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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara SuperValu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and keep up the great work. 

Your committee may be small however your volunteer base is sizeable with great support from the wider 
community. It is heartening that you are actively engaged with other community groups & receive ongoing support 
from agencies & local businesses. Your active presence on social media is evident in the number of followers; well 
over half your 2016 population census figure!

Delighted to hear you are working with the two National Schools & Scoil Chonglais on mutually beneficial areas. 
Scoil Chonglais, according to their website, have been actively working on the Green Flag initiative for over 20 years 
& have achieved 9 flags & are working on their 10th, Global Citizenship – Marine Environment. A short synopsis 
each year from each of the 3 schools on their Green Projects would be good to see in your submission. Transition 
Year students provide energy, ideas, enthusiasm & skills for Tidy Towns groups. Well done to you on running 
regular competitions to keep the next generation interested & participating.   

How wonderful that in extending a Céad Míle Fáilte to your new Ukrainian residents, you have gained valuable 
volunteers. Your practical assistance provided on their arrival coupled with your inclusion of them in community 
activities is a testament to Baltinglass’s open nature.
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For a small town, Baltinglass has an astonishing number of buildings listed in the National Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage. You are very fortunate that many retain, to this day, traditional shopfronts & architectural highlights that 
add interest to the streetscape.

The Courthouse sits prominently in the town & is presently looking down at heel. However, judging from the site 
notice there is significant restoration & reuse plans afoot to redevelop it for use as a more inclusive library, updated 
Heritage Centre & a courtyard garden. On completion, in a number of years, it will greatly enhance the town’s 
amenities. A Heritage Centre of this standard & with the ancillary services planned, offers tremendous potential for a 
Heritage Trail, walks, talks & guided tours. The plaque to “The Diceman” is a lovely commemoration.  The 
interpretative panel here is ideally located & well presented.

Fatima Hall’s facade was looking resplendent in its new complimentary colour scheme, & stylish signage. Across 
the road, the Handball Alley has experienced a transformation with its freshly painted exterior, bright new signage & 
beautifully planted green. Well done to both the GAA club & your good selves for an excellent partnership & finished 
product. Some Baltinglass residents have a talent for choosing stunning colour palettes as seen at the Fire Station. 
The mural on the side depicting hill forts & stone monuments adds such vibrancy to an unused façade, such an eye 
catching art installation. Well done to all. This mural in addition to the Edward Street mural may form the beginning 
of a Baltinglass Mural Trail judging from what the adjudicator spied on their way out to The Lord’s Wood. 

Baltinglass’s educational establishments – Outdoor Education & Training Centre; Old Boy’s School – were 
presented very well & with their exterior space add interest to the streetscape. The ecclesiastical establishments 
with their impressive exteriors, grand entrances & exterior green spaces add significantly to the town’s character. 

Slaney Mall was looking well & when the perennial plants start to mature it will soften the hard surfacing here. The 
sign for Baltinglass Abbey is quite obscured in its location although it is understood that this is a commercial area. 
Baltinglass Abbey & Stratford Lodge are historical gems & could be easily missed by a visitor not familiar with the 
town. In time, a Heritage Trail is essential. 

Baltinglass has many business establishments presented to a very high standard. Were businesses aware of the 
Streetscape Enhancement Initiative that included upgrades to building facades? Unfortunately, many of the upper 
storeys are not as well maintained as the ground floors thus detracting from the buildings appearances. If Wicklow 
County Council has a shopfront design guide it would provide a uniform approach to business signage & good to 
see you are considering this in your future plans in order to protect traditional & original shopfronts. The tendency by 
some establishments towards window decals for advertising obscures the interior of shops from the street view & 
detracts from the street visually.

