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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and keep up the great work. 

You are to be commended for having a sizeable committee but more importantly having such a large group of 
willing volunteers & more to call upon when the need arises. This really is testament to your statement that 
Annacurra is a “brilliant little community”. The old adage “Willing hands lighten the load” holds true for your 
community and recognizing each person’s strengths & talents in order to perform roles encourages community 
members to stay the pace. Your community’s response to the lack of public funding for the Crossroads pedestrian 
footpath is a prime example.

It is so important to recognize, as you have done, the roles other organizations & individuals play in allowing you to 
achieve your goals & it is a pleasure to see the role call. Community project completion is made so much easier 
when there is collaboration & two-way communication. It is so much easier for local councils & bodies to assist local 
communities when they are approached with ideas & there is a meeting of minds. 

Local businesses have been very supportive of your plans with the provision of materials either for free or at cost 
price. To garner so much assistance, the community must have an ethos of shop local. It is wonderful to see that 
where it is possible, services & goods are sourced from the local business community. It is a win win for all. 

Social media is a must for all Tidy Towns groups & it is wonderful to see you embrace the medium & put it to good 
effect with photos of the planters, litter prevention videos, calls out for assistance & the all important thank you. It is 
so important you are also cognizant of those for whom the parish newsletter & local paper are their medium for 
news.

Active engagement with the local school with reap benefits for you both & we look forward to seeing those various 
projects & ideas come to fruition. The school’s involvement in the Green School’s program is invaluable & will allow 
a cross over of ideas. You might let us know the flags they have achieved, those they are working towards in next 
year’s submission & details about the various projects & ideas on which you have liaised with the school.

Your map is well presented & easy to navigate with the legend, numbering & colour coding, thank you. The entry is 
professionally presented & a pleasure for this adjudicator to peruse.

Your 3 – 5 year plan is a good start & you are quite correct to take your time with the planning stages to ensure you 
protect what is in existence before adding in additional facilities. Your existing relationships with the local County 
Council, Wicklow Partnership & Coillte will assist you in making decisions. As with all plans, it would be a good idea 
to place time scales on each part of each project as then progress can be measured & adjusted if required.
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Your 3 – 5 year plan is a good start & you are quite correct to take your time with the planning stages to ensure you 
protect what is in existence before adding in additional facilities. Your existing relationships with the local County 
Council, Wicklow Partnership & Coillte will assist you in making decisions. As with all plans, it would be a good idea 
to place time scales on each part of each project as then progress can be measured & adjusted if required.

This was your adjudicator’s first visit to Annacurra & what a pleasure. From the entrance over the stone bridge to 
the wonderful views coming back down from the Holy Year Cross, the village is nestled in a stunning pastoral 
scene. It was a delight to see the old cobble drains retained in the village. 

St Brigid’s Church & the National School are clearly the focal points in the village. The historic church is a beautiful 
building & the graveyard & grounds are well maintained. The National School with its rustic outdoor classroom, 
positive messages displayed on the steps, well established trees & grounds were well presented. The railings & 
gates would benefit from a fresh coat of paint. The trees along the school boundary soften the car park serving the 
school, church, Ciaran Shannon Walk & playground.

The Community Hall with its freshly painted door, washed frontage & new planters looks well. We wish you well in 
your endeavours to seek funding to have the car park resurfaced & relined. 

The sole commercial building, The Saltee Pub is very attractive with lovely planting & garden area.

The accessible for all playground was a magnet the day of the adjudication & its location close to the school, GAA 
grounds, Ciaran Shannon Walk and car park is ideal. 

There are few communities where derelict properties do not exist. There is very little that can be done if the property 
owner is not open to engaging with you on the area. All you can do is to keep the lines of communication open & 
hope they will change their minds. Your work on establishing the ownership of the other site will take time. However 
the array of brambles will provide you with lots of blackberries this autumn – always a silver lining! Hopefully by the 
time of the adjudication next year, the gates at the entrance to the GAA grounds will be replaced as planned.

The area to the right hand side of the entrance to the GAA grounds is enhanced with the new planting scheme. The 
salvia as it matures will provide wonderful colour & of course attract bees. 

The location of the multipurpose seat cum planter is perfect for a chat while keeping an eye on playing children. The 
plans to further develop this small area with more seating, a community Herb Garden & some landscaping this 
coming autumn will be a pleasure for next year’s adjudicator to visit. The decision to use one colour scheme for the 
community planters makes visual sense.

As noted, the Community Hall car park is used daily & extensively by the community thus it is difficult to locate 
larger containers at the entrance or suggested herb garden. The new planters soften the approach and always great 
to receive positive feedback from the community on a new installation. The planters at the church & school add a 
lovely pop of colour & provide complimentary perennial colour.

The graveyard is well maintained & again we note your view on keep the grass trimmed for older people accessing 
the graves. 

