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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Welcome to the 2022 
SuperValu TidyTowns competition. We thank you for compiling and sending us your entry, and wish you every 
success in your future work. Good luck! We hope that your volunteer numbers have bounced back now that our 
society has opened u again. Covid 19 is of course still with us but at least so much of our TidyTowns work is 
outdoors and less of a risk. Keep up your associations with local schools and especially T.Y. projects where there 
are so many mutually beneficial opportunities. We were very impressed by the set-up at Villierstown Quay and the 
Boathouse. This is a great example of how a local community can pull together and run a small business that is to 
the benefit of many in the area. The collaboration with your local flower club is a very commendable idea. There 
must be lots of learning all round going on! With our dreadful Biodiversity Crisis, TidyTowns is an enthusiastic 
supporter of the All Ireland Pollinator Plan. Their wonderful website www.pollinators.ie is specifically designed to 
support community groups such as yourselves and they have a fantastic library of guidance documents and videos 
freely available online. Please make sure that yourselves and the Flower Club refer to their really helpful Pollinator 
Planting Code which lists many hundreds of herbaceous perennials, bulbs, annuals and shrubs that are all 
pollinator-friendly and sustainable thus helping you address both the biodiversity and climate crises locally in 
Villierstown!. Well done on your collaborative work with Coillte in developing local walking trails. These must have 
been such a wonderful resource during the pandemic but now you will have a wonderful legacy where the beauty of 
local habitats can be easily accessed and enjoyed.
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Villierstown is definitely one of the prettiest and most beautifully set villages in Ireland. It nestles into its river and 
woodland backdrop beautifully. It is blessed with many beautiful examples of vernacular architecture that are clearly 
cherished by their owners. Crows house was looking beautiful on adjudication day. It is so good to see what was a 
sorry old building being given new life and a great future ahead. The eco pods project sounds very exciting and we 
look forward to seeing how this Community-centred project develops on into the future - congratulations on this 
brilliant idea.
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The area around your beautiful community hall is a lovely little oasis in the middle of the village. We admired the 
Knight Templar of Bewley apple tree with such a fascinating backstory! The grass had been newly mown in this 
graveyard and it struck us that there is an opportunity here in the middle of the village to have what is known as a 
short wildflower meadow i.e. a lawn that is cut approximately once a month or so during the growing season, thus 
allowing small wild flowers such as daisies, dandelions, selfheal, speedwells and clovers etc. to flower thereby 
providing food for our beleaguered pollinator species as well as some colourful beauty for us humans to enjoy! The 
same can be said for The Commons green area and the beauty of this idea is that it cuts down on both precious 
volunteer time and expensive mower fuel bills – a win-win all round! The Commons area is a fantastic asset to your 
village – is there scope here for some more community use e.g. a small community garden or a fruit garden or a 
community orchard perhaps? The planter boxes in your picture for Project 8 look lovely, so well crafted, however on 
the day of adjudication some were looking in need of a little tender loving care! We noted during our visit that there 
has been quite a bit of landscaping work carried out recently on the main street of the village with new paths and 
grass verge realignments. So next year's adjudicator will get to see the finished product with grass areas hopefully 
restored along the path edges.
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short wildflower meadow i.e. a lawn that is cut approximately once a month or so during the growing season, thus 
allowing small wild flowers such as daisies, dandelions, selfheal, speedwells and clovers etc. to flower thereby 
providing food for our beleaguered pollinator species as well as some colourful beauty for us humans to enjoy! The 
same can be said for The Commons green area and the beauty of this idea is that it cuts down on both precious 
volunteer time and expensive mower fuel bills – a win-win all round! The Commons area is a fantastic asset to your 
village – is there scope here for some more community use e.g. a small community garden or a fruit garden or a 
community orchard perhaps? The planter boxes in your picture for Project 8 look lovely, so well crafted, however on 
the day of adjudication some were looking in need of a little tender loving care! We noted during our visit that there 
has been quite a bit of landscaping work carried out recently on the main street of the village with new paths and 
grass verge realignments. So next year's adjudicator will get to see the finished product with grass areas hopefully 
restored along the path edges.