Well done on taking a proactive approach to unoccupied or derelict buildings in the town centre. There is total 
agreement that “unloved” buildings impact negatively on the streetscape. Your engagement with the council & 
approaching the known owners is the extent of the actions you can take while ensuring the buildings are on the 
county’s Derelict Sites Register. Increased demand for housing, the new grant to assist in buying derelict properties, 
redesignation of properties from commercial to residential & the derelict site levy all are combining to reduce the 
stock of derelict properties across the country, slowly but surely. Each community experiences both relief & joy 
when new owners renovate these properties. It is quite astonishing how a lick of paint to a façade lifts a whole street 
as seen on Main Street. In some communities, they have gained access to commercial buildings & used the shop 
windows to highlight local events, children’s art exhibitions, montages of the town in previous times etc. Others have 
had a quiet word with the owners & politely requested maintenance works are carried out on facades & boundary 
areas.
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the road, the Handball Alley has experienced a transformation with its freshly painted exterior, bright new signage & 
beautifully planted green. Well done to both the GAA club & your good selves for an excellent partnership & finished 
product. Some Baltinglass residents have a talent for choosing stunning colour palettes as seen at the Fire Station. 
The mural on the side depicting hill forts & stone monuments adds such vibrancy to an unused façade, such an eye 
catching art installation. Well done to all. This mural in addition to the Edward Street mural may form the beginning 
of a Baltinglass Mural Trail judging from what the adjudicator spied on their way out to The Lord’s Wood. 

Baltinglass’s educational establishments – Outdoor Education & Training Centre; Old Boy’s School – were 
presented very well & with their exterior space add interest to the streetscape. The ecclesiastical establishments 
with their impressive exteriors, grand entrances & exterior green spaces add significantly to the town’s character. 

Slaney Mall was looking well & when the perennial plants start to mature it will soften the hard surfacing here. The 
sign for Baltinglass Abbey is quite obscured in its location although it is understood that this is a commercial area. 
Baltinglass Abbey & Stratford Lodge are historical gems & could be easily missed by a visitor not familiar with the 
town. In time, a Heritage Trail is essential. 

Baltinglass has many business establishments presented to a very high standard. Were businesses aware of the 
Streetscape Enhancement Initiative that included upgrades to building facades? Unfortunately, many of the upper 
storeys are not as well maintained as the ground floors thus detracting from the buildings appearances. If Wicklow 
County Council has a shopfront design guide it would provide a uniform approach to business signage & good to 
see you are considering this in your future plans in order to protect traditional & original shopfronts. The tendency by 
some establishments towards window decals for advertising obscures the interior of shops from the street view & 
detracts from the street visually.

Well done on taking a proactive approach to unoccupied or derelict buildings in the town centre. There is total 
agreement that “unloved” buildings impact negatively on the streetscape. Your engagement with the council & 
approaching the known owners is the extent of the actions you can take while ensuring the buildings are on the 
county’s Derelict Sites Register. Increased demand for housing, the new grant to assist in buying derelict properties, 
redesignation of properties from commercial to residential & the derelict site levy all are combining to reduce the 
stock of derelict properties across the country, slowly but surely. Each community experiences both relief & joy 
when new owners renovate these properties. It is quite astonishing how a lick of paint to a façade lifts a whole street 
as seen on Main Street. In some communities, they have gained access to commercial buildings & used the shop 
windows to highlight local events, children’s art exhibitions, montages of the town in previous times etc. Others have 
had a quiet word with the owners & politely requested maintenance works are carried out on facades & boundary 
areas.

The Weir Park is a fantastic amenity for all the community within walking distance of the town centre. On the day of 
adjudication kayakers were setting up & local families were availing of the brightly painted picnic tables while 
children ran up & down the grassy banks. 

Congratulations & well deserved on achieving the RDS Community Woodland Award for the Lord’s Wood. What an 
asset to have on your doorstep & you have a good partner in Coillte for maintenance & expert advice. The seating 
with its “Diceman” connection is an excellent installation as are the information boards. It is an amazing legacy for 
future generations.

The McAllister area has beautifully flowering insitu planters that negate the need for hanging baskets. Has 
consideration been given to the planting of native saplings here to provide a further greening of the space?

