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Fáilte Coill an Iarainn chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh 
as ucht na hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.
We welcome Kilanerin to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. It was a pleasure to visit your lovely village 
for the first time. Thank you for your concise entry and for your continuing commitment to your place. The map was 
useful; however, we were unable to locate the accompanying legend to identify your numbered projects.  If possible, 
please include the legend on the same page as the map with the numbers also included in the main text with that 
project. Your active committee of 10 members meets monthly and has the support of a wider number of volunteers.  
Whats app and Facebook are the main forms of communication. You are supported in your efforts by outside 
agencies such as Wexford Co Co, Wexford Local Development, DRCD and the Windfarm Benefit Fund. It is good to 
hear that you are engaging with the local school. No mention is made of any businesses or clubs in or around the 
village that support Tidy Towns in any way?  Please tell us. The village CE/RSS workers should receive a mention 
under this category.   Do you have a Tidy Towns Plan you are working towards?  We would suggest you keep 
records and some photos of work carried out during the year so that you don’t undersell yourselves in the 
entry-form.  It would be useful to the adjudicator if you could respond to key recommendations in the previous 
adjudication report and give a brief update.  Lean leis an dea-obair. Keep up the good work.
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Kilanerin Tidy Towns has been busy ensuring that the streetscape and open spaces are presented to a high 
standard. The GAA clubhouse and entrance looks very well following recent painting. Well done to the Men’s Shed 
group (they should also get a mention under the first category) for restoring the famine pots.  Please submit a photo 
next time when they are in their new home. The Community Centre is an impressive facility and a wonderful addition 
to the village.  A nearby timber fence needs treatment soon.  The parish hall is fresh and neat with some colour 
provided by the geraniums and hydrangeas.  The car park here is very neat. It is to see pedestrian connectivity to 
the nearby estate and from there to other parts of the village.  The ‘Taobh na Coille, Coill an Iarainn’ sign makes for 
interesting reading but there is too much text on the sign and the font is too small to easily read. All was in neat 
order at the playground. The tree sculpture was admired. All was in neat order at the Gala and adjacent pub. We 
like the simple but effective presentation of the red water feature.
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The roadside presentation of the GAA club is one of the best we have seen on our travels – credit to those who tend 
to it.  The hedge and boundary planting provides good screening and softening effect that greatly enhances this 
approach road. The attractive mixed planting provides good structure with some pollinator-friendly species 
observed. Further along was a stunning display of roadside lavenders in full bloom. Planters and flower beds 
throughout the village are well-maintained. Just one planter is in need of attention. One or two would benefit from a 
couple more plants to cover the soil and a provide a fuller looking container (keep the weeds down too!).  We loved 
the various areas of pocket planting to brighten up corners such as the gable-end shrubbery at the main crossroads. 
The Park area opposite the community centre is an important village amenity – we like the contemporary style here.  
We note that maintenance work has recently been carried on the fountain.
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observed. Further along was a stunning display of roadside lavenders in full bloom. Planters and flower beds 
throughout the village are well-maintained. Just one planter is in need of attention. One or two would benefit from a 
couple more plants to cover the soil and a provide a fuller looking container (keep the weeds down too!).  We loved 
the various areas of pocket planting to brighten up corners such as the gable-end shrubbery at the main crossroads. 
The Park area opposite the community centre is an important village amenity – we like the contemporary style here.  
We note that maintenance work has recently been carried on the fountain.

This category has been a strong focus for KTT in recent times and you have some well-considered plans, though a 
little vague on progress since last year.  We were hoping to hear some key findings from your biodiversity study as 
this initiative was included in last year’s entry?  Perhaps it is an overall Biodiversity Plan that is still in development 
one year later?  A biodiversity walk has been held through the village and local woods. Did many participate in this 
community event? We would love to see a photo and briefly hear of any key highlights.  Funding has also been 
received to implement projects recommended by the 2021 biodiversity survey and a number of sites identified for 
further biodiversity enhancement including two former marlholes near the Community Centre, invasive species 
control and planting of native hedging.  We look forward to specific updates on these worthwhile actions.  We note 
that the clay bund around the new car park at Kilanerin Wood has been plated with mixed hedging.  Is the school 
involved in any biodiversity actions as part of their Green School Programme? Keep up the good work and 
remember to provide ample evidence/detail of work completed so that we can award you marks accordingly.

You are assisted by your CE/RSS who carry out regular litter picking around the village. This is supported by local 
residents who collect litter from their own stretch of road as part of the North Wexford 2k Clean initiative. Is there an 
annual ‘national spring clean’ clean-up organised in Kilanerin? Please tell us how you engage with your various 
residence associations in terms of linking in on this category?  The village was very clean and tidy on the day of our 
visit so well done to all involved.

We would love to hear a little more about the polytunnel garden and how it fits into community life?  Is this overseen 
by Tidy Towns or a separate group?  Is there composting and/or rainwater harvesting. It is wonderful to hear that 
Kilanerin has an active Sustainable Energy Community (SEC) committee and that an application for LEADER 
funding has been submitted for Community Centre solar panels.   We are aware of the huge amount of work 
involved in getting to RESS auction stage. We wish all involved in the three community solar farms all the very best 
with getting these ventures up and running and look forward to an update. It is good to see that A rated 
contemporary homes are being built in the village. Well done to Kilanerin N.S. for recently achieving their Green 
Flag. It would be nice to know what flag they were working on and a few key actions, particularly if it involved linking 
up with the Tidy Towns group or wider community. Keep up the good work.

Residents are playing their part by ensuring that their homes and gardens are well presented – in both residential 
developments and roadside properties. Most estates have attractive name stones – it is always good to see some 
uniformity and bilingual signage to give a sense of cohesion to the overall appearance.  The planting at The Elms 
was admired. It is good to see ample tree planting in several residential areas. Well done to An Bruach residents for 
planting a wildflower margin – hopefully everyone is aware of what is happening and doesn’t think it ‘untidy’.  We 
commend the fact that these residents have their very own Pollinator Plan! The shrubbery at the estate entrance 
may need tidying up soon if it is encroaching on the name stone. There are still vast expanses of mown grass areas 
in some residential areas – perhaps some thought could be given to leaving certain areas uncut or decreasing the 
mowing regime, using mown paths for a design/functional element if desired?  Keep an eye on timber fences as 
some would benefit from treatment soon. Well done to all your proud residents.

The ‘Coill an Iarann’ name stones were admired – these are nicely planted to give a welcoming impression. Kerb 
sweeping with hedge and grass trimming is carried out by local residents. Kilanerin Woods is well-signposted with 
good information on walking trails and local biodiversity.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It is clear to see from our visit that the ongoing work and enthusiasm of your community volunteers, residents and 
CE/RSS workers is ensuring that Kilanerin is a clean, attractive and welcoming village to be proud of.  Well done on 
another impressive performance from Kilanerin Tidy Towns. Keep up this standard and all the best with future 
projects.


