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Fáilte go Guaire chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as 
ucht na hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Gorey Tidy Towns is 
most welcome to the 2022 Supervalu Tidy Towns competition – your participation is appreciated.   It was a pleasure 
to visit your busy market town for the first time.  The documents submitted indicate your committee’s energy and 
positive approach to improving your town and making it more sustainable. Thank you for your clearly-laid out entry 
form accompanied by helpful photos, a carefully considered Tidy Towns Plan (2019 – 2022), Biodiversity mini-plan 
and an image of the Gorey Towns Park redevelopment masterplan. The street names and key landmarks on the 
map were difficult to make out due to the small size – this is a challenge with all the online maps this year.  It was 
useful to see your summary list of projects on one page along with map grid references – thank you. Your key 
activities are carried out in partnership with relevant stakeholders such as Gorey Municipal District and others. A 
wide range of local businesses, clubs and groups support your efforts.  We are delighted to hear Gorey schools are 
so environmentally aware – their participation is key for the future. Your participation in Wexford Environmental 
Network and Wexford PPN further enables learning and knowledge-sharing. You make good use of traditional 
communications channels and social media to get your messages out there. Well done for increasing your 
Facebook followers from over 2284 to 3086 between 2021 and 2022. It is good to hear you have a dedicated PRO 
to focus on the important aspect of communications, particularly in such a large area.   Your small but active 
committee meets regularly to ensure your work programme keeps on track. We look forward to seeing an update of 
your Plan for 2023. Lean leis an dea-obair. Keep up the good work.
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Some of the items mentioned here would fit better under the ‘Landscaping’ category. It is encouraging to hear that 
the Council has some good plans in relation to streetscape and derelict buildings generally. Thanks for the updates 
and keep us posted on any progress.  The murals at Civic Square and around the town brighten up the streetscape. 
Civic Square doesn’t quite stand as proud as it should in this adjudicator’s opinion. Hopefully the Council in 
conjunction with Tidy Towns and other stakeholders might come up with a way to make it more inviting. This may be 
also helped by maturing tree planting. Picnic tables here need attention. The restoration of leather-drying wheel is a 
project very unique to Gorey. Well done to all involved in preserving this piece for future generations. 
Congratulations on winning the ‘Best Heritage Preservation and Conservation Award 2021’ in the Council’s ‘Keep 
Wexford Beautiful Competition’. Gorey has an attractive streetscape with a wide variety of shopfront styles, some 
more in keeping with the character of your town than others. Some that caught the eye for their attractive 
presentation included Rea auctioneers, Augustus Cullen Law, Luca, Crowe Opticians, Bean Drop, Murt Walsh, 
McCauley’s, The Fowler and Myles Doyle’s to mention some.  Hopefully the Gorey Little Theatre can be painted 
soon.   The Gorey Shopping Centre looks well. The grotto area is nicely maintained as are the attractive railings at 
the nearby graveyard. Is herbicide being used here on the grounds? Try to ensure this is avoided if at all possible. 
We admired St. Michael’s church and adjoining buildings/grounds. It is a pity to see the Market Square overridden 
wiht cars. Hopefully the market square element can be recaptured in the future should funding allow for some public 
realm enhancement and car parking alternatives.
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the nearby graveyard. Is herbicide being used here on the grounds? Try to ensure this is avoided if at all possible. 
We admired St. Michael’s church and adjoining buildings/grounds. It is a pity to see the Market Square overridden 
wiht cars. Hopefully the market square element can be recaptured in the future should funding allow for some public 
realm enhancement and car parking alternatives.

The new town park at the former showgrounds and officially opened in august ’21, is a fantastic addition to the town 
and popular with Gorey residents. Perhaps some further mural projects with biodiversity/park themes could be 
considered along the concrete block wall sometime in the future?  An even more recent addition is the 
newly-completed Sensory garden in Gorey town park, which has taken up much time and effort in recent months.  
This is a wonderful amenity for all the community to enjoy – well done to all involved in bringing this worthwhile 
project to fruition – we love how cheerful and accessible it is and admired the timber entranceway.    We look 
forward to seeing the proposed Remembrance Garden next time – well done on all the work carried out to date on 
this project The planters around the town centre are nicely presented and brighten up the streetscape. Your ongoing 
efforts to maintain the ‘Guaire 1619’ box hedging and various flowerbeds throughout the town are commended. Also 
impressive is your plant cuttings initiative at the Market Square historic graveyard, from a tree believed to be over 
100 years old, assisted by Paul Woods of Kilmurry Nursery. We note that you used some plants to form a new 
border hedge along one of the flower beds in An Ghairdín Draíochta and sold other cuttings as part of a fund-raiser. 
The beech hedge fronting the Dunnes Stores car park provides a welcome softening effect along this busy road. 
Landscaping at the Amber Springs Hotel enhances this approach to town.

It is positively noted that Gorey Tidy Towns is making every effort to ensure Gorey is a pollinator friendly town, by 
increasing biodiversity in the urban landscape to protect and encourage wildlife. Examples of this include your fruit 
tree and native hedge planting at various locations as well as the planting of native oak trees at the Town Park. We 
are delighted to hear that one of your members attended the Biodiversity Training course supported by Wexford 
Local Development and County Council and as an assignment devised a Biodiversity Plan for Scholar’s walk to 
include the addition of native trees and hedging. It is reassuring to note that you have some local expertise on hand 
to guide you in the care and pruning of your fruit trees. 
It is encouraging to read that Gorey’s schools are so proactive when it comes to biodiversity awareness and 
enhancement.  Special mention must go to Gorey Youth Needs who last summer joined forces with Wexford County 
Council and Gorey Tidy Towns to create a bee friendly garden in the Town Park. Ongoing maintenance and 
enhancement of An Choill Draíochta and An Ghairdin Draiochta is noted. We noticed the ‘managed for wildlife’ sign 
along the ‘biodiversity’ area of Scholar’s road.  The grass here had been cut and left on the ground which is 
returning nutrients to the soil and encouraging grass even further so in fact the opposite of what our wildlife or wild 
flowers would want (the fewer nutrients, the better). Please have a word with the grass cutters here so that 
everyone is on the same page so to speak.

