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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...  Athlone Tidy Towns 
have certainly put a lot of effort in developing a comprehensive application with a well-thought-out route for the 
adjudicator. You should be congratulated on forming a strong working relationship with community groups, 
business, and schools. You have an excellent Facebook page that you update regularly. A committee of fourteen 
and an additional three hundred volunteers is excellent. The system of subgroups is a wonderful way to keep 
volunteers motivated and to give them the opportunity to use their expertise. The coffee morning is an excellent idea 
as it is important to take the time to celebrate everything that you have achieved. The awards ceremony is a 
fantastic initiative to acknowledge the volunteers that go the extra mile. Do you have a relationship with the students 
from the TUS? The box hedging and roses throughout Athlone are well cared for and the updated bed shrub bed on 
Coosan Road is exceptional. The adjudicator would like to make one suggestion for next year’s application to try, if 
possible, to include the legend on the map as it would make adjudication easier.
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Athlone has an imposing streetscape that is full of buildings that have their own unique history. Athlone castle   is an 
excellent resource and the plan to enhance the streetscape around the city will enhance the amenity value of the 
area. The planned new wayfinding signage will  be an asset to visitors to Athlone. The Luan art gallery and the new 
rowing club add interest to the waterside area on Elliott Road. Athlone Tidy Towns have taken a very proactive 
approach on derelict buildings and the adjudicator is looking forward to seeing the improvements to Sean Costello 
Street. The Garda barracks is well done, and its restoration fits in well with the local streetscape. There is a lot of 
new housing being built in Athlone, this will help to ensure that Athlone remains a vibrant community in years to 
come. The painting of both business and private dwellings on Bastion Street should be commended, a vibrant 
colour palette. The adjudicator particularly enjoyed the appearance of Bastion Kitchen and West End Flowers. The 
adjudicator particularly enjoyed the Franciscan Friary  on Friary Lane, it is an imposing addition to the 
streetscape .Athlone  should be congratulation on keeping many of its  small independent shops, their unique 
shopfronts add vibrancy to the town. Have the Tidy Towns group considered having a best kept business award to 
thank business owners for all their hard work? The adjudicator did spot some street furniture that needs a touch up 
of paint. The improvements to the railway bridge have been noted. The greenway extension will help to bring visitors 
into the centre of town.
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The containers in Athlone have a lovely mix of colourful flowers. The adjudicator particularly enjoyed the  
combination of the bright yellow Tansy with the purple salvias on Custome Place. Have the Tidy Towns group 
considered leaving labels in place or at least providing a qr code so people can learn more about the plants? The 
use of seasonal planting was noted. Have the Tidy Towns group considered introducing pollinator friendly bulbs in 
the containers to provide some much-needed food for pollinators early in spring? The adjudicator would like to 
compliment Athlone Tidy Towns group on developing a well thought out strategy for managing green spaces. The 
plans for the Ranelagh Way Park will enhance the area and the adjudicator looks forward to seeing it on future 
visits. Your support of the residents’ groups to maintain their green spaces is to be commended. Burgess Park is a 
busy green space. The trees and benches  make it an ideal place to stop on a summer’s day. The box hedging is 
kept well. Both the IDA and TUS sites were very well managed, and they certainly make a positive impact on the 
approaches to the town. The adjudicator would like to compliment you on your box hedging, and they are very well 
maintained. Well done to the local resident who has taken the initiative to maintain a once troublesome site. 
Hopefully, her efforts will inspire others to do the same.
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The containers in Athlone have a lovely mix of colourful flowers. The adjudicator particularly enjoyed the  
combination of the bright yellow Tansy with the purple salvias on Custome Place. Have the Tidy Towns group 
considered leaving labels in place or at least providing a qr code so people can learn more about the plants? The 
use of seasonal planting was noted. Have the Tidy Towns group considered introducing pollinator friendly bulbs in 
the containers to provide some much-needed food for pollinators early in spring? The adjudicator would like to 
compliment Athlone Tidy Towns group on developing a well thought out strategy for managing green spaces. The 
plans for the Ranelagh Way Park will enhance the area and the adjudicator looks forward to seeing it on future 
visits. Your support of the residents’ groups to maintain their green spaces is to be commended. Burgess Park is a 
busy green space. The trees and benches  make it an ideal place to stop on a summer’s day. The box hedging is 
kept well. Both the IDA and TUS sites were very well managed, and they certainly make a positive impact on the 
approaches to the town. The adjudicator would like to compliment you on your box hedging, and they are very well 
maintained. Well done to the local resident who has taken the initiative to maintain a once troublesome site. 
Hopefully, her efforts will inspire others to do the same.

