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Fáilte Brí chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
We welcome Bree Tidy Towns to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition – it was a pleasure to visit your lovely 
village for the first time. Thank you for your entry and for your continued commitment to your making Bree a more 
attractive and sustainable place to live. Your hand-drawn map clearly shows your current projects and greatly 
assisted the adjudicator.  Your active committee of four is backed up by five Community Employment workers. You 
receive further support from your wider group of volunteers, local businesses, local school and clubs as well as 
outside agencies such as Wexford County Council, Wexford Local Development and Coillte.  You are well 
connected to the wider community through smart use of social media (Facebook page) as well as the more 
traditional means such as your weekly parish newsletter and display board. Sharing of information between various 
organisations in the community works well in your tight-knit community.   We would kindly as that you provide 
timeframes for your recent projects as many mentioned in your entry have been referred to by your adjudicator in 
2019 and/or 2020. We wish to award you marks so clarity would help. Keep up the good work.
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The painting of the car park lines including wheelchair parking at the Community Centre and at the school really 
makes a positive difference and gives an overriding impression of tidiness. Overall, the community centre complex 
is impressive – it also includes the creche, tennis courts, playground and playing fields.  We wish you well with your 
playground fundraiser.  The landscaping here will be referred to under that category. The parish information board is 
in excellent order. All was neatly presented at the shop and nearby Church, where gates and railings were recently 
painted (you also referred to this in last year’s entry?). Please put any information relating to planting in the 
‘Landscaping’  (or sometimes biodiversity) category.  Rainwater harvesting can be included under ‘Sustainability’.  It 
is great to hear that the water feature at the Dick Joynt garden has been repaired (this was also in last year’s entry?) 
We read with interested of this talented character who was adopted and much loved by the Bree community.  It is 
always nice to somewhere to sit and enjoy the garden space. The new seat at the ICA garden allows residents to do 
this. You say last winter was the first time your Development Committee secured funding to erect Christmas lights 
and a crib (also in last year’s entry?) – hopefully this can be done for future years as it raised community spirits and 
enhanced the village. Well done to the local teenagers for their imaginative work on the mural. The graveyard is 
beautifully maintained – we like the fact that the unused section is being left as meadow to enhance local 
biodiversity.
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You are making goo strides in this category. The landscaping at the community centre has had an overhaul and is 
most impressive with its attractive mix of perennials.  Just to clarify that daffodils and tulips are not pollinator-friendly 
plants, however mixing them in for seasonal colour is indeed a good idea. We admired the non-native yet 
appropriate beech hedge near the playground - it is coming along nicely. Colourful planters provide a softening 
effect throughout the car park as do the trees in the school car park with the colourful wildflower mix. Some lovely 
pockets of landscaping were observed throughout the village including the ICA garden where we note wheelchair 
accessibility was funded in 2019.  The Dick Joynt Garden has recently had a makeover including some fresh 
planting.  Well done for trying to incorporate native trees and hedging where possible. The upcycled wheelbarrows 
add a colourful charm. We acknowledge your efforts to upcycle the tyres; however for the longer term, this 
adjudicator would concur with the comments of your 2019 and 2020 adjudicator in this regard.
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Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:
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You are making goo strides in this category. The landscaping at the community centre has had an overhaul and is 
most impressive with its attractive mix of perennials.  Just to clarify that daffodils and tulips are not pollinator-friendly 
plants, however mixing them in for seasonal colour is indeed a good idea. We admired the non-native yet 
appropriate beech hedge near the playground - it is coming along nicely. Colourful planters provide a softening 
effect throughout the car park as do the trees in the school car park with the colourful wildflower mix. Some lovely 
pockets of landscaping were observed throughout the village including the ICA garden where we note wheelchair 
accessibility was funded in 2019.  The Dick Joynt Garden has recently had a makeover including some fresh 
planting.  Well done for trying to incorporate native trees and hedging where possible. The upcycled wheelbarrows 
add a colourful charm. We acknowledge your efforts to upcycle the tyres; however for the longer term, this 
adjudicator would concur with the comments of your 2019 and 2020 adjudicator in this regard.

Your efforts to plant pollinator and other wildlife friendly plants are lauded – we hope you have found the plant lists 
on the all-Ireland pollinator plan useful https://pollinators.
ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/AIPP-Garden-Plants_A5-Flyer-PRINT.pdf. Areas that are left as meadow 
will become richer and more colourful with every year if managed properly (one meadow cut per year, two if the 
grass is too rich, always collect grass after a few days to allow time for any wildflower seeds to disperse ).  Raising 
awareness is an important element of this category and elements such as the wildflower garden, upgraded insect 
hotel and bird houses/feeders help to achieve this.  Keep us updated on activities! It is wonderful to hear that the 
school children, as part of their curriculum, are so engaged with the wonderful nature that is all around them, 
including the nearby Bree Hill and Park Wood woodlands.

On the whole the village of Bree was very clean thanks to your environmentally responsible residents and to the CE 
workers who conduct weekly litter picks. Well done also to the volunteer who organises the annual spring clean – do 
give us an idea of numbers that come out and help with this event. We didn’t note any photos with your submission. 
It is great to hear that approach roads are covered by this worthwhile initiative. Litter bins were in good order. 
Your attention to detail when it comes to ‘tidiness’ is quite impressive, particularly areas such as the Eircom building. 
So often, these buildings and surrounding areas drag down the overall presentation but not in Bree due to painting 
and general tidy-up. Fresh white walls give a tidy impression.  The blue capping on a roadside wall up the hill could 
be refreshed soon.  Please try and avoid using chemical sprays, if at all possible.  Planters should be referred to 
under the ‘Landscaping’ category. Having said that they are all very well-tended to. Another particularly impressive 
element is that high standard of all the benches throughout the village. Well done to all involved.

We are impressed by your attempts to reuse and upcycle items for sustainability and landscaping projects.  This 
category is about reducing our reducing our use of all precious resources, thereby lessening our environmental 
impact. In addition to waste prevention, this also looks at water, energy and travel.  You can any new rainwater 
harvesting initiative here. The compost area was noted at the wildflower garden. Are you using the resulting 
compost in your activities? We would like to hear about any Green Schools highlights at the school, particularly if 
they involve working in partnership with Bree Tidy Towns.  What Green Flag are they now working on? Any 
environmental achievements of note?  You have some active recycling initiatives ongoing for clothes, books and 
batteries as well as a busy bring centre.  Attending talks about growing food in a sustainable way is always 
worthwhile. Are there any plans afoot to start a community garden of some sort? Check out the Tidy Towns 
handbook for further inspiration. https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook.

The overall presentation is of a high standard. Bree village has a few attractive estates with open areas, tree 
planting – all nicely maintained and litter-free. We particularly like the attractive bilingual name stones which have 
been planted up in most estates, making for a welcoming impression.  Encouraging residents to look after their own 
areas allows the committee and CE workers to focus on the village cores. Well done to all involved.

The new timber signs welcome visitors to the village and signpost local walks and nearby towns. The walking trails 
map is conveniently located and well-maintained. Road and footpath surfaces are in good order and as mentioned 
above, newly lined car parks are excellent. You can cross-reference between overlapping information in different 
categories; however; for future reference please try and avoid repetition of information (e.g., planters mentioned 
here again).

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The ongoing work and enthusiasm of your community volunteers and CE workers has made Bree a clean, attractive 
and welcoming village which you should be proud of.  Another impressive performance from Bree Tidy Towns. Keep 
up this standard and all the best with future projects.




