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Fáilte Dun Cormaic chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as 
ucht na hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
We welcome Duncormick Area Action Group to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your 
entry and for your continued commitment to your place. Your hand-drawn map was perfectly adequate for the job at 
hand. The serious flooding on Christmas day must have been devastating for your community. We acknowledge the 
sheer amount of hard work and community spirit that was involved in the subsequent clean- up with the support of 
Wexford County Council.  Your committee is well supported by a number of volunteers, local business, local schools 
and clubs as well as outside agencies such as Wexford County Council and Wexford Walking Trails. Recent 
restrictions on your in-person meetings haven’t stopped the energetic drive to enhance your village. You are well 
connected to the wider community through social media (Facebook) as well as the more traditional means such as 
parish notes and display boards.  Keep up the good work.  Adh Mór...
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We enjoyed a visit to your beautiful church and read with interest how it has evolved over the years. We are 
reassured to read of the community’s appreciation for your built heritage and the importance of protecting it 
appropriately. The freshly painted old bake house and adjoining heritage buildings caught the eye as did the 
charming O’ Brien’s thatched pub with its lovely signage – delighted to hear that it is reopening. The old Courthouse 
would benefit from a refresh soon. The nearby stone seat remembering John Sinnott works well here. The 
black-painted water pump is another feature that is appropriately highlighted. The new stone drainage channel is 
noted. The little derelict cottage at the top of the hill is full of character and your ongoing work here ensures that it 
makes for an attractive feature. The new display board at the Cross is a welcome addition.
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Some lovely pockets of landscaping were observed throughout the village. You obviously put a lot of time and effort 
into this category. We could see the new flower bed at Duncormick Cross is work in progress, nevertheless the area 
already looks well with some quality planting. Thank you for your comments in relation to previous adjudicator 
comments under this category. Continuing down the village past a line of trees and nicely planted areas fronting the 
church, we came on the Peace Garden.  This less formal area is a lovely escape as well as a haven for biodiversity. 
It is nice to have the benches here to sit and enjoy the nature and wildlife. The mown paths work well here. It’s a pity 
the entrance past the garage business detracts somewhat because of all the items lying around.  The bench needs 
maintenance soon though nearby picnic tables are in very good order. The flower bed at Sli Cormaic is quite bare 
and could do with some intervention.
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and could do with some intervention.

Luckily, the riverwalk ‘St Clomaun’s Way’ had reopened by the time of our visit so we enjoyed a lovely amble along 
some of it and came upon the Hide.  This walkway is an  important biodiversity area and is the centre of your 
awareness raising programme. Your rescheduled walk/talk with a local expert will hopefully attract lots of people 
from the wider community. We are glad to hear that you have some existing habitat studies and that you wish to 
build on your learnings and seek further advice as to future biodiversity actions – we wish you well with these 
projects. It is wonderful that you have people happy to share their valuable biodiversity knowledge. Your recent 
surveys at the Peace garden and the riverwalk are noted. Having three of your volunteers participate in Wexford 
County Council’s biodiversity awareness course is a testament to your commitment to this category. 

We are delighted to hear that you sought expert advice and try to plant pollinator-friendly plants and for year-round 
effect. The rose garden is another lovely space, where grass cutting was underway. It looked like small sections 
were being let grow long to provide food for pollinators.   https://pollinators.
ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Wildflower-Meadows-2018-WEB.pdf  contains some good 
information on managing wildflower meadows. If the grass is very rich, cut it in early summer to reduce the nutrients, 
always remove the grass after a couple of days to give seeds a chance to disperse, then cut (and remove) again in 
early autumn. Natural meadows take longer to establish but are worth the wait, you will see increased species each 
year. It is important to confirm if it is indeed wild garlic that you have as this is indeed native and of benefit to 
pollinating insects. Just be aware that the 3-cornered garlic species is problematic invasive species, see an image 
here:  https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/Species/28150    
Congratulations on your recent award of 2nd prize in Wexford County Council’s “Best Community Environment 
Initiative” 2021 scheme (part of Keep Wexford Beautiful)Awards).

On the whole the village was very clean.  Joining up with other parish groups for National Spring Clean is a 
worthwhile idea National Spring Clean. Your involvement in local beach clean-ups and An Taisce’s Clean Coasts 
programme is also commended.  The removal of litter bins has reduced the litter nuisance.  The efforts of your CE 
scheme must also be acknowledged in terms of keeping the village litter free. Well done to all involved. 

The neglected planters fronting the derelict B&B could be removed if possible as they draw the eye for the wrong 
reasons. Some wall repairs appeared to be underway near the old weighbridge site. The untidy entrance area to the 
Peace Garden were mention above, we acknowledge your attempts to find a solution.

The new community garden is a wonderful achievement and you have much achieved already.  Well done for 
securing a small grant and getting this off the ground, literally, with the support of volunteers to make raised beds.  
Local production of fruit and vegetables will help the community to become healthier and more sustainable as well 
as providing a vital social outlet. Related to this is the fact that you need no chemicals, use your own compost, 
produce zero packaging and hopefully use rainwater for watering.  You might now build on your rainwater 
harvesting options. It is timely that one of your members attended Wexford Co Co’s Sustainable Gardening course 
and can now share their learnings. Best of luck with it and hope you have many happy hours there. We look forward 
to hearing of further sustainability initiatives next time. 

Your simple survey on local carpooling makes for interesting reading and very timely given the rising fuel prices and 
increased awareness of the need for climate action.  Do you promote the wonderful bus link service as part of your 
activities? Bus travel is so much more sustainable than driving.  The new bike stands will further encourage 
sustainable travel for locals and visitors alike.

The overall presentation is of a high standard. Duncormick has some lovely estates with open areas, tree planting – 
all nicely maintained and litter-free. It is encouraging to see residential renovations on the Main Street, which will 
hopefully further bring further vitality to the village streetscape. 
For areas with expansive grass areas such as Rectory Grove, could the grass be left longer in some selected areas, 
with perhaps creating a wildflower meadow in the longer term? We admired a beautiful house at the top of the 
village, where the landscaping really sets the tone on arrival to the village. Your encouragement of residential areas 
to look after their own ‘patch’ is bearing fruit, well done.

You are taking the right approach here - maintaining your approach roads verges while at the same time respecting 
your natural rural environment.  We did see the broken wall near the weighbridge but now note your comments in 
relation to unforeseen delays with repair. Repainting the lettering on your name stones will further enhance the 
overall appearance – we trust this will be done with suitable skill and materials.  We take it your volunteers will be 
involved in cleaning of signs?  Regarding paths and kerbs, minimum or zero-use of herbicides is recommended – 
manual weeding where possible.
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The ongoing work and enthusiasm of community volunteers over recent years has led to significant improvements 
around the village.  This has in turn increased community involvement and pride of place. Well done Duncormick 
Area Action Group – you have the potential to go far in this competition. Keep up the good work.  Lean an 
dea-obair.