You may be aware already but we noticed a population of Himalayan balsam, the invasive alien species, growing 
along the channel beside the Quay this problematic plant will need to be managed. Your local authority 
Environmental Awareness Officer will be able to advise. Recent herbicide use was also noted around the benches 
in this area. TidyTowns can play a great role in helping to inform the public about the misuse of these poisonous 
chemicals in our local environment. Their use at the Quay is unfortunate because in addition to creating ugly brown 
patches of dead vegetation, it is dangerous to use such poisons in an aquatic environment and especially in this 
case which is located in the Blackwater River Special Area of Conservation (SAC 002170). We all need to rethink 
what is ‘tidy’ – does it really matter if there are a few taller grasses growing at the base of a bench?! Indeed this 
whole area around the Quay is another candidate for monthly mowing allowing short wildflower species to flower. In 
your project number 2, you mention the removal of an old ditch and tree stump. Please be mindful that ditches are 
often important biodiversity habitats and hedgerows are protected from destruction between the 1st of February and 
1st of September annually. The copper beech tree must have been beautiful and they make wonderful individual 
specimen trees however, replacing a native hedgerow with a non-native beech hedge is not the best option for the 
biodiversity and ecology of the Villierstown area.. Your project no. 5,  the TY nature reserve is another great idea 
and it sounds like there has been a lot of research carried out here already. Villierstown is situated within an 
absolutely wonderful area for biodiversity set against the backdrop of both the Blackwater river and the Drumana 
Woods. We are in the middle of a global biodiversity crisis and nature needs all the help we can give it so there is 
plenty of scope in Villierstown to expand nature areas just with simple ideas such as letting your many grass areas 
grow a little bit longer as suggested above. The simple act of just cutting grass once a month allows for many 
species of wildflower to blossom and therefore feed our wild neighbours! With this beautiful biodiversity-rich setting 
of Villierstown you might consider commissioning a professional ecologist to work with you on a local biodiversity 
action plan. Funding for these projects is available from several sources and your Environmental Awareness Officer 
will be able to guide you on this. We were surprised and confused to see the name of your project no. 6 is the 
special area of conservation. As mentioned above, the Blackwater river and its banks are a Special Area of 
Conservation i.e. an SAC and this is a legal definition which means that the biodiversity of the area in and around 
the river Blackwater is protected under European law. Take a look at the website of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service at www.npws.ie and have a look at all the wonderful biodiversity areas that Villierstown is surrounded by in 
their maps. It is most important that all of us familiarise ourselves with these conservation areas in our localities 
because although they are protected under law, in reality many daily threats to their biodiversity value exist. 
TidyTowns groups all over Ireland can have a great role here as they familiarise themselves with their local SACs, 
SPAs and NHAs and pass the word on to all their neighbours and visitors!

Villierstown was spick and span on adjudication day. Well done on this – we know only too well the huge number of 
volunteer hours that go into litter picks etc. Have you ever thought about joining with neighbouring communities to 
work on adjoining roads? Wicklow have successfully run a ‘Pure Mile’ project in recent years that is a great template 
for TidyTowns groups all over Ireland.

This category of the competition has being gaining in importance with each passing year as our Climate crisis 
worsens. There is a huge amount of scope in this category but it can be a bit daunting. Please have a look at the 
newly revised TidyTowns handbook for lots of help and guidance with this category. Indeed it could be a useful one 
to encourage a few more TidyTowns volunteers in Villierstown as it covers many areas of interest especially for 
students for primary to tertiary level!

All the residential areas were looking well on adjudication day. Villierstown features many examples of beautiful 
architecture displaying great local craftsmanship.

One of the roads down to the Quay had nicely mown grass edges but unfortunately the vegetation at the base of the 
hedgerows on both sides of the road had been recently cleared. These particular habitats are vital for nesting 
pollinator species and that is why TidyTowns encourages all groups to manage such grass verges and approach 
roads by keeping just one width of the mower cut along the road edge and leaving the grass and wildflowers at the 
bases of the hedges and ditches to grow tall during the all-important spring and summer months. In this way, 
biodiversity is protected and the place looks tidy and minded! We noted the new boat planter at the junction with the 
Quay Road there is lots of potential for planting here and future adjudicators can look forward to lots of sustainable 
pollinator-friendly planting here no doubt!

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



biodiversity is protected and the place looks tidy and minded! We noted the new boat planter at the junction with the 
Quay Road there is lots of potential for planting here and future adjudicators can look forward to lots of sustainable 
pollinator-friendly planting here no doubt!

Concluding Remarks:

Villierstown is beautiful  gem of a village nestled in the Blackwater valley of west Waterford. You are in the enviable 
position of having both architectural and biodiversity riches here and we look forward to our next visit.