The adjudicator looks forward to seeing your revised biodiversity action plan next year. Your cooperation with 
NPWS have been noted, water quality is a complex issue with no easy answers. The community are lucky to have a 
raised bog so close by. Have you ever undertaken to do an educational event on the bog to highlight its 
biodiversity? The old canal is a fantastic amenity, and the adjudicator admired its potential to become a wildlife 
haven. Have Athlone Tidy Towns group considered undertaking a biodiversity survey of the canal? It would be 
beneficial to contact the Local Waters and Community Officer for advice on .  The displays of wildflowers  
throughout the time are  beautiful, well done for including appropriate signage to help to educate the public on the 
All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. Elliot road has a large number of mature native trees. Has the tidy towns group 
considered creating a tree trail, where residents and visitors could learn more about trees? Does anyone monitor 
the bird boxes in the fitness park? Well done on your attempts to reduce the use of weed killer. Well done on your 
efforts to eradicate  Japanese Knotweed it is not an easy task. The adjudicator noticed under the bridge  near the 
Luan Gallery. The adjudicator walked part of a nature trail  on the banks of the Shannon opposite Burgess Park. It 
was full of birdlife. Your efforts to support bees are noted and your donation to local wildlife rescues are to be 
celebrated. Have you considered getting involved in citizen science projects such as the Flower-Index Timed 
Count? You can find out more information on- Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data 
Centre (biodiversityireland.ie) Well  done on taking part in  the Daubenton bat survey, it is a fantastic initiative to be 
part of

Your efforts to clean and power wash have been seen by the adjudicator. The high traffic levels must make this 
difficult. Well done for getting the wires undergrounded in Church Street. The adjudicator noticed some weeds 
however this must be an ongoing battle for the Tidy Towns group. The ongoing  work to maintain footpaths and road 
surfaces have been noted. For next year’s adjudication it would be positive if you could show some before and after 
images of where advertising signage was removed. You have done splendid work on litter control, as this can be a 
challenging task in a community of Athlone’s size. Your efforts to replace and update bins have been noted. The 
adjudicator did notice some cigarette butts around some benches in town. Have you noticed a decline in the amount 
of litter being picked up by the ABC clean up?

Athlone Tidy Towns have made great progress in replacing   traditional street lighting with LED, this will benefit both 
the environment and biodiversity. The adjudicator awaits the results of your bike hire project initiative with interest. 
There is a wide range of charity shops in the community, these play a significant role in diverting material for landfill. 
The recycling centre is a valuable resource. How does the Tidy Towns group promote it? Well done for organising 
the climate change competition, it is positive, that young people are engaging with this problem. Your efforts to 
reduce peat compost have been noted. Does the Tidy Towns group have any composting projects?

You have certainly created a strong working relationship with the estate groups in Athlone. Well done in promoting 
biodiversity planting in the estates. Athlone is becoming a very wildlife friendly community The adjudicator 
appreciated the effort you have put it into supporting residents to maintain their homes on Bastion Street. 
Connaught Gardens is a beautifully kept estate. The green area is an oasis of calm and during the adjudicator’s visit 
it was full of wildlife. Have Athlone Tidy Towns considered  encouraging the estate  groups  to become more 
involved  biodiversity projects? These could include  maintaining small areas of wild flowers or planting wildlife 
friendly shrubs.

The Fernhill Garden centre landscaping certainly enhances the overall view on the Ballymahon approach road. The 
fruitful efforts of the Thursday club can be seen, as the approach roads are very well cared for. Does the Thursday 
club have any problems with the speed of the Traffic on roads? The planting outside the GAA grounds really 
enhanced the area. The Cormaddy roundabout has a high impact, is it designed by a local artist? Have Athlone Tidy 
Towns considered to develop a roundabout sponsorship scheme for the roundabouts? Your continuous efforts to 
maintain the laneways are noted as ant-behaviour can make this challenging.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:



Concluding Remarks:

The adjudicator really enjoyed their visit to Athlone. You have done excellent work   and have the potential to go far 
in the competition indeed. For next year’s application form , it would positive if you to include refences to the 
sustainable development goals.


