
842Ferns - Fearna Mór

Wexford

C

57

Fáilte Fearna Mór chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as 
ucht na hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We welcome Ferns to 
the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. We enjoyed visiting your historical village for the first time to see 
first-hand the efforts your committee has been making over recent years.  Thank you for your detailed but well 
laid-out entry form. We note that you have decided to keep your monthly meetings on zoom to suit the majority. 
Plenty of interaction takes place at your twice-weekly work meetings. You appear to receive good support from local 
businesses, schools, clubs and residents’ groups as well as your wider panel of volunteers and CE/RSS schemes. 
You work in close collaboration with Ferns Community Development Association – of which you are a 
sub-committee.  It is good to hear that you have active sub-groups such as the Biodiversity Working Group and the 
Junior Tidy Towns Committee – both making an important contribution. New residents are welcomed by the 
committee and encouraged to get involved. You have forged strong links with outside agencies such as Wexford Co 
Co and Wexford Local Development. Communication with the wider community is through a wide range of channels 
with a strong focus on social media. It is great to you received voluntary support to set up your Tidy Towns website. 
Well done to the fifth class students at Scoil Naomh Maodhóg who reached the finals in Trócaire’s Game Changer 
event for their ‘Ring the SDGs’ board game. Lean leis an dea-obair. Keep up the great work.
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Your efforts to keep your derelict properties on the agenda are commended. It is good to hear that a few have 
recently been sold, do keep us updated on all developments.  Richie’s pub is an example of a long-derelict property 
that was recently refurbished as a residential development (also mentioned in your ’21 adjudication report). It is 
interesting to see former retail units being converted into living quarters. Hopefully these redevelopments will help 
return some vibrancy to the village streetscape though it would be nice to see some ‘shopfront’ space also (outside 
your remit we acknowledge). Thank you for submitting ‘before’ and ‘after’ photos of the Diarmuid MacMurrough 
grave plaque  - it does indeed look impressive after its recent cleaning. We await with interest developments in 
relation to an information plaque for the Fr. Murphy grave site. The ‘Happy to chat’ bench on the Enniscorthy Road 
is another welcome addition since your last entry – we hope it is being well used!  Recent maintenance work at the 
playground is noted as is the new accessibility ramp at the nearby community centre. Is there signage planned to 
highlight the new ‘Medieval Ferns Experience’?  The Centra is getting a makeover so we look forward to seeing the 
results next year. The ‘Courtyard’ is a fine property with an impressive number of solar panels. The church grounds 
are beautifully maintained. Doyle’s bar has an attractive outside area. The historical cathedral was admired.
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Significant time and effort has gone into landscaping upgrade on the Enniscorthy road. It is encouraging to hear that 
you had a local horticulturalist to guide your efforts. This area looks very well and enhances the approach road.  The 
bed in front of the Community centre has been given a new lease of life, thanks to the Ferns Men’s Shed and 
others.  It looks very inviting – hopefully the building itself can be painted soon to match this standard?   Ongoing 
work at the nearby community garden is also noted. 
The mixed planting in front of St. Aidan’s church makes for a magnificent village focal point. This is complemented 
by planting on the nearby roundabout.  Perhaps the timber rail on the church steps could be treated soon? Hopefully 
the new beech hedge planted at St. Aidan’s church will succeed this time.  It will need watering during dry spells 
until it gets established.  New mountiain ash trees have been planted on the Gorey approach road to replace others 
that had to be removed during recent works. This approach looks very well overall including the lovely St. Mogue’s 
well area, which is proudly maintained and landscaped. The bed of carpet roses on the Enniscorthy road looks 
stunning thanks to your ongoing maintenance. Troughs and planters in key areas provide a softening effect against 
hard landscaping and are in good order. The entrance to Ferns castle is particularly inviting.
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Significant time and effort has gone into landscaping upgrade on the Enniscorthy road. It is encouraging to hear that 
you had a local horticulturalist to guide your efforts. This area looks very well and enhances the approach road.  The 
bed in front of the Community centre has been given a new lease of life, thanks to the Ferns Men’s Shed and 
others.  It looks very inviting – hopefully the building itself can be painted soon to match this standard?   Ongoing 
work at the nearby community garden is also noted. 
The mixed planting in front of St. Aidan’s church makes for a magnificent village focal point. This is complemented 
by planting on the nearby roundabout.  Perhaps the timber rail on the church steps could be treated soon? Hopefully 
the new beech hedge planted at St. Aidan’s church will succeed this time.  It will need watering during dry spells 
until it gets established.  New mountiain ash trees have been planted on the Gorey approach road to replace others 
that had to be removed during recent works. This approach looks very well overall including the lovely St. Mogue’s 
well area, which is proudly maintained and landscaped. The bed of carpet roses on the Enniscorthy road looks 
stunning thanks to your ongoing maintenance. Troughs and planters in key areas provide a softening effect against 
hard landscaping and are in good order. The entrance to Ferns castle is particularly inviting.

