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Fáilte Inis Córthaidh chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh 
as ucht na hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
We welcome Enniscorthy to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for participation and for your 
commitment to your place during recent times, which have presented both challenges and opportunities for your 
group.   
It was a pleasure to visit your lovely town after an absence of many years and to see all the positive changes that 
have taken place. Your hardcopy entry form includes two helpful maps, photos, an overview of the Slaney St 
Regeneration Project, overview of your Sustainable Energy Communities project and a selection of press cuttings.  
The ‘Sustainable Enniscorthy’ website is a welcome initiative that can be used to promote Tidy Towns activities. It is 
encouraging to hear that you are working closely with this new and enthusiastic group Sustainable Enniscorthy.  
You are supported in your efforts by Wexford County & District Councils, Wexford Local Development, Chamber of 
Commerce and the Wexford Community Workshop. You have been forging strong links with another fantastic group 
– the Enniscorthy Community Allotments (established Feb ’21). The local press and radio station enable you to air 
your messages. This is backed up by local newsletters, social media (Facebook, twitter) and the above-mentioned 
Sustainable Enniscorthy website. It is good to hear that all your schools are playing their part when it comes to 
improving the local environment – your continued engagement efforts are commended, particularly in relation to the 
TY mural project proposal you put together. Well done on your success in securing funding for this project, which 
will commence when the students return in September. Lean leis an dea obair. Keep up this great work.
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It is wonderful to hear that the historic Enniscorthy Courthouse building has been reopened and repurposed as 
office accommodation after lying idle for ten years – a real boost for the town centre.  The Enniscorthy Walls project 
is an effective way of brightening up the town’s streetscape – the murals are definitely eye-catching! Please briefly 
mention how these are funded and/or what organisations are involved?   We note that the impressive Market House 
(protected building) refurbishment was completed in 2020 to create a modern civic office while reinstating some of 
the original architectural features. One of the highlights on our walkabout was the carefully restored Slaney Street – 
one of the town’s most historic streets with a distinctive architectural style. We love the curve of the street at the 
bottom of the hill – with some attractive shopfronts such as ‘Traditions’ and the ‘Antique Tavern’.  This large-scale 
project has been done in conjunction with Wexford County Council with funding from the Heritage Council under the 
Historic Towns Initiative. We weren’t sure if the colourful umbrellas were a permanent fixture or there for a festival?  
Either way, they make for a beautiful sight on a charming street. Please be clear on any new work since your last 
entry so that we can award you marks accordingly. Thank you for the ‘before’ and ‘after’ photos. The long-awaited 
St. Patrick’s Special School was completed in 2021 – a fantastic facility for the wider community. We note your 
comments that planning was refused for the proposed flood defence scheme and how this affects use of the quays 
for business use and traffic management. Secured funding for three new wheelchair accessible benches – yet to be 
installed. Enniscorthy has some fine repurposed buildings such as The Bailey and the Dunnes Stores complex. We 
admired the colour scheme and signage at PJ Kenny’s. Other buildings that caught the eye included Matt 
Mernagh’s, Dawson’s pub and Peter Smyth. Hopefully other shopfront will soon be availing of the Paint Scheme.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 340

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

22/06/2022

 



St. Patrick’s Special School was completed in 2021 – a fantastic facility for the wider community. We note your 
comments that planning was refused for the proposed flood defence scheme and how this affects use of the quays 
for business use and traffic management. Secured funding for three new wheelchair accessible benches – yet to be 
installed. Enniscorthy has some fine repurposed buildings such as The Bailey and the Dunnes Stores complex. We 
admired the colour scheme and signage at PJ Kenny’s. Other buildings that caught the eye included Matt 
Mernagh’s, Dawson’s pub and Peter Smyth. Hopefully other shopfront will soon be availing of the Paint Scheme.

Your group and CE workers support the efforts of Wexford County Council to maintain green areas and planted 
beds.  We are glad to hear that there is a move towards perennials and reduced focus on labour and 
water-intensive annual bedding plants. Containers and baskets are confined mainly to town centre areas to provide 
softening effect and splash of colour there. Special mention to the residents’ associations who planted fruit trees. 
Some attractive pockets parks were observed on our walkabout of the town.

