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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
We welcome Carrig on Bannow Carraig an Bhainbh to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition – you re-entered 
the competition last year after a 7-year break.  7th year of involvement.  Thank you for your entry and for your 
continued commitment to improving your community for all to enjoy. Your hand-drawn map is perfect for the task at 
hand and now has your projects clearly marked.
You have a sizeable committee for a village of your size. Your regular work and planning meetings ensure that 
momentum is kept up, particularly in the summer months. Local representatives and businesses are getting behind 
your efforts. Do you have any interactions with Wexford County Council, Wexford Local Development or other 
external agencies?  You might briefly mention them here as well as your CE scheme involvement. You are in good 
contact with your committee members, wider group of volunteers and the wider community through use of social 
media and traditional channels. It is indeed a good idea to engage with the schoolchildren around biodiversity and 
other environmental matters. Thank you for including your brief 3 –5-year Plan. As time progresses, you might work 
on developing this in a short list of actions under each of the eight TT categories – broken down by year with a lead 
group/individual for each.  This will help you monitor and review your progress.  We wish you success in getting 
your Farmers Market up and running. The proposed poetry-reading event at the grotto is another way of bringing the 
community together in your lovely open spaces.  This will add to the vitality of your community as well as provided 
much-needed funds for your Tidy Towns activities. Keep up the good work.
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The community hall stood out for its fresh presentation and recent car park upgrade including tree planting. The 
impressive mural caught our eye.  Please indicate timeframes on project completions so that we can award you 
marks accordingly. The formal grotto area is beautifully maintained. Sea Breeze Dry Cleaners is neat with some 
attractive planting to the side providing a softening effect. Planters would break up the bare hard landscaping 
surrounding the neat Doyle’s pub but perhaps this is already in the plans?  Window boxes at Colfer’s pub bring a 
welcome splash of colour. The vast car park including toilet block is in neat order with clearly marked disabled car 
parking. The Red Door café is very inviting with its blue/white colour scheme and welcoming floral displays. Try to 
minimise the clutter outside the corner shop. Visitor information signage on the history of the area is top quality.
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The school is neat and fresh; however, the flowerbed at the entrance could do with attention.  Litter bins should be 
included under the ‘Tidiness & Litter’ category.  The flower bed along the wall opposite the community hall is 
beautifully maintained with a good mix of planting. Across the way is another lovely triangular space with an 
attractive variety of planting – we’re not sure if this is a public or private space? Planting at your approach signs is 
nicely done and gives a real sense of ‘arrival’. The blocks of colour provide dramatic effect.
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included under the ‘Tidiness & Litter’ category.  The flower bed along the wall opposite the community hall is 
beautifully maintained with a good mix of planting. Across the way is another lovely triangular space with an 
attractive variety of planting – we’re not sure if this is a public or private space? Planting at your approach signs is 
nicely done and gives a real sense of ‘arrival’. The blocks of colour provide dramatic effect.

The new insect and ant hotel at the grotto is capturing the attention no doubt. Do keep us updated on activities here. 
When referring to planting of wildflower seeds, please confirm that they are native Irish varieties that won’t cause a 
threat to existing wildflowers. The raised beds of ox-eye daisies caught the eye, behind the community centre. 
Wexford County Council has organised interesting Biodiversity Training workshops for community groups so it is 
worth linking in with them to ensure you here about these and other sustainability initiatives. Contact your 
Environmental Awareness Officer for further details and also check out this section in the new TT handbook for 
further ideas on what to include under this category. You have some good tree planting plans that will benefit local 
biodiversity.

On the whole the village is very clean, well done to all involved in your ongoing litter picks.  The small bring centre at 
the school is very neat as is the other one behind the community hall. There were just a few small pieces of litter in 
this car park. It is interesting that you are adding litter bins while many communities are removing them due to 
abuse. Do keep us posted on how you get on in this regard.  The only litter was near the bin. 
Is there plans for the notice board at the rear community hall entrance? We wondered the same about another sign 
frame on a pole nearby?    Otherwise, the village is quite tidy in appearance.

The use of organic mulch (is this homemade or sourced locally?) helps retain moisture and reduce the need for 
weed control. We see you took on board the advice of your 2021 adjudicator.  We are delighted to hear that a 
Women’s Shed is planned and look forward to hearing more about this and your planned upcycling workshops in 
due course. We are glad to read that you collect some rainwater for watering your plants and have two compost 
areas. The new bike parking at the community centre is a welcome addition, more parking at the coffee stop would 
be welcomed no doubt. Is the local bus link well supported is everyone in the community aware of this useful 
service? It is not surprising that the cyclists wish to visit your area.  You have some exciting plans that tie in with this 
category – community vegetable garden, new fruit trees/bushes, larger composting area and growers’ gatherings. 
All of these would be very positive in terms of community sustainability and would help you progress in this category 
so do keep us updated as things develop.  Check out the new Tidy Towns handbook on 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/ for further ideas.

Carrig on Bannow residents are obviously proud of their village.  All developments and private residential homes 
along approach roads are presented to a high standard. It should be decided if the hedge along the entrance road to 
Hillcrest estate is to be maintained as hedge or tree line and carry out a maintenance programme accordingly. One 
side of the entrance here needs weeding. Inside in the development, all is in neat order.  The name stone and 
planters at the neatly presented Caisleán an Dining give a welcoming impression. Your efforts to encourage 
residents to look after their respective areas is bearing fruit – well done to all involved.

As previously mentioned, the planting at your ‘welcome’ signs give a welcoming impression.  Approach roads are 
well maintained but not over manicured. It is important to keep with the character of your rural community while at 
the same time acknowledging recommendations in the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. Car parks are in excellent order 
with clear markings. The promotion of the ‘Norman Way’ is a good way of promoting your village in the context of 
the wider area for visitors to explore.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done to all in getting Tidy Towns off the ground again, you are going from strength to strength and as you say 
‘bringing the village back to life’.  You are taking the right approach and we wish you well with future planned 
projects. Keep up the good work Carrig on Bannow Tidy Towns.


