
237Castlepollard - Baile na 
gCros

Westmeath

C

45

Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.Thank you for your 
entry and the continuing participation of Castlepollard for over 40 years. The work done by the committee, 
volunteers and the many agencies and business that support you reflect the many years of experience behind your 
tidy Towns group. You are getting a lot of work done with a very small group of volunteers, will it be possible to 
recruit new volunteers to the cause. The engagement with schools and the newly arrived refugees is noted and may 
in time bring new faces to the group. The map provided clearly indicated the new, ongoing and future projects in the 
town, thank you. Your Biodiversity Plan is favorably noted and we wish you success in its implementation; if there is 
a Tidy Towns Plan it should be submitted with next year’s application.
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As has been noted in previous years public buildings, schools, churches, the local authority offices and Garda 
Station are all well presented. The Church of Ireland at the town square was particularly noteworthy, the grounds 
well kept and the flowers bringing welcome colour. The Town Hall on the square has the potential to be a real asset 
to this part of the town and proposal to renovate it are welcomed. The refurbishment of the Castlepollard Hotel was 
noted and we look forward to completion and reopening of the building.
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Castlepollard’s very distinctive Square was well maintained, the trees and planting give the place a very distinctive 
openness that allows the surrounding buildings to be displayed to their best. The addition of the refurbished seating 
at the canopy is a nice touch and the Lir fountain looks well following it being cleaned. Around the town evidence of 
well-maintained flower displays and mowing of green areas attest to the work of the committee and volunteers. The 
little park, seating area and surrounding trees on the Old Glenview Road is particularly attractive, a peaceful spot to 
stop at on a walk along a very well-kept road.
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Work on water biodiversity is commended, your water/biodiversity workshop is just the kind of action required to 
raise awareness on biodiversity and help train young people on water survey work, well done. The Swift nest boxes 
were noted at the school, is there a plan to monitor their use in coming years? All nest and bat boxes should be 
surveyed from year to year to get a sense of which species are being helped and where are the good locations for 
such infrastructure. The planting of wildflowers along the new path at Tullynally was noted and the signage here sits 
well in the site. Keep records of all the information you gather on water quality, bird life and insect use of pollinator 
plantings as this will give you and the adjudicators a sense of how things are working in the coming years.
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well in the site. Keep records of all the information you gather on water quality, bird life and insect use of pollinator 
plantings as this will give you and the adjudicators a sense of how things are working in the coming years.

Litter control is working well in Castlepollard. Vary little evidence of litter through the town and along approach 
roads. Are you carrying out a litter survey and analysis help to identify sources of litter? Keep segregating and 
recycling the litter that is gathered. With grass areas remaining uncut for weeks over the spring, to facilitate 
pollinators, these areas can hide litter is revealed once cutting happens. Keep an eye on these areas around the 
town.

Congratulations on the two green flags for St Michael’s School. The school garden is a great initiative and the 
awareness raised here will continue through their lives. Would it be possible to develop a community garden where 
people could develop skills in horticulture/vegetable growing? Locally sourced and organic food is one aspect of 
sustainability. The town estates could be connected to local schools through a network of cycling lanes, 
encouraging sustainable transport and activity. In the long term you will need to think about how aspects of energy 
use and saving can be measured and encouraged.

Residential areas around Castlepollard were generally well presented with garden and green areas well maintained 
and tidy. Planting and maintenance at Derravaragh Court is noted and as the trees mature they will be an attribute 
to the area. The approach to the town along church street, the Lir estate and the houses and gardens along the 
street are commended. Some planting, trees and flowers, along the road by the shops here would further enhance 
the road.

The entrances/approach roads to Castlepollard were all well presented. Signage was clear, planting complimented 
the signs and the management of grass verges and hedgerows give the visitor a sense of welcome to the town. 
Landscaping at the Mergon car park on Water St is good and a nice approach to the town, as was the grounds of 
the Castlepollard Community College on the Mullingar Road.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Thank you for your continuing work on the town and environs of Castlepollard. I hope the renovation of the 
Castlepollard Hotel is soon followed by that of the Town Hall. I look forward to further visits in years to come.