Your plans for the landscaping of the green areas at the Annacurra crossroads entrance will be assisted by the 
advice provided by the Tree Council of Ireland. We look forward to seeing the finished project during next year’s 
adjudication.

The Ciaran Shannon Walk is an incredible amenity to have within the village. Your adjudicator enjoyed the looped 
walk & it was well used by families, cyclists & dog walkers on the day of the visit. The bilingual signage provides an 
interesting read in addition to the map.

Your plans for tree planting at the school in addition to providing a tree sapling to each household will be an 
important legacy. You might let us know what the mowing regime is now at the school grounds & what are the plans 
for the grass cuttings, which presently sit in a pile? The addition of pollinator shrubs to the school entrance will 
provide interest & colour.

The area to the right hand side of the entrance to the GAA grounds is enhanced with the new planting scheme. The 
salvia as it matures will provide wonderful colour & of course attract bees. 

The location of the multipurpose seat cum planter is perfect for a chat while keeping an eye on playing children. The 
plans to further develop this small area with more seating, a community Herb Garden & some landscaping this 
coming autumn will be a pleasure for next year’s adjudicator to visit. The decision to use one colour scheme for the 
community planters makes visual sense.

As noted, the Community Hall car park is used daily & extensively by the community thus it is difficult to locate 
larger containers at the entrance or suggested herb garden. The new planters soften the approach and always great 
to receive positive feedback from the community on a new installation. The planters at the church & school add a 
lovely pop of colour & provide complimentary perennial colour.

The graveyard is well maintained & again we note your view on keep the grass trimmed for older people accessing 
the graves. 

Your plans for the landscaping of the green areas at the Annacurra crossroads entrance will be assisted by the 
advice provided by the Tree Council of Ireland. We look forward to seeing the finished project during next year’s 
adjudication.

The Ciaran Shannon Walk is an incredible amenity to have within the village. Your adjudicator enjoyed the looped 
walk & it was well used by families, cyclists & dog walkers on the day of the visit. The bilingual signage provides an 
interesting read in addition to the map.

Your plans for tree planting at the school in addition to providing a tree sapling to each household will be an 
important legacy. You might let us know what the mowing regime is now at the school grounds & what are the plans 
for the grass cuttings, which presently sit in a pile? The addition of pollinator shrubs to the school entrance will 
provide interest & colour.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



As noted, the Community Hall car park is used daily & extensively by the community thus it is difficult to locate 
larger containers at the entrance or suggested herb garden. The new planters soften the approach and always great 
to receive positive feedback from the community on a new installation. The planters at the church & school add a 
lovely pop of colour & provide complimentary perennial colour.

The graveyard is well maintained & again we note your view on keep the grass trimmed for older people accessing 
the graves. 

Your plans for the landscaping of the green areas at the Annacurra crossroads entrance will be assisted by the 
advice provided by the Tree Council of Ireland. We look forward to seeing the finished project during next year’s 
adjudication.

The Ciaran Shannon Walk is an incredible amenity to have within the village. Your adjudicator enjoyed the looped 
walk & it was well used by families, cyclists & dog walkers on the day of the visit. The bilingual signage provides an 
interesting read in addition to the map.

Your plans for tree planting at the school in addition to providing a tree sapling to each household will be an 
important legacy. You might let us know what the mowing regime is now at the school grounds & what are the plans 
for the grass cuttings, which presently sit in a pile? The addition of pollinator shrubs to the school entrance will 
provide interest & colour.

On the adjudication day, there was a large gathering at the National School & playground. By the time your 
adjudicator was leaving, the car park was almost empty & it is a testament to your community that there was not one 
item of litter to be seen. The involvement of your whole community in litter collection, young & older, has clearly 
created an ethos of cleanliness. The 2021 Facebook videos are a great way to reach a wider audience. Perhaps 
some of your younger community members might use TikTok as their creative outlet for further videos!  It is 
heartening to hear that the council litter pickups are decreasing in frequency to quarterly from monthly. 

The same day, the recycling bins were in the process of being emptied & the driver was sweeping & tidying up after 
the collection. The area was left in pristine condition. 

Annacurra could be used as the model for the maintenance of kerb sides weed & debris free– fantastic work. 

Many communities grapple with the problem of dog fouling by a minority of dog owners. Some have installed bio 
bag dispensers, dog poo bins, various signs etc to encourage responsible disposal. All you can do is educate & 
remind.

The incorporation into your plans of a Bus Shelter located at the crossroads may encourage some people to avail of 
the local link bus as the lack of shelter from the elements may be a deterrent presently. You could emulate 
Butlersbridge in Cavan whose bus shelter has a green roof!

We would encourage you to segregate your waste on your litter collection days. Some communities have found, 
once segregated, they diverted over 70% of the waste collected from landfill to recycling or compost!

The creation of arts & crafts from recycled materials by the school children is to be encouraged. Their finished 
items, as provide in the accompanying photos, clearly demonstrate what can be achieved. 

