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Fáilte Maolan na nGabhar chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch 
daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 

A special welcome to the new Oyletgate TT committee – relaunched in December ’21 under the auspices of a new 
umbrella group – Oylegate Development Committee.  We acknowledge that you are still finding your feet so to 
speak and wish you luck with your recruitment drive. This fresh community engagement with local clubs, groups and 
businesses can only help the overall cause, whether or not they directly join the committee.  We would encourage 
you to reach out to other similar-sized Tidy Towns groups to see what worked or not for them.  Tidy Towns groups 
usually love to share! Also make sure you are on the mailing list of your Tidy Towns contact at Wexford Co Co and 
your local Environmental Awareness Officer as both these sections offer free training and supports for Tidy Towns 
groups.  We note that you are in receipt of County Council amenity funding so that’s a sign of positive engagement. 
Other organisations such as Wexford Local Development can also be of assistance and offer supports.  It is good to 
hear that one of your committee members is also connected to the school as those links are important. There is 
much overlap between Green Schools and Tidy Towns activities. Please provide the name of the community 
Facebook page.  Ideally we would like to see some photos with your Entry Form, particularly ‘before’ and ‘after’ 
photos of any building or landscaping projects. It is reassuring that you have put a brief plan together and will focus 
on some of the basic requirements for now in terms of galvanising the community, litter control and landscaping.  
Lean leis an dea-obair. Keep up the good work and we wish you well.
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We acknowledge your comments regarding some village projects being beyond your control.  The cycle lanes will 
be a welcome addition, despite the short-term nuisance and the fact that your flower beds are in the process of 
being dug up. We hope they weren’t planted too recently! Again, with your active committee now in place, two-way 
communication between Oylegate community and Wexford Co Co can perhaps enable more strategic local planning 
and circumvent this waste of effort and resources.  All is in neat order at the Business Park, where we admired the 
painted sign to the rear of MJ Recks. Oylegate has some fine buildings such as the Garda Station and the 
substantial ‘Mernagh’s’ property that enhances the village streetscape. The hanging baskets are a nice contrast to 
the neutral tones of the paint scheme.  Thank you for the update in relation to the derelict property and do keep us 
updated on this and any other such vacant properties. Marks are awarded for positive engagement, no matter the 
outcome. The church is neat though a bit bare of landscaping in the vast front area. The planters here don’t do 
much to enhance the appearance -better use of colour on the containers themselves as well as the plants, would 
make a stronger impact. (e.g. black containers, red or pink flowers) The lovely park elements and graveyard to the 
right-hand side compensate though we would love to see the composting area more suitably positioned or 
screened.  A longer-term vision for this whole area would be ideal.  There is funding available for such feasibility 
studies for public realm enhancement/landscaping. Keep talking to your local representative(s) and County Council 
community department as well as Wexford Local Development. Freeman’s Gala shop and post office looks well.
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right-hand side compensate though we would love to see the composting area more suitably positioned or 
screened.  A longer-term vision for this whole area would be ideal.  There is funding available for such feasibility 
studies for public realm enhancement/landscaping. Keep talking to your local representative(s) and County Council 
community department as well as Wexford Local Development. Freeman’s Gala shop and post office looks well.

Your recent projects include relocating the ICA statue (planting planned here), the replacement of shrubs and 
flowers in exiting beds and adding a new bed at the new Enniscorthy Rd bus stop.  The Slaney Inn has made good 
efforts to brighten up the surroundings and around the nearby bottle banks.  The beds along the roadside here 
brighten up the streetscape. It is nice to have some benches for people to sit and chat.  They may need treatment 
before next year’s competition! For the future, it would be lovely to see a variety of planting for year-round colour 
and interest.  Is there anyone living locally who could help you with a landscaping/Plan (sometimes groups get 
assistance from their local nursery in return for sending some business their way).  The new Tidy Towns handbook 
is essential reading for any new members is clearly broken into the different categories so you can direct specific 
people to relevant parts of it https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/.  Raphael’s Healing Garden including 
beautiful water feature was a delight to visit and the diverse wall-side planting here most impression.  At the 
min-park beside the church, some tree care may be in order as a couple appear to be struggling.

