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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... A committee of eight 
with six volunteers is excellent. You meet regularly and have a strong working relationship with organisation such as 
the credit union, county council and local development company. You have developed an excellent relationship the 
principal of the national school. Best  of luck with the new biodiversity plan. It would be beneficial for next  year’s 
application if you could include the name of your social media accounts as the adjudicator was unable to  locate 
them. You have  a great  community spirit, when the adjudicator visited there was a  well-attended  fun  run going 
on.
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The area around the harbour is  beautiful public space, with   a wide  variety of seating . The adjudicator would 
imagine that it would be the perfect place to stop for a picnic on a sunny day. The  facade of the Royal  Canal Hotel 
has been lovingly restored and the window boards  help to enhance the overall appearance of the building. The 
greenway and the new slipway  had excellent surfaces. Ballynacargy has a beautiful array  of  traditional shop  
fronts. The business owners should be  commended  for the effort that  they have put into maintaining them. These  
shopfronts help to add  so much character  to Ballynacargy. Have you ever considered entering the Tidy Towns 
special award in  this category? Or perhaps hosting an event to highlight local heritage  in Heritage Week. The 
adjudicator especially enjoyed the appearance of the public houses, especially Halligans. The  wooden sign  was a  
unique feature  that marked the entrance to the GAA ground. The new kerbing that has been laid on  the Mullingar 
approach  will  help to  protect the green areas from traffic, and this will hopefully reduce the amount of  
maintenance  that you have to do .
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The shrub beds near the bridge at the harbour  are well a maintained and had recently been weeded, they  make a 
strong impact when viewed from the  canal. The mature trees and   uncut grass area  help to visually  enhance  the 
area  whilst  providing a safe harbour for wildlife. The petrol station was beautifully maintained,  and  the adjudicator 
enjoyed the unusual planting   especially the cardamine palm. The shrub bed  on the Mullingar approach road is  
very well kept the garden at the  National School was   beautiful  with the  combination  of artichokes  and plum 
trees. Have you considered  encouraging  residents  and business owners to  use hanging baskets to further 
enhance Ballynacargy? If you are looking for  additional resources on wildlife friendly planting  the Tidy Towns 
handbook(available online) and pollinators.ie are both excellent resources.
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You have put up some new bat boxes near the  canal. Do you have a plan to monitor them to  check if they are 
being used? There were some signs of  weedkiller being used in the community. If possible,  it would be positive if 
the community could work towards  reducing its use as this will benefit biodiversity. The  new biodiversity beds were 
noted  and will  be of great benefit  to wildlife as they mature. Your application form mentioned a biodiversity plan. It 
would be greatly beneficial if you could  include some information about it, in next year’s  application form. Apple 
trees are an excellent way to enhance biodiversity, as their blossom provides  food  for pollinators  in spring and  the 
fruit can support bird populations in autumn. Ballynacargy is lucky to have a large number of  mature trees in the 
community. They are valuable for wildlife, so it is important to preserve them. Have you considered getting involved 
in  citizen science projects such as the Flower-Index Timed Count? You can find out more information on- 
Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

Well done to all who took part in the community litter pick. Have you noticed if the amount of litter being picked has 
reduced  compared last year? It would be beneficial to the adjudicator if  you could include  some information about 
the frequency of your litter picks. The village was spotless  on  the day of the adjudicators visit. At the harbour, some  
of the paint on the lock had started to peel. So, it could be due  for a retouch. Also, have  you considered repainting 
the boat tie ups? It would highlight them and  reduce their risk as a trip hazard. The adjudicator did notice some  
weeds in the shrub bed on the Mullingar approach. However, they do not detract from the overall appearance on the 
bed. Do you plan to  replace the railway sleeper that is missing from side of the bed?

The shrub bed  by the national school was  noted. This  must have reduced the amount  of annual that area being 
planted. The   use of bark mulch is a sustainable way to keep the bed weed free. Does it help to reduce the amount  
of watering required as well? The adjudicator noticed the school garden and polytunnel. What kind of  plants does 
the school grow? If you are looking  for inspiration in this category the Tidy Towns  handbook is an excellent 
resource  and is available on the Tidy Towns  website. Possible project  that you  might consider  include rainwater 
harvesting or  composting. Or mulching  grass  instead of collecting.

The houses in Ballynacargy as  very  well maintained by their  owner. The Main Street is full of historical houses that 
are neatly painted. The adjudicator particularly enjoyed the appearance of the ‘Bring on the Blooms’  with its quirky  
flower display and  beautiful  pink climbing rose. Towerview   is a well-maintained  housing estate  with lovely 
mature trees. It is lovely to  the greens  area being  used by local children. The 1916  commemoration was a 
patriotic addition to the  streetscape. The adjudicator would like to suggest repainting the name plate for the estate 
opposite the school  as it was difficult to read. Have you considered having a best kept garden  competition to 
encourage  and reward residents for maintaining their homes to a high standard? Our encouraging residents to take  
up  sustainability and  wildlife initiatives in their own home. These could include   rainwater harvest and  wildlife 
friendly planting.

You have maintained  the approaches so that they are in keeping with the rural character of the community. The 
L1902 is a well-maintained approach road, with its neatly cut  verges and Rowan trees that contrast  beautifully with 
the boundary stone wall. The Mullingar  approach road  has  enhanced by the new fencing  by the industrial estate. 
The verges  and walls on the R393 were admired by the adjudicator. Have  you considered creating a wildlife 
corridor by letting some of the  grass on  the approach roads   grow longer? Pollinators.ie  is an excellent resource  
if you would like to learn more about managing wildflowers.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Ballynacargy is a beautiful village with  a streetscape that  has retained many heritage  business fronts. These are 
well worth maintaining as it gives  Ballynacargy  a unique character.