The painted planters at the Fire Station car park add a great pop of colour with thriving saplings & pollinator friendly 
perennials in the main.

The repurposing of the ladies bike, outside Pattersons, as a double planter adds colour & brings a smile – your 
adjudicator’s smile would be wider on seeing more perennials than annuals. 

The sizeable front gardens at the Outdoor Education & Training Centre are a great example of a space breathing 
life into grey streets. The planting scheme provides flowering shrubs at various times of the year providing a wildlife 
friendly environment.

The large green area at Rathcoran House is an incredible space & has so much more potential. It will be interesting 
to see how the newly installed trees, hedging & shrubs will thrive. The residents there have the opportunity to create 
an incredible environment – mini orchards, edible hedges, raised beds, wildflower meadows, herb gardens – the 
possibilities are exciting. 

Án Tearmann astounded your adjudicator. The Tearmann Garden deserves to be the prototype of what can be 
created on parish land for all of a community & in particular for those with additional needs in all generations. The 2 
acre space has an astonishing amount packed into it & the facts that it is open 24/7, has TY volunteers, engages 
with local primary & preschools on GIY and has embraced the newly arrived Ukrainians is remarkable. The entrance 
to the garden with its mural, local photographs, clucking hens & pollinator friendly planting is enchanting.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



Baltinglass is fortunate to have the swifts make the town their holiday home. Your adjudicator heard the callers at 
the convent bell tower, however was not fortunate enough to sight a swift. Are you engaged in monitoring or 
surveying the swift population? It is heartening to hear that Baltinglass was able to fund the project locally. It will be 
interesting to hear next year if any of the boxes were occupied & if the population is increasing. You have expert 
assistance in BirdWatch Ireland.

We love to hear of new projects at Tidy Towns & are always happy to publicise these endeavours on the 
newsletters. The Barn Owl Project is such an important initiative & educating the community on their plight is 
essential so well done on holding talks. Once again, it will be exciting to hear of developments in this project.

Delighted to hear you have included pollinator friendly bulbs in addition to the existing daffodil bulbs in planted 
areas. As you have in this report, do include photos of the spring blooms in next year’s submission. It was a joy to 
see you have taken a proactive approach to planting pollinator friendly plants for all four seasons & the various 
planters were awash with thriving blooms. There is no disputing that there is an increased initial cost however they 
pay for themselves over time like any good investment & many can be subdivided. Evidently, this is true given your 
third place in the County’s Sustainability Awards for your town centre planting, congratulations. The raised beds, 
containers & hanging baskets at Supervalu have a lot to compete with all the signage & paraphernalia. The planting 
there does indeed soften all the hard surfaces. 

The new pollinator friendly mixed native hedge looks to be thriving at the Weir Park & will be a fantastic corridor for 
wildlife with the provision of nectar & berries in time. This type of planting provides an excellent example of what can 
be achieved for biodiversity in public spaces. It was also fantastic to see a one meter strip left for biodiversity on the 
perimeter of a field on the approach road from Aughrim. The road frontage in front of Conductix-Wampfler is ideal 
for tree planting & would allow for a continuation of the wildlife corridor.

It was apparent from the bridge you have a significant problem with Himalayan Balsam & you clearly have this in 
hand having commissioned an invasive species riparian survey. It would be worthwhile educating the community on 
how to identify & report invasive species. The resources at the National Biodiversity Data Centre are available for 
use. https://species.biodiversityireland.ie/profile.php?taxonId=28772&taxonName=impatiens#How_can_you_help 

Great to see the Handball Alley small green space with a stumpery, perennial planting, a gravel path & a wildgrass 
meadow. Well done on the slate notice to educate the community on this space.

There is an excellent publication “Faith Communities: Actions to help pollinators” that would be worth a read given 
the number of churches, graveyards & related establishments within the town.

Well done to the local schools on creating wildflower beds, leaving areas unmown, adopting low mow regimes, 
planting trees and creating & placing hedgehog homes on site.