No information was submitted under this category.  Oylegate has some areas rich in biodiversity such as the area to 
the left of the church.  The All-Ireland pollinator plan is seen as an important guideline for Tidy Towns groups and 
apart from focal points in the village, a move away from water-intensive flowers that don’t offer any biodiversity 
value.  It offers lots of practical advice and suitable plant lists so it is worth dipping into and becoming familiar with  
https://pollinators.ie/communities/resources-for-community-groups/.  Something to think about as you make future 
plans. Linking in with your local school and their green schools activities might also offer some actions to include 
here, especially if they are organised jointly with Tidy Towns. Has the school carried out any biodiversity surveys 
around the village?   Several Wexford groups attended a County Council biodiversity training course for TT groups 
over the last couple of years so perhaps you could express interest in attending any similar being organised in the 
near future. Walks and talks are another great way of engaging the community as is engagement online – for 
example simply putting a photo of a local plant or creature on your facebook page and say why it is special. There 
are some very reputable facebook pages, whose information you could share amongst your community to raise 
awareness of biodiversity and local habitats to be appreciated and protected.

We are delighted to note your involvement in National Spring Clean – do tell us roughly how many took part and if  
any major highlights?  Any community employment workers are a great asset to any community and should get a 
mention in the first category. Their vigilant litter picking in the village means that committee members can focus on 
the outskirts of the village.  Establishing regular litter picking routines is indeed the answer to keeping the place litter 
free and discouraging any further littering. Well done to all involved. 
The village presents quite a tidy appearance. There does appear to be evidence of weed chemical spraying, which 
should be discouraged where possible for environmental reasons. The bottle banks were spotless. PJ’s takeaway is 
neatly presented; the weed barrier on the nearby flower bed ideally needs some material to disguise it (mulch or 
stone). We would encourage you to keep an eye out on posters for various events stuck to poles and encourage 
advertisers to remove them immediately after the event. The pedestrian gate to the graveyard would benefit from 
painting soon.

It is good to know that the residents of Cum an Tobair are composting their green waste. Because of the newness of 
your committee, no further information was provided under this category. This category relates to how we reduce 
our reliance on precious resources and therefore our environmental impact – that includes waste (e.g reuse or 
repair examples), water (any rainwater harvesting or other water-saving initiatives?) or energy (any energy 
upgrades to buildings or other energy saving measures?) and Transport (sustainable transport options – are more 
people using bus service for example?  Is there bike parking existing or planned?) These are just a few sample 
ideas. You should definitely mention any new bike paths next time and let us know if more people are using cycling. 
Think about what’s going in the community currently as a starting point and as said before, link in with the school as 
they no doubt have some measures under their Green Schools action plan.  We would ask that you update us on 
the green schools status each year.  The ‘sustainability’ section of the TT handbook (referenced above) will give you 
lots of ideas. Pick one or two that will work for Oylegate. We look forward to hearing of further progress next time.

It is great news for Oylegate that the construction of a new community playground will shortly go ahead at the Cum 
an Tobar green area. We look forward to visiting next time.  This area and nearby Community Centre looked very 
well with some attractive planting up towards the main road.  Would there be any consideration given to planting a 
central ornamental tree at the ‘Ring’, St. David’s Terrace?  It would make for a beautiful entranceway to the estate. 
The row of main road houses near the shops were admired for their elegant design and character. Power’s Court 
has some good roadside hedging to provide screening, interest and sound barrier from passing traffic. Individual 
homes and gardens add to the overall positive impression. Well done to all residents.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Despite being situated on a busy thoroughfare, Oylegate has managed to retain a pleasant village atmosphere. The 
new footpath was observed. As mentioned above, the cycle tracks will be a welcome addition.  Hopefully more 
cyclists will be encouraged to stop off in Oylegate. The new bus stops look great. Grass verges area well 
maintained with some attractive tree planting on approaches.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Your new committee has made a great start with a several behind-the-scenes achievements in recent months.  It 
may seem daunting at times but every little thing that any volunteer does in Oylegate will have a positive impact on 
your village. Please also refer back to your 2019 Adjudication Report as it provided some comprehensive 
recommendations that are still be valid. Onwards and upwards for Oylegate! Keep up the great work and best of 
luck with all your future plans.