We are intrigued by the ‘Ecology Network’ art project which commenced in April ‘21, in conjunction with Wexford Co 
Co’s arts office and renowned artist Elaine Harrington. We really look forward to hearing more about this and how it 
engages with the various sectors of your community on a practical level.  Your 2019 and 2021 adjudicator gave 
some good guidance in relation to assisting local biodiversity – such as looking at grass cutting regimes etc.  
Planting of fruit trees by residents has already been acknowledged as has the wonderful biodiversity-friendly 
allotments initiative. Please consult the TT Handbook for further guidance on what to include here in order to gain 
marks  https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/

Wexford Co Co’s Enniscorthy street cleaning programme operates 7 days per week, supported by Gateway and CE 
workers and supplemented by the Tidy Towns voluntary effort. We are glad to note that you are in weekly contact 
with County Council staff.  The ongoing informal litter picking of so many residents is also appreciated. 
Installation of dog poo bins is to be welcomed. We acknowledge your efforts in conjunction with Wexford Co Co to 
raise awareness of and reduce the occurrence of dog fouling on the streets. 
Well done to all who took part in your National Spring Clean event on Easter Monday. Please provide some more 
detail, e.g., what kind of numbers attended, was it just a general call-out or did any specific groups get involved? 
Any photo? Did you cover approach roads or just the town?   
On the day of our visit, we felt this was the one category that is letting the town down. We were somewhat 
disappointed at the frequency of minor littering throughout the town and in some residential areas. We would really 
encourage to keep up your hard work in this regard to engage with all businesses, schools and residents’ 
associations. It is an ongoing frustration and challenge no doubt and it is a big town to maintain. Perhaps review 
litter rotas in all areas to see who is doing what, when and where?  Your Environmental Awareness Officer should 
be able to assist in terms of specific campaigns.  This is the first and last impression of the town so a ‘back to 
basics’ approach is required to get this category on track. 

It is encouraging to read that several businesses are participating in the paint grant scheme. This really makes a 
positive difference to the streetscape and to the whole atmosphere of the town. The ongoing programme to upgrade 
signage is also acknowledged as are your comments in relation to upgrading of essential utilities and associated 
challenges. Could the appearance of the ‘Wastewater Pumping Station’ green box on Shannon Quay be improved? 
The Sli na Slainte signs could do with cleaning soon.  Growth on the window ledge above Dealz requires attention. 
Keep an eye out for old posters on poles and ensure they are removed immediately after the event (Regeneration 
event – November ’21).

Enniscorthy is putting in a strong performance under this category. We were so delighted to come across the 
Enniscorthy Community Allotments site and what a sight to behold! Having a group and amenity like this in your 
community ticks so many boxes in terms of sustainable community living – organic growing with no chemicals, 
making and using your own compost (do tell us!) producing locally-produced food with no airmiles or packaging, 
promoting water conservation through use of rainwater harvesting (please do tell us!), raising awareness. And of 
course, it’s a biodiversity friendly area!  It is wonderful to hear that Enniscorthy TT and the Allotments group are 
working jointly to set up a training course/site here, with the support of WWETB – well done to all involved. 

Following the widely publicised report that Enniscorthy is seriously air polluted, Sustainable Enniscorthy took action 
registered with SEAI as a Sustainable Energy Community (SEC) and has since applied for an Energy Master Plan 
funding. This will identify energy usage across the community and prioritise areas for action and potential funding. 
We look forward to a further update next time and wish the group success with this important project as we all try to 
reduce our carbon emissions and climate impact. 

Participation in Wexford Local Development’s Smart Village Training and Communities for Climate Action Training is 
positively noted as are the workshops organised for schools, businesses and community groups, including the 
Reconnecting Enniscorthy event held in in September 2021.   Well done on securing funding to organise three 
further sustainability events before this year is out – be sure to update us next time and include one or two photos. 
You really are putting Enniscorthy on the sustainability map! This is also being noted by the Local Authorities as 
Enniscorthy is nominated the county’s pilot decarbonisation zone. Please include ‘National Spring Clean’ 
information under ‘Litter’ category.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



event – November ’21).

Enniscorthy has a wide range of residential housing stocks – from old traditional streets to modern new housing 
developments including 39 new Nzeb homes completed in the last twelve months. Please tell us a bit more how you 
engage with residents’ associations?  Are they invited to have a representative on your TT committee?  Some areas 
are doing great work, others are neat but would benefit from further enhancement.  Thank you for submitting of 
photos of some lovely green areas created by residents. Please provide captions & timeframes on photographs. 
Efforts by residential areas to carry out ongoing litter picks are commended. Well done to all involved.

The Enniscorthy Bypass has had a positive impact on traffic congestion and pollution in the town. Approach roads 
are maintained to a high standard by Wexford County Council.  We agree with your comments about the area 
around Abbey Square – it is like a busy thoroughfare and requires intervention to make it more pedestrian-friendly 
and atrractive. Good quality information signage is provided on nearby cycling routes. Enniscorthy bridge with its 
various flags and floral planters, is welcoming. Enniscorthy has lovely tree-lined riverside walks – somewhat littered 
along the Shannon Quay section.  Bilingual street name signs and finger posts help the visitor to navigate the town 
as well as providing a sense of the town’s history.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It is encouraging to hear that your Tidy Towns participation is helping create a platform to bring the community 
together to identify issues and work on a wide variety of projects for the enhancement of the town in partnership with 
relevant stakeholders.  You are making good progress in Enniscorthy and we wish you well with future projects.