It is fantastic to hear that there is community wide participation in the National Spring Clean project & you are 
getting regular assistant from KARE group users, the local kayak club, Gaisce students, your Ukrainian visitors & 
the council’s monthly sweeper. Have you considered getting involved with the Pure Mile Project, an excellent 
Wicklow initiative whose aim is to have community members adopt a mile of road & ensure it is litter free? We saw a 
sign for it at Clough Cross on the L3279. www.pureproject.ie 

Perseverance pays off & your Big Belly bins are now in place at the Weir Park & in town that should alleviate the 
previous problem of overflowing bins. Of course, the community needs everyone to take those steps & place their 
rubbish in the bin for disposal! 

You are great for using social media to get messages across in a fun way. The “Selfie” competition for children with 
the added attraction of a potential prize is a lovely carrot approach.

Unfortunately, the town centre was not litter free on adjudication day. It was bin collection day for some premises & 
overflowing bins were left outside on pathways resulting in wind blown debris. Rathcoran’s seating & recreational 
areas had significant amounts of litter strewn about. Kerb sides were well maintained with very few weeds evident & 
pathways were clean.

It might be worth having your Gaisce students perform a survey of any “vacant” poles in the town & reporting the 
findings to the council to have them remove any deemed unnecessary – less clutter.

Delighted that you partnered with Grange Con Tidy Towns on their initiative “Go Greener with Grangcon” & the 
Choose to Reuse campaign. How wonderful that 11 businesses to date have signed up & great to see them feature 
on your social media feeds. Keep it up & who knows how many more you may have by next year’s submission.

Making it easy for people to become more sustainable by providing bite-sized information with tips & tricks is such a 
positive strategy. The medium of social media is once again in use, well done.

It is fantastic to have handy residents who can repair street furniture rather than buy new. The restorative powers of 
paint then work its magic! It shows what can be done with hard work & determination. Perhaps the first step in a 
potential Repair Café, who knows! 

You are taking a very responsible approach to watering your containers with the use of rainwater collected from the 
Courthouse roof. It would be hoped that more householders & businesses could adopt this approach to water 
usage.

Children learn through fun & what better way to get the message across about reuse than through an Easter Bonnet 
competition. Taking the theme to the local business community & having window display competitions keep the fun 
in the message. 

It was great to see solar & PV panels on some of the residences within the town. Have you considered becoming a 
Sustainable Energy Community (SEC)? It may be worth exploring in time. https://www.seai.
ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/start-an-energy-community/ 

You are doing well in this area & the updated Tidy Towns handbook is a good source of ideas if you need any 
further inspiration.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



getting regular assistant from KARE group users, the local kayak club, Gaisce students, your Ukrainian visitors & 
the council’s monthly sweeper. Have you considered getting involved with the Pure Mile Project, an excellent 
Wicklow initiative whose aim is to have community members adopt a mile of road & ensure it is litter free? We saw a 
sign for it at Clough Cross on the L3279. www.pureproject.ie 

Perseverance pays off & your Big Belly bins are now in place at the Weir Park & in town that should alleviate the 
previous problem of overflowing bins. Of course, the community needs everyone to take those steps & place their 
rubbish in the bin for disposal! 

You are great for using social media to get messages across in a fun way. The “Selfie” competition for children with 
the added attraction of a potential prize is a lovely carrot approach.

Unfortunately, the town centre was not litter free on adjudication day. It was bin collection day for some premises & 
overflowing bins were left outside on pathways resulting in wind blown debris. Rathcoran’s seating & recreational 
areas had significant amounts of litter strewn about. Kerb sides were well maintained with very few weeds evident & 
pathways were clean.

It might be worth having your Gaisce students perform a survey of any “vacant” poles in the town & reporting the 
findings to the council to have them remove any deemed unnecessary – less clutter.