Your active group is involved in numerous initiatives under this category, so unfortunately we won’t be able to refer 
to them all in detail. Congratulations on being selected as the Wexford representative in the nationwide Mini 
community orchards project, which set out in November ‘21 to plant the same 5 species in 1,200 orchards across 
the island – a true reflection of your commitment to enhance local biodiversity (We would be interested in hearing 
about any findings that come out of this worthwhile project).  Your volunteers are taking the time to attend the 
informative Biodiversity Awareness Training course facilitated through Wexford Local Development and the online 
series of talks on ‘how to help pollinators’ facilitated by Wexford Co Co and Waterford City & Co Co. We are 
delighted to hear that grant aid was received to build and plant a community herb and plant fruit bushes in the 
community garden, including some bee-friendly plants. Do tell us of some of the learnings you took from the 
biodiversity/sustainable gardening courses and how you are incorporating them into your Tidy Towns activities.  We 
are impressed with your efforts to promote the ‘let the dandelions bloom’ concept throughout the community and 
your awareness efforts have paid off and hopefully even more people will embrace this as time goes on. Thank you 
for the update in relation to your bird boxes – it is good to hear that there is activity there and that volunteers are 
keeping an eye. Ideally the boxes should be cleaned with warm (mild) soapy water annually, in order to prevent 
disease. Winning awards for your ongoing work in this category acknowledges your efforts and hopefully 
encourages others to take stock and change some old habits.  Well done to all involved in the maintenance of the 
The Monk’s garden at St. Edan’s National School.  Your commitment to the all-ireland pollinator plan and 
biodiversity recording is impressive We applaud your efforts this year to get AIPP ‘business supporters’ on board. 
Keep us updated on progress in this regard. Also raising awareness of the Japanese Knotweed problem area in the 
village. We like your idea to let the previously unused area rewild itself and think it will look well. The plant 
containers/tyres can be removed soon. Keep up the great work.

Again, you are showing here how all sectors of the community are working together to reduce littering in Ferns and 
to overcome any litter challenges that might arise. We commend the work of volunteers, residents, CE workers, 
schools, businesses, clubs and of course Wexford County Council in this partnership approach to raising awareness 
and working to maintain a high standard of cleanliness in and around the village. Special mention for the work on 
recent campaigns such as ‘Green Dog Walkers’ ‘Bin the Butt’ and ‘2 minute cleanup’, ‘Adopt a Spot’ and ‘Clean 
Coasts’.  We are impressed at your organised approach to litter rotas so that all areas are covered, including a 
significant 28km of approach roads during National Spring clean month, which the community strongly supports. 
The village was quite clean on adjudication day apart from minor littering on the roadside adjacent to the 
playground.  Well done to all involved. 
The committee has been working on areas of tidiness such as reducing the use of herbicides on path edges and 
engaging with local businesses in relation to reduction of signage clutter.

You show a good understanding of what is required by communities in order to progress in this category and Ferns 
is well and truly on the way. The difference St. Edan’s N.S. wax wraps/reusable straws project has made in terms of 
waste reduction and changing of habits is truly impressive. Students and teachers at Scoil Naomh Maodhog N.S. 
have been busy tending to their vegetable garden and newly rejuvenated wormery.  Your four resident Master 
Composters ensure that composting continues to be promoted and carried out across the community. Promoting 
swap, share, reuse is another practical way of avoiding resource wastage.  Well done to those who maintain the 
online platform in this regard.  Your participation in Wexford Co Co training and information events assists you to 
further increase your knowledge and network with other like-minded communities. We are delighted to hear that you 
recently joined the Sustainable Energy Communities (SEC) network after attending local online awareness 
workshops and we look forward to hearing of future developments. You might tell us about any water-saving 
initiatives next time? Are there any local initiatives to cut down on transport/promote public transport or car pooling? 
Well done on your recent awards linked to this category. Keep up the great work.

We are delighted to hear that your annual awards evening to recognise the work, effort and pride residential areas, 
businesses and schools will be back in the Ferns calendar this year. This, along with the countywide Keep Wexford 
Beautiful competition is an effective way to encourage residence associations to improve their areas. Do let us know 
the results!  Receiving external assistance for the set-up and support of residents associations will assist the Tidy 
Towns effort going forward. Please give us specific updates on progress. The installation of new LED residential 
lighting is noted as is the refurbished wall work behind the Garda Station. Residential areas were on the whole, 
neatly presented. The stone cottage on the Gorey road was admired.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



the results!  Receiving external assistance for the set-up and support of residents associations will assist the Tidy 
Towns effort going forward. Please give us specific updates on progress. The installation of new LED residential 
lighting is noted as is the refurbished wall work behind the Garda Station. Residential areas were on the whole, 
neatly presented. The stone cottage on the Gorey road was admired.

Well done for engaging with Wexford Co Co and the local community in relation to the upgrade of the path/junction 
on the Enniscorthy road, making it a safer area for all users. General upgrading of footpaths and roads around the 
town is making a positive difference to the overall village appearance, particularly on the Gorey Road approaching 
the cathedral and upgraded bus stop area, which was quite busy.  It will be great when the entire town streetscape 
has been improved to this standard. These major road/path improvements works are enhanced by your recent 
planting initiative at the Gorey Road namestone and your other landscaping projects detailed under the 
‘Landscaping’ category. Your plans to freshly paint the bollards is noted.  Your efforts to carefully care for the 
historical St. Mogue’s well area are commended. Road and visitor information signage is in good order. The brown 
‘Historic Ferns’ sign is looking a little tired. Be careful that planting doesn’t obscure signage on your approach roads. 
We admired the large ‘Welcome to Ferns’ boulder. Stone walls are another attractive feature of your approach roads 
and should be preserved with care.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We are impressed with your energy, enthusiasm and cross-community approach to improving your village, 
strengthening community spirit and making Ferns a more attractive village in which to live or visit. Keep up the great 
work Ferns Tidy Towns and wishing you success with future projects.