It is encouraging to hear that you had such a good turnout for your National Spring Clean event this year. Your 
ongoing efforts in keeping the town litter-free are assisted by your four CE Scheme and Tus workers, particularly in 
relation to the approach roads. Your weekly volunteer meet-ups ensure that the town stays presented to a high 
standard. You monitor various blackspots and litter pick as required, for example the popular Ramsfort Wood area. 
The Council cleans the main street, side streets and other public areas daily, using a motorised street sweeper, and 
manually. Well done to the Gorey Scout group that carried out a litter pick around Gorey's roads in December, 
collecting a significant 25 bags, also to the residents of Clonattin Village, the town’s largest estate, who organise 
monthly clean ups with the support of Gorey Tidy Towns.  Special mention also to the Sammy Swimmers 
Ballymoney swim group who organised a 2K clean up along the road from Clonattin to Kilmurry. All these efforts add 
up and help keep the town clean which in turn increases pride. The town was fairly clean on adjudication day. There 
was some minor littering on the entrance road to the Tesco complex, could Tesco adopt this stretch up from the 
roundabout?
The recycling area at SuperValu was spotless.  There was some minor littering on the pathway in front of Gorey 
Community School car park and along Pearse St. Otherwise the town was very clean considering how busy it was 
on the day. Well done to all involved.
There were a few minor issues under tidiness such as weedy areas on the path outside a small number of 
shops/offices Could these properties be encouraged to keep their shopfront area weed free? Some litter bins need 
cleaning. The ‘Farmers Market’ sign here needs attention and a nearby bench would benefit from treatment soon. 
Anti dog-fouling signage on the pole in Gorey Park needs to be cleaned as does the dog bag dispenser unit which 
was empty of bags on the day.

The Community Apple Orchard programme run by Wexford County Council as part of the National Biodiversity 
Action Plan is an innovative one that aims to plant 250 eating apple trees around the county, of which about 25 were 
planted in Gorey locations. You also participated in the ‘Trees for Wexford’ programme to assist with this. Another 
impressive initiative is the Gorey Edible Town initiative, supported through the Wexford Environmental Network. We 
observed in passing the thriving vegetable/fruit garden on the grounds of the Gorey Educate Together N.S. grounds.  
We look forward to hearing more about how this project is rolled out to residents’ associations and hope it will be 
well received. Well done to all participants. We note that an additional drinking and bottle refill station was installed 
in Gorey Town Park in summer 2021 and that planted areas around the town are watered using rainwater collected 
in an attenuation tank at Gorey Civic Square. It’s great to see eco-friendly shops such as ‘The Refillery’ setting up in 
our local towns – we hope they are well supported.  Thank you for providing examples of how Gorey businesses are 
becoming more sustainable, such as the Amber Springs Hotel new hydration stations on all floors, saving 100,000 
plastic bottles in the bedrooms annually. We are impressed to hear that both the Amber Springs and Ashdown Park 
hotels grow their own produce and rear cattle for beef at the Redmond Farm in Craanford, embodying the farm to 
fork ideal. Halford’s Hair Studio harvests rainwater from its roof for use in its salon, and has replaced plastics where 
possible with greener alternatives. The town’s eight schools have green school committees, green flags and many 
green initiatives.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



The recycling area at SuperValu was spotless.  There was some minor littering on the pathway in front of Gorey 
Community School car park and along Pearse St. Otherwise the town was very clean considering how busy it was 
on the day. Well done to all involved.
There were a few minor issues under tidiness such as weedy areas on the path outside a small number of 
shops/offices Could these properties be encouraged to keep their shopfront area weed free? Some litter bins need 
cleaning. The ‘Farmers Market’ sign here needs attention and a nearby bench would benefit from treatment soon. 
Anti dog-fouling signage on the pole in Gorey Park needs to be cleaned as does the dog bag dispenser unit which 
was empty of bags on the day.

Gorey has a wide range of residential housing stocks – from traditional residential streets to modern new housing 
developments – in the main presented to a high standard.  Continued maintenance work at Charlotte Lane and 
Wexford St green area is noted. The house at the junction of The Avenue and Scholar’s Road was admired. Please 
tell us a bit more how you engage with residents’ associations?  Are they invited to have a representative on your 
TT committee?  Active Coolattin residents got a mention earlier for their monthly litter picking. Efforts by residential 
areas to look after and enhance their residential areas are commended. Well done to all involved.

Work to improve accessibility at the Ramsford Wood walking trail, with the support of Coillte is to be welcomed.  The 
Avenue is a particularly attractive approach road to town. Road surfaces are good through some road markings are 
faded. There appears to be ample parking near the main streets. Several bike paths were noted. Is some directional 
signage needed to Gorey Town Park main entrance? We ended up at the entrance where there is little or no 
parking. Visitor information signage is in good order. Roundabouts give a good first and last impression.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Gorey Tidy Towns should take pride in the contribution you continue to make to making your town a better place to 
live, work and visit. Congratulations on your efforts to date and keep up the good work.


