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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara SuperValu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and keep up the great work. 

What an excellent name for your Tidy Towns group, Pride in Carnew.  It encompasses the very essence of your 
purpose. Your committee numbers may be small however your reach is mighty based on your capacity to draw in 
volunteers from other organizations. The capacity of a CE worker to assist with the heavy lifting cannot be 
underestimated & you are very fortunate to have their services reinstated, as other communities have not been so 
lucky. Wonderful to hear willing volunteers are happy to work away independently on specific projects & necessary 
work, as the old adage goes “many hands make light work”. The willingness of local sports clubs to assist on your 
work nights is heartening.

Your communication channels are varied & wide reaching. It is essential today to use social media to reach a wider 
& younger audience. The Foroige Youth Café or students working to attain their Gaisce award may be able to assist 
you with Instagram, TikTok videos on sustainability, promotional campaigns on various biodiversity topics etc. They 
have the energy, ideas & knowhow to increase your social media presence & get followers. It is fantastic to hear all 
three schools are in close contact with the Tidy Towns & come September your school liaison officer will have 
programmes in hand to launch.

In the depths of winter, there is nothing quite like Christmas & its festivities to engender a sense of community & 
family. Judging from the pictures provided you have created a wonderful tradition with your lighting & decoration 
show that the community can look forward to annually. Well done.
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The architectural significance of Carnew is well covered in the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage. You 
have many buildings & features that add interest & variety to the streetscape – All Saints Church, Carnew Castle 
Walls, All Saints National School, Carnew Credit Union, 1798 Monument, Hand Water Pump, Carnew TDC, St 
Brigid’s Hall & Brunswick Row. Your future plans for a Heritage Trail will allow you to share these gems with locals & 
visitors alike. It is amazing how one can live in a locality for decades & take our built heritage for granted. It is only 
when visitors express admiration & awe that we take a fresh look at our home villages & towns. You have no 
shortage of material from which to draw & develop such a trail. Your local Heritage Officer should be your first point 
of contact as well as your local Historical Society. Do contact Wicklow Town Tidy Towns who have completed phase 
one of their Heritage Trail & check out their website. https://wicklowtown.ie/heritage-trail Closer to you is Shilleagh 
who too have recently installed a Heritage Trail.

National Heritage Week is an ideal opportunity to promote & organize open days to these buildings, where possible. 
You are fortunate that your constructive relationships with the Castle owner & Church of Ireland rector facilitate such 
access.

The build outs on the Main Street with the newly installed seating, planting & lighting taper the linear nature of the 
Main Street. Have you considered the inclusion of native tree saplings in these build outs? 

What a turnaround for St Brigid’s Hall following its extensive refurbishment - ready to host all aspects of the arts for 
the community near & far.

The majority of business premises had well-presented facades & it is heartening to hear that they are supportive of 
your endeavours. Of those that have yet to meet these higher standards, they may be unaware of the Shop Front 
Improvement Scheme to which they can apply for funding.

Every village & town is dealing with the vexing issue of unoccupied, vacant & derelict buildings. All any group can do 
is to consistently engage with the known owners or try to establish ownership & then appeal to their better nature to 
perform some remedial works. The Derelict Property grant & the proposed Derelict Sites levy will act as both an 
incentive & forewarning for owners of these properties. On a positive note, it was encouraging to see several 
recently renovated buildings on Main Street.
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who too have recently installed a Heritage Trail.

National Heritage Week is an ideal opportunity to promote & organize open days to these buildings, where possible. 
You are fortunate that your constructive relationships with the Castle owner & Church of Ireland rector facilitate such 
access.

The build outs on the Main Street with the newly installed seating, planting & lighting taper the linear nature of the 
Main Street. Have you considered the inclusion of native tree saplings in these build outs? 

What a turnaround for St Brigid’s Hall following its extensive refurbishment - ready to host all aspects of the arts for 
the community near & far.

The majority of business premises had well-presented facades & it is heartening to hear that they are supportive of 
your endeavours. Of those that have yet to meet these higher standards, they may be unaware of the Shop Front 
Improvement Scheme to which they can apply for funding.

