy task.