The new development at Rathcoran House & convent with the Primary Care Centre at the entrance is a testament 
to what can be achieved with an old building & lands, very impressive redevelopment. The pedestrian access to the 
town, large green spaces, recreational facilities, seating etc all demonstrate how properties can designed within an 
urban space for the benefit of the residents. It would be hoped that the residents would form their own residents 
association. There is an excellent booklet on “Setting up a Residents Association” – well worth providing to all 
estates without an association. 
https://www.dlrcoco.ie/sites/default/files/atoms/files/setting_up_a_residents_association.pdf

Slaney Court on Edward Street is another good example of how a residential development can sit well in an existing 
streetscape. The exterior façade is very well maintained given its street frontage.

The many residents within the town are to be commended for the care they take with their homes & boundaries. It is 
wonderful to see brightly painted facades as well as architectural features left unadorned.

Ardglass set themselves a significant work schedule with the painting of all communal estate walls & the results do 
not disappoint as seen on adjudication day. The entrance avenue lined with maturing trees is lovely as are the 
flowering shrub beds & semi circle of blooming rose campion under the tree canopy. The low mow regime has 
delivered a lovely canopy of flowering clover to the green areas. Parkmore’s approach to seeking advice from a 
biodiversity expert has paid dividends & the planted areas on the avenues are maturing nicely. The estate is 
fortunate to have so many green spaces in addition to the Park & the under tree planting adds great colour. 
Lathaleere’s focus on pollinator friendly planting & leaving areas set aside for wildflowers & grasses softens the hard 
surfacing & provides wonderful pops of colour.   

Many of the estates have green areas that have potential for further tree planting, edible hedges or mini orchards. 
There are so many projects now where it is possible to source additional native trees e.g. Easy Treesie 
www.easytreesie.com; Reforest Nation www.reforestnation.ie; NeighbourWood Scheme run by the Forest Service 
“DC for Bees” is an initiative to create mini orchards in communities.  https://www.hostinireland.com/dc-s-for-bees

The approach road from Blessington has a wonderful vista of wildflower & wildgrass verges with mown edges. The 
ragwort was ablaze in yellow, a cinnabar moth’s feast. The mature trees on the roadsides create a lovely avenue. 
How amazing the pathway looks with the edged verge, a lot of work but worth the end result. The bed at Raheen 
triangle is striking in its planting scheme & the restored stonewall as a backdrop creates the perfect setting. The 
pony tails were in full sway when seen on adjudication day. How fortunate to have a granite bench donated - no 
reason to put off a walk in that direction when a resting spot is available. 

The R747 road is well presented with stonewalls, green verges with well established avenues of trees & well 
maintained footpaths to the hospital & GAA club. The bare wall frontage of the GAA grounds stand in sharp contrast 
to the green boundaries elsewhere. A pollinator friendly climber, like honeysuckle might be considered.

The N81 approach road from the town has very tightly mown verges until one arrives at Clough Cross & what a 
delightful panorama. It was a pleasure to walk through the mown paths & take in all the native hedge planting, wild 
grasses & wild flowers flourishing. The provision of seating here with views over the hinterland has created an oasis. 
Lovely to see on the bank opposite the area under the trees has been left as a wildflower meadow. The “Berm” on 
the opposite side is a revelation in what can be achieved in such a space. The drone footage on your Facebook 
page provides a very different but equally intriguing perspective. 

The hedging on Brook Lane is thriving & providing great colour as is the hornbeam hedging on the R747. The new 
signage for the town on the five approach roads creates a uniform theme for the town.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Concluding Remarks:

Well done on integrating the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in to your application & continuing to highlight 
them on your social media feeds. It was your adjudicator’s first ever visit to Baltinglass & it was most enjoyable with 
no shortage of walking & sights to take in. Your map was excellent & easy to follow with the legend alongside. You 
have achieved much in the past three years & with the plans you have we look forward to seeing Baltinglass realize 
its potential.

Here are a few easy suggestions to assist in next year’s submission. Firstly, in order to allow your answers to be 
easily read it would be helpful if you could use a different font colour & size. Secondly, do proof read your 
application, as there was some repetition in the section under Green Spaces & Landscaping.


