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Fáilte Ráth an Chuilinn chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch 
daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We welcome 
Hollyfort to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your clearly laid-out and colour-coded entry 
form that includes how your various projects link to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s).  It is great to hear 
that Tidy Towns involvement has helped reignite a sense of community and pride in the village as is evidenced by 
the regular community events. Well done to all involved in the historical exhibition and anniversary event to 
commemorate 200 years of the old school.  It is encouraging to hear that you managed to recruit four new 
volunteers over the last two years. Your wide range of communication channels including Hollyfort blog and annual 
newsletter to 200 households keeps the wider community informed of your activities. You work in close collaboration 
with Wexford Co Co, Wexford Trails and Coillte and are supported by a number of local businesses. The welcome 
letter for new residents has been effective.  Please ensure that your projects submitted are relevant to the Tidy 
Towns categories. Keep up the great work. Lean leis an dea-obair.
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Your improvement works have continued at the community car park, including the installation of the height restrictor 
and the trailhead sign.  The adjacent Old School community centre forms an important part of your built heritage 
and your group has prioritised its upkeep and preservation in recent years. You have been working hard to secure 
grants in order to carry out works including replacement windows and painting.  Well done on securing a 5-year 
lease with the parish in order to carry out suitable preservation works.  We wish you well with your plans for here 
and also at the old forge. We are delighted for your community to hear that two significant derelict buildings were 
sold and are now being refurbished. This will make a huge difference to the overall presentation of the village. 
Barbecue Cowboys on the site of the former shop, is a fine facility. It would be great if the steel shutters could be 
opened during daytime hours or an alternative sought as when shuttered up it lends a somewhat uninviting 
impression to the streetscape. The more traditional Cooney’s shop and pub looks very well. Your efforts to install 
place name slates are commended. These really give a sense of the village’s past and heritage. The neat but 
simple presentation of the lovely water pump beautifully highlights this feature. St. John’s is another building of note 
in the village, with beautifully maintained railings. Perhaps funding could be found to paint the roadside wall soon?
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Thank you for clearly highlighting how you have responded to previous adjudicators’ recommendations, for example 
expanding your use of colour, perennials and pollinator-friendly planting. Your photos show that the spring daffodils 
provide a welcome splash of colour at village entrance signs. We were impressed with the various pockets of 
planting around the village centre, particularly at the main crossroads.  The timber troughs blend in well and are well 
maintained. We wish you well with the development of your new garden space at the Old School. Some young trees 
near the entrance require attention.  The three new mountain ash trees at the River Bann trail entrance were 
positively noted.
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provide a welcome splash of colour at village entrance signs. We were impressed with the various pockets of 
planting around the village centre, particularly at the main crossroads.  The timber troughs blend in well and are well 
maintained. We wish you well with the development of your new garden space at the Old School. Some young trees 
near the entrance require attention.  The three new mountain ash trees at the River Bann trail entrance were 
positively noted.

We are impressed with your efforts to embrace this category. It is good to hear that your group supports the 
County’s Biodiversity Action Plan. This helps inform your actions such as planting nectar-rich plants and being 
mindful of hedge and stonewall habitats.   Perhaps you could use this as a basis for your own local Biodiversity 
Plan? Congratulations on being highly commended in the Keep Wexford Beautiful awards 2021 for your video 
project Sounds of the Season River Bann, also for your awareness raising around Biodiversity Week ’22 and your 
local SAC. Your efforts to plant native trees including fruit trees are lauded, in addition to your newsletter article to 
raise awareness of the environmental importance of trees.  
In response to last year’s adjudication report, we positively note that you have set aside in the Old School’s grounds 
for a wildflower meadow, also that you have adopted a reduced mowing regime at the Honey Orchard.  We are 
sorry to hear that Japanese Knotweed is a problem along the wheelchair accessible Bann river trail.  We are 
delighted to hear that you have applied for supports to tackle it and hope you succeed with your worthwhile 
application. Please keep us updated next time. We are further encouraged that you promote the importance of the 
SAC characteristics of this ecologically important area. The wild primroses at the Old School make for a beautiful 
sight – might we suggest you make your photos slightly bigger for the adjudicator to clearly see such projects.  It is 
good to hear you liaise with Coillte and that Hollyfort is formally involved in Wexford Trails CLG enabling community 
feedback, consultation and participation in the management of your local trails.

Well done to all involved in your daily/weekly litter picks and involvement in campaigns such as National Spring 
Clean and the 2km roadside clean-up.  The village was spotless on adjudication day.  Participation in initiatives such 
as Wexford Co Co’s Litter Management workshop offers groups guidance and enables sharing of ideas. 
We positively note that you cleaned road signs and name stones earlier this year and replaced the vandalised picnic 
table at the Bann Trail. A bench in the village centre would benefit from treatment soon. We would kindly suggest 
that a more appropriate space than the main village crossroads could be found for the leaf mould. The recycling 
centre was in very neat order.

You present several practical examples of how Hollyfort is striving to be a more sustainable community – from 
promotion of reuse and upcycling to LED lighting upgrades. Attendance at county training events such as the 
workshop on SEAI funding further informs your efforts. We positively note that plants are watered from the village 
pump. What is the source of this water? Is there an opportunity to harvest and use rainwater for this purpose?  
We noted the new bike parking at the community car park.  Vegetable raised beds maintained by the community 
and sponsored by the Plant Medicine School are thriving – well done to all involved in this and the information day 
on herb/tree medicine. Growing food in the community is certainly an excellent way of minimising our carbon 
footprint. Do keep us updated on your promotion of the carbon calculator – any interesting findings from your 
residents? We like the fact that you encourage local residents to avail of your fruit harvest and encourage the 
younger residents by giving them wildflower seeds. We wish you well with your bee-keeping workshops when they 
get back on schedule.

It is encouraging to hear that Chestnut Grove has a new residents’ association to enable effective communication 
with residents, also a gardener assigned to tend the area. The landscaped entrance to the estate is particularly 
pleasing to the eye. The row of houses opposite the traditional Cooney’s property lends character to the village 
streetscape. We admired the nearby gate feature. Homes on various approach roads are well presented, many with 
attractive gardens that enhance the overall village village. Well done to all your proud residents.

Bilingual name stones offer a welcoming impression. The proposed trail signage at the village will be useful for 
visitors when in situ.  The new privately built dry-stone wall at Donnelly’s corner further enhances this bright and 
welcoming junction. The nearby picnic area overlooks the picturesque Grove bridge and is well maintained.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We admire your positive and can-do approach with regard to making your village more sustainable while continually 
working with the community and other relevant stakeholders for maximum benefit.  Well done to all your volunteers 
and we wish Hollyfort Development all the best in the future projects.