Every village & town is dealing with the vexing issue of unoccupied, vacant & derelict buildings. All any group can do 
is to consistently engage with the known owners or try to establish ownership & then appeal to their better nature to 
perform some remedial works. The Derelict Property grant & the proposed Derelict Sites levy will act as both an 
incentive & forewarning for owners of these properties. On a positive note, it was encouraging to see several 
recently renovated buildings on Main Street.

The laneway to Back Alley from the Main Street had a lovely show of colour with the buxus hedging as a backdrop. 
Are there plans for the large void gravel area located behind? The opposite side of the lane has a stunning dry 
stonewall although it does require some maintenance in parts. Unfortunately, the block wall beyond it appears to 
have collapsed inwards.

The Back Alley has so much potential & the location of the playground in addition to the playing pitches within 
walking distance of the Main Street makes it easily accessible. If you pay a visit to Tinahely, you will see what they 
have accomplished in a small space at their community playground. A chat with them may provide you with wise 
counsel when developing your plans.

The green area on the Gorey Road with its square planters, seating, thriving saplings & clover short cut meadow 
presents a wonderful pastoral vista to the passing driver or walker. The area opposite Candy’s Petrol Station with its 
agricultural machinery display creates interest & again the short cut meadow is appropriate.

It was delightful to see the largest Pollinator Friendly Zone poster occupy pride of place in the front garden of 
Carnew Training & Development Centre. Well done to the horticultural participants on the creation of a pollinator 
friendly garden. As the plants continue to thrive, it will be possible to either subdivide or take slips from the plants to 
infill gaps & thus reduce maintenance. The planting scheme at Carnew’s Primary Care Centre was impressive 
especially when verges in the car park have been planted rather than concrete filled. The soft landscaping there is 
commendable & over time will create a lovely green space.

Delighted to see on social media your promotion of the No Mow May initiative at the green area opposite Candys & 
out the Gorey Road. We need to do all we can to assist our local pollinators. How lucky to have a new volunteer 
with expertise in pollinators & planting who recognized the natural wildflower sanctuary at Mulroney Spring. The 
area there is eye-catching with the most captivating poster your adjudicator has seen on their travels. Do ensure 
that the channel & grill beside the poster are kept clear to ensure there is no potential blockage. Your plan to 
allocate more space to wildflower meadows is great to hear.

You are no doubt familiar with the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIIP) & it is an excellent reference guide when planting 
for biodiversity. As you are engaging the community through the newsletter & on social media on biodiversity, do 
refer to the updated Tidy Towns Handbook. There is an excellent Gardening for Biodiversity document on Wicklow 
County Council’s website that could be shared with all Carnew gardeners. 

There are so many opportunities in this area to work with the schools & consult the National Biodiversity Data 
Centre for the many monitoring & surveys they undertake. https://biodiversityireland.ie/ One that is very popular with 
children is the Flower Timed Insect (FIT) count. https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/fit-counts/ 

As you move from annuals to perennials, you can avail of Wicklow Libraries Community Seed Ark.

The restrictions of the past 2 years curtailed the holding of events & workshops by many communities in this area. 
However, as we transition to a new normal, you may be in a position to establish new initiatives in the area of 
sustainability.

Many of your Wicklow Tidy Towns colleagues have focused on different aspects e.g. Go Greener with Grangecon 
have a Choose to Reuse campaign; Tinahely have gone big with a community recycling centre where items are 
diverted from landfill; Greystones have established mini orchards. You will find that many residents have 
incorporated resource saving practices into their lives e.g. rainwater harvesting for gardens; composting; food waste 
reduction etc. Perhaps put a call out for feedback & then share tried & true practices. With the escalating costs of 
living this is an area for which you will have a willing audience.  Do also consult the updated Tidy Towns handbook 
for a wealth of ideas.

The recycling centre behind Candys was not an appealing sight with a significant amount of rubbish strewn about. It 
would appear two of the three clothing banks have fulfilled their purpose & need replacement.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



It would be a bonus to Carnew if a consistent shopfront signage design guide existed as the existing mix creates a 
sense of clutter on the streetscape. Kelly’s & The Coffee Garden are good examples of signage compatible with the 
character of their respective buildings. Wicklow County Council may have a guidance document although it could 
not be located on their website.