You are fortunate to have green fingered residents who have the skills to grow plants from seed for the containers. 
As some of your plants mature, you may be able to take cuttings or subdivide for future planting. Wicklow libraries 
have a Community Seed Ark, which is accessible to community groups.

Do refer to the Tidy Towns updated handbook as there are many ideas on this topic. Once again, your active 
presence on social media will allow you to run campaigns e.g. 30 energy tips, one a day over a month; green 
cleaning etc.

There is a lot of local pride in Annacurra & this is very obvious in the high standard presentation of homes, gardens 
& boundaries. The retaining of stonewalls continues a seamless vista through the village. In time it would be of 
interest to document the history of the oldest houses in the village.

Hazel Hill housing estate is well-sized residential development for a village & again they all have the same sense of 
pride in presentation. They might consider planting a mini orchard on the green – check out “DC for Bees” who 
provide fruit trees for free. https://www.hostinireland.com/dc-s-for-bees An area underneath left wild for pollinators 
may be possible. We look forward to seeing the wall climbing plants in situ on the entrance walls next year. Have 
the residents considered designating some of the green area facing onto the public road for pollinators?

Your plans for the Annacurra Crossroads have safety at their core & the adjudicator would agree with you on the 
speed of traffic. A pedestrian walkway for local & school bus passengers is the preferred option rather than walking 
on the road. Your landscaping plans (with accompanying sketch) with native hedgerows, seasonal & pollinator 
friendly planting will seamlessly incorporate the new path. You are fortunate to have a wonderful backdrop of mature 
trees. As part of the native hedgerow you might consider an edible hedgerow including species like crab apple, wild 
plums/damsons, blackthorn, hazel etc. 

The plans for the installation of new bilingual signage for the village from the crossroads will be most welcome & has 
an attractive style. With all the work taking place, the upgrading of the Post Box is opportune. 

The stonewalls lining the road entrance to the village create a wonderful panorama. The work involved in retrieving 
the displaced stones from the fields below was a mammoth task & the pictures demonstrate the whole community 
effort involved in the work. The collaboration with Wicklow Partnership on securing a skilled stonemason for the 
remedial works was fortuitous. The Dry Stone Wall Association of Ireland (DSWAI) & Teagasc are also good 
sources of information. You are to be congratulated for taking on such a significant & ongoing project. The contrast 
in the pictures from 2013 seen elsewhere & the day of the visit demonstrate visually the scale of the improvement.

The retention of the granite gate posts & the old wrought iron gates at field entrances on the approach road is great 
to see. A fresh coat of paint would ensure they pop on the approach. Most of these gates will have been made by 
local blacksmiths & according to Shem Caulfield “their design often illustrates a distinctive local style. This local style 
is such an important part of our rural heritage.” Further investigation to determine their age would be an interesting 
exercise.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Your plans for the Annacurra Crossroads have safety at their core & the adjudicator would agree with you on the 
speed of traffic. A pedestrian walkway for local & school bus passengers is the preferred option rather than walking 
on the road. Your landscaping plans (with accompanying sketch) with native hedgerows, seasonal & pollinator 
friendly planting will seamlessly incorporate the new path. You are fortunate to have a wonderful backdrop of mature 
trees. As part of the native hedgerow you might consider an edible hedgerow including species like crab apple, wild 
plums/damsons, blackthorn, hazel etc. 

The plans for the installation of new bilingual signage for the village from the crossroads will be most welcome & has 
an attractive style. With all the work taking place, the upgrading of the Post Box is opportune. 

The stonewalls lining the road entrance to the village create a wonderful panorama. The work involved in retrieving 
the displaced stones from the fields below was a mammoth task & the pictures demonstrate the whole community 
effort involved in the work. The collaboration with Wicklow Partnership on securing a skilled stonemason for the 
remedial works was fortuitous. The Dry Stone Wall Association of Ireland (DSWAI) & Teagasc are also good 
sources of information. You are to be congratulated for taking on such a significant & ongoing project. The contrast 
in the pictures from 2013 seen elsewhere & the day of the visit demonstrate visually the scale of the improvement.

The retention of the granite gate posts & the old wrought iron gates at field entrances on the approach road is great 
to see. A fresh coat of paint would ensure they pop on the approach. Most of these gates will have been made by 
local blacksmiths & according to Shem Caulfield “their design often illustrates a distinctive local style. This local style 
is such an important part of our rural heritage.” Further investigation to determine their age would be an interesting 
exercise.

Concluding Remarks:

My compliments on a well presented submission & a clear & concise map, always a pleasure for an adjudicator. It is 
quite amazing what you have accomplished given you are only in your second year of participation. Evidently this is 
due to your meitheal approach of completing projects. Your plans for the future are ambitious however with the 
continued support of the community there is no doubting your success. As you are new to the competition, it would 
be worth meeting with other Tidy Towns groups in Wicklow to exchange ideas, hear about their projects & hurdles.


