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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
 A committee of twelve with up to  fifty volunteers is exceptional for a community of Ballinahowns size. Ballinahown 
Tidy Towns has a well organised system of sub committees and  has  dedicated volunteers. Ballinahown has built a 
productive relationship with all the agencies  and NGOs that  helps to provide a broad range of services  to all the 
residents in the community. This is an extraordinary example of sustainable development goal seventeen 
‘Partnership in goals. Your positive relationship   with young people that focus on rights and responsibility is to be 
commended. You have given a voice to the younger citizens in the community. The adjudicator would like to wish 
the community happy years of use from the Astro pitch. Congratulations on your long-term involvement in the Tidy 
Towns competition. Have you considered taking time to review all the projects that you have completed  and 
celebrating everything that has been achieved by the community?
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You have certainly  developed a vibrant streetscape that is accessible to all, and you have created vibrant and 
creative public spaces. The adjudicator is looking forward to seeing the village hall repainted next year. The Hall is 
clearly a  well-cared for  building. An excellent job was  done  on resurfacing the  Slí an hAbhainn walkway,  the 
adjudicator hopes that the community is going to be successful is getting funding to put down a permanent surface. 
The  Car parking spaces have been neatly lined by the Astro pitch. The  sculptures are a beautiful addition to the 
streetscape. Ballinahown should be commended for working with a tree surgeon to ensure that  the fairy doors do 
not damage trees. The benches in the street have certainly benefited from  being repainted. The amphitheatre is a 
creative idea, and the adjudicator appreciated the use of natural material  that helps to integrate it into the 
landscape. The car park by the hall is a beautiful public space, which is exceptionally well  maintained and is 
enhanced by the sculptors. The installation  of bike stands at the hall have been noted, the adjudicator did notice 
they were a little loose. The pergola  being located underneath the mature trees is a creative use of space. The 
adjudicator particularly enjoyed the area around the 1916 commemoration, the use of wooden signs were beautiful, 
the fruit trees well cared for. It is a relaxing space to spend a contemplative moment
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Ballinahown has incredible  landscaping and all who are involved should be highly commended. A walk through 
Ballinahown is  truly a feast for all the senses. The use of sustainable perennial seasonal planting has been noted 
by the adjudicator. The  wildflower meadow is an excellent project. The adjudicator particularly  enjoyed the 
beautiful sculptor of Clonmacnoise. The adjudicator  would like to suggest that some plants are labelled in your 
landscaping display, as this would help educate residents and visitors about the plants you have used. The 
adjudicator did notice a lot of  dead heads on the chives  by the hall , if these  are removed, they  will flower again. 
The landscaping around you bring centre was exceptionally creative, it is a beautiful green shaded oasis. The 
adjudicator did notice  a number of sycamore seedlings in some of the beds. The adjudicator would like to again 
commend you on your landscaping work as it is incredibly beautiful, and it is full of  well thought out planting. The 
adjudicator particularly enjoyed the use of Lady’s Mantel, Rosemary, and Bronze Fennel.
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beautiful sculptor of Clonmacnoise. The adjudicator  would like to suggest that some plants are labelled in your 
landscaping display, as this would help educate residents and visitors about the plants you have used. The 
adjudicator did notice a lot of  dead heads on the chives  by the hall , if these  are removed, they  will flower again. 
The landscaping around you bring centre was exceptionally creative, it is a beautiful green shaded oasis. The 
adjudicator did notice  a number of sycamore seedlings in some of the beds. The adjudicator would like to again 
commend you on your landscaping work as it is incredibly beautiful, and it is full of  well thought out planting. The 
adjudicator particularly enjoyed the use of Lady’s Mantel, Rosemary, and Bronze Fennel.

The biodiversity pond is an excellent project that will develop into a valuable  resource for biodiversity  for the years 
to come. Have you made any plans to monitor and record the species that start  to use the pond? The effort that you 
have put into procuring  trees that  are suited for the landscape and do not need chemical  treatment is lauded. This 
is a very far-sighted approach  that will be of huge benefit for the community in the years to come. The  adjudicator 
would be interested in getting more information on the apiaries that you have in the community The butterfly garden  
is  fantastic  project, have Ballinahown Tidy Towns considered  recording the butterfly species that are spotted in the 
area? Ballinahown  has certainly embraced wildlife  planting in the village  and there is an abundance of wildlife 
habitats in the area. Have the community considered seeing if these habitats can be linked together to create 
wildlife corridors? The adjudicator is looking forward to seeing the  Biodiversity Action Plan in next year’s 
application. Have you considered getting involved in  citizen science projects such as the Flower-Index Timed 
Count? You can find out more information on- Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data 
Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

Ballinahown was spotless on the day of adjudication, well done to all who participate in the litter patrols. Has the 
pandemic   influenced the type of litter that you find? Your efforts to reduce the amount of fizzy drink cans be 
dropped in the village are to be commended. The children in the community have embraced litter control. Signage in 
the village was clean and well presented. The adjudicator would like to encourage the committee to be cautious of  
adding more signage to the streetscape. As then the village could become cluttered. The committee has certainly 
developed a strong  relationship with business in the village and this meant that advertising has been kept in the 
character of the village.

Ballinahown has certainly embraced sustainability and the long-term initiatives such as the library are valuable for 
the whole community. The sculptor park is  a creative way to reuse material. The commitment  to  preloved is 
exemplary  it is saving  the environment and  also saves money. The pond and the wildlife park are very 
sustainable, as Ballinahown Tidy Towns  has put in an effort  to reuse material. Local business   have embraced 
sustainability. The refill water station  has been noted. The adjudicator did notice that access to the  compost bins  
had become a little overgrown. The committee has certainly  found new ways to reduce their environmental impact 
and the efforts made to promote local transports are valued  by the whole community. The use of perennial planting 
to protect  soil moisture is having a positive environmental impact. Have you found  that this has reduced the 
amount of watering that you need to do? The bike repair workshop and walking club are well-thought ways to 
encourage people to  reduce their use of cars.

The residents of Ballinahown are to be lauded as their properties are maintained to a high standard. Have 
Ballinahown  Tidy Towns  considered to develop a ‘best kept residential property ’ competition  to reward  residents 
for their efforts? The adjudicator would like to suggest repainting the text in the sign for Woodland Avenue  to 
increase the signs visibility. The residents of Woodland Avenue should be applauded for maintaining their  
residences with pride. The various public spaces  in the community are maintained to an exceptionally high 
standard and they are well used by the community for its events. The community should be commended for 
developing these areas in a way that ensures accessibility. The playground is an excellent resource for  younger  
members of the community.

Ballinahown approach roads are maintained to a high standard and in a manner that is in keeping with the rural 
character of the community. The adjudicator did notice that some stonewalls had a lot of ivy growth on them. Ivy is  
beneficial to wildlife, but it can damage stone walls. The adjudicator would like to recommend that  the situation is 
monitored, and the ivy is removed if necessary. The junction upgrade  and footpath upgrade will benefit the village  
and allow for improved pedestrian access. The improvements to Slí an hAbhainn have been noted. Ballinahowns  
enthusiasm  to being part of the greenway project is to be praised. The adjudicator could image that  cyclist would 
enjoy taking  a break in the beautiful location of Ballinahown

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This adjudicator really enjoyed their visit to your community. Congratulations on everything that you have achieved. 
Ballinahown is  vibrant  creative community that is  working together to build a sustainable community.