A survey of “vacant” poles would be worthwhile & the results relayed to the Council to facilitate the removal of those 
poles considered redundant. Again, less street clutter. It is encouraging to hear that new or refurbished footpaths 
are on the Council’s Carnew To Do List. 

You are to be commended for the weed free state of the footpaths & kerbsides. It is acknowledged this is a time 
consuming task & requires a consistent maintenance program. However, the results are amazing & instantly 
noticeable. Well done.

There was little litter visible on the main thoroughfares with the exception of the pavement at one betting 
establishment & at the Back Alley car park. Well done to your community employment worker on segregating the 
waste & diverting it from landfill. Some communities have found over 70% of the litter collected was either recycled 
or composted. The installation of 2 solar powered big belly bins is no doubt welcomed. It is amazing how a minority 
of dog owners can ruin a walking experience for so many. Sometimes a push & pull strategy is advised – provide 
dog poo dispensers with bags & a dedicated bin located close by while also running a humorous but pointed 
campaign.

have a Choose to Reuse campaign; Tinahely have gone big with a community recycling centre where items are 
diverted from landfill; Greystones have established mini orchards. You will find that many residents have 
incorporated resource saving practices into their lives e.g. rainwater harvesting for gardens; composting; food waste 
reduction etc. Perhaps put a call out for feedback & then share tried & true practices. With the escalating costs of 
living this is an area for which you will have a willing audience.  Do also consult the updated Tidy Towns handbook 
for a wealth of ideas.

The recycling centre behind Candys was not an appealing sight with a significant amount of rubbish strewn about. It 
would appear two of the three clothing banks have fulfilled their purpose & need replacement.

The residents of Malton Park presented a wonderful vista of weed free paths & kerb sides as one entered the 
estate. The boundaries of green & the thriving trees were a delightful sight amongst the well presented homes. A lot 
of work has been carried out at Valley Heights with a charming green frontage complete with maturing trees, clover 
lawns & a lovely seat on which to take in the views. Carnew Community Village’s front garden was awash with 
clover, roses were blooming & the wildflower garden in the background was bursting with native wildflowers - 
foxgloves, oxeye daisies, rose campion to mention a few. Brunswick Row has a wonderful green road frontage & 
how fortunate that they facilitate the Christmas event there – the pictures presented a festive spirit.

Many of the residential areas visited have enough green space to consider edible hedges, mini orchards or 
wildflower meadows. Check out “DC for Bees” – an initiative designed to establish mini orchards throughout Ireland 
https://www.hostinireland.com/dc-s-for-bees

The new signage with its monochrome colour scheme on the approach roads is very stylish. Have you plans to 
underplant at these new signs or simply leave a short cut meadow? 

As mentioned earlier, the approach road from Gorey has a beautifully maintained green area with planters & 
seating. The restored dry stonewall is a delight to see & will be stunning next spring as a backdrop to the flowering 
heathers & spring bulbs. Do include a photo with next year’s submission.

The Mill Lane approach with its wonderful sweep at Mulroney Spring creates a beautiful vista for the passing 
motorist or walker. It was great to see verges mown to one or two widths & healthy hedgerows with wild grasses & 
flowers.

The long approach from Shilleagh into Carnew with its wonderful mature trees creates a most appealing vista. All 
pathways on all approach roads were well maintained & it creates such a great first impression.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

There is no doubt that the work you have completed to date & your plans for the future have & will continue to give 
the community a sense of pride. As buildings & sites are redeveloped or improved, it improves the whole image of 
Carnew. It is only when you look back over several years & see the progress, that you realise what has been 
accomplished. Well done.

A few items to assist in next year’s submission. It would be helpful to the adjudicator to have a legend on the map & 
to have the new & maintained projects colour coded. We want to see all the work you have completed in the 
previous 12 months & a single sheet of paper is ideal when referencing a route or specific locations. To differentiate 
between projects completed in the last 12 months, please do highlight those on the map as N for New & those 
which were completed in prior years but are being maintained as M. Alternatively apply different colour codes to the 
new & maintained.
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