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A committee of three and  fifteen volunteers is excellent for a community of Ballymore’s size. You have created an 
excellent map, which is very easy to follow. Ballymore Tidy Towns have developed a strong relationship  with other 
community groups in the locality. Ballymore Tidy Towns has built  as strong working relationship with the Scoil Eoin 
Naofa. The carbon project that was completed with the school is very impressive and innovative. Ballymore  Tidy 
Towns  uses a  wide range of methods to communicate  with the public. This is very inclusive as it ensures that 
everyone  is able to stay connected with the  work of the Tidy Towns group. Well done for developing the outdoor 
seating area, it is an excellent  outdoor meeting space. Is it regularly  used by the community? The adjudicator  
would like to encourage you to caption your photos in future as it would allow the adjudicator to  gain a greater 
appreciation of the picture. The adjudicator noticed  the Men’s Shed behind community centre, are they involved in 
the Tidy Towns groups?
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The  commemoration  sign in Low St  for Late James Woods  is a fitting tribute. St Owen's Church and Graveyard 
was beautifully maintained, with excellent informative signage . You have taken steps to manage  Ivy on the site. 
This foresight will help to protect  the site into the future. The Heritage week project  2021  of sharing information 
each day  about Ballymore’s streetscape, is a creative way to highlight local history. The Cattle drover statute is a 
beautiful addition to the streetscape. How did Ballymore Tidy Towns come up with the idea for the statue? 
Ballymore  is a community that is very aware of its heritage  has there been any consideration towards developing  
a heritage  trail. The Noel Cuffe memorial bench is a beautiful place to stop and  watch the world go by. The 
Ballymore Church and  graveyards  are well maintained and accessible. The Garda station is neatly painted, and  
the lawns are well managed. The adjudicator particularly enjoyed the appearance of Cunningham’s public house.
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The tree surgery for mature trees is an excellent plan that will help to protect  and maintain the  tree line lined 
streets in the future. Your care and monitoring of all the trees in Ballymore was  noted by the adjudicator. The 
adjudicator could imagine that the task of collecting leaves must be a challenging one. The pump area is nicely 
planted and  helps to blend  seamlessly  with  Ballymore’s streets. The shrub beds are beautifully maintained  
landscaping  under the lime trees, the colour of the red  roses contrast beautifully with the green  grass. The 
planting in the wheelbarrow  is a creative idea however it was a little sparse. The  planting  by the Noel Cuffe 
memorial bench was  bold. Have you considered incorporating  more pollinator friendly   species such as Bidens 
and Bacopas in your  containers? The shrubbery outside Ballymore church was full of wildlife friendly planting . The 
adjudicator enjoyed seeing the bumble bees on the hebes. The grass in the graveyard was neatly cut, but the white 
clover was given space to bloom. The shrubbery by the community centre was well cared for and lots of colour and 
texture.
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clover was given space to bloom. The shrubbery by the community centre was well cared for and lots of colour and 
texture.

The bat survey of St. Eoin’s is an interesting project. In next year’s adjudication it would be positive if the adjudicator 
could be updated on the species that have been  found  in the area. The lough Seedy fascinating ,  it is clearly a 
much-loved area for the community. On Adjudication Day,  the adjudicator was delighted to spotted bog bean and 
flag iris in the lake by the Jetty. There was also a beautiful patch of Common Spotted Orchids. Have the Tidy Towns 
group considered putting up wildlife signage at the lake? Ballymore is a community that  values wildlife and Lough 
Seedy is a valued  resource. If you  need  further  support in maintaining the lake , the Local Authorities Water 
Programme is an excellent resource. Your work in planting wildflowers were noted  by the adjudicator  and well 
done  for including educational signage on the project. Have you considered getting involved in  citizen science 
projects such as the Flower-Index Timed Count? You can find out more information on- Flower-Insect Timed Count 
(FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

Both the committee and the scheme workers regularly  collect litter, and their efforts are to be commended. What 
type of litter is picked up? The involvement with the Green Kilometre scheme and An Taisce spring clean are to be 
celebrated. Well  done  for the effort that everyone puts in. The weekly clean up group  has done a brilliant job in 
keeping Ballymore Clean and Tidy. Meeting socially for a tea and a homemade bun is a fantastic way to celebrate  
what these volunteers have achieved. Self-care is very important  for volunteers. The challenging work that has 
gone into reducing the amount of dog fouling in the village is noted,  this can sometimes feel like a thankless task  
for volunteers. Have Ballymore Tidy Towns  considered doing a collaborative project with the National School to 
highlight  the danger of dog fouling? The signage in Ballymore was all exceptionally clean and well presented.

The National School and the Tidy Towns  group should be lauded  for all the effort that they have put in to 
developing the carbon footprint it is an innovative project that adjudicator has not seen before. The application form 
mentioned that Ballymore Tidy Towns make Leaf Mulch, do you use it in your flower beds? Had this reduced your 
reliance on peat-based compost? The bring centre is well maintained  and well done to the  diligent  volunteers that 
have cleaned. Have the Tidy Towns group considered  doing rainwater harvesting? The carbon survey that you  
carried in collaboration with the National School is an excellent project. It is a positive way to  understand  global 
warming on a local level.

Ballymore has several  estates, and these estates are  all maintained  by their  residents, and this is organised by 
the  resident groups. All the  estates that  the adjudicator visited  were  very well looked after with immaculately 
maintained greens, well cared for trees and they were all litter free. Well  done to all who are involved! There   were 
no ‘black spots’ in the estates. Have you considered developing a ‘best kept residence’ competition? This could  
help to reward  peoples  hard work. Have you considered encouraging  the estate groups  to  introduce some more  
biodiversity features such as  some wildlife friendly shrubs or leaving the grass  to grow in some areas?

The new  footpaths  and lightening on the Mullingar and  Streamstown approach  road are a fantastic asset for the 
community. It will allow pedestrians to move safely though the village .  You certainly have  many  lovely seating 
areas for pedestrians. Have you investigated creating  Slí na Sláinte  route through the community? The adjudicator 
particularly  enjoyed the appearance of the Athlone approach road with its neatly  cut grass and  well-presented  
beech hedging.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Ballymore  is a well-kept  community that has a lovely streetscape that is dominated by lovely mature lime trees. 
You clearly have a great love and respect for  heritage which is reflected in your  work.


