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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Welcome to the 2022 
SuperValu TidyTowns competition. We thank you for compiling and sending us your entry, and wish you every 
success in your future work. Good luck! Your entry was very concise and easy to work with – many thanks for this! 
You also had a great sprinkling of photos through the text giving us a good idea of all that goes on throughout the 
year for you – not just on adjudication day! You have a good list of supporting agencies, businesses and other 
bodies, all crucial for the success of any community group. Great to see all the work you are doing with your local 
school helping to cultivate a sense of environmental awareness and sustainability in Kilmacthomas’ younger 
generations. Setting up a Youth TidyTowns group is a terrific step and it sounds like they’ve already been a 
wonderful help between biodiversity newsletters and bird boxes!
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Your streetscape in Kilmacthomas is so beautiful with the rise and dip of the long main street and wonderful bridge 
over the Mahon river in the middle. This is all enhanced by the care you’ve taken with your buildings and 
streetscape. We were really taken with the gorgeous shade of blue on the library. It’s always daring to use darker 
colours but in our Irish light they can really look good, setting off windows, doors and lots of other architectural 
details. For the same reason the cheery orange of the toilet block was great and well done on having a lovely, clean, 
serviced public toilet in a small Irish village. The lack of public toilet facilities around Ireland is very wrong in a 
modern society and of course hampering the visitors and tourists who we want to encourage! This adjudicator loves 
to read the information signs in our towns and villages. They often provide fascinating information and give a 
rounded picture of the locality we are visiting. It looks like you had a great sign about the Woollen mills and the river 
Mahon down at the river side but it has unfortunately faded in the sun. Hopefully it can be easily renewed as the 
information no doubt is still relevant.
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We spent some time along the banks of the Mahon river enjoying the greenery and all the activity between bikers 
and campervans. Do you have a proper Aire site set up for campervans? These are the way forward we think for 
many Irish towns and villages, encouraging this growing group of Irish and foreign tourists to visit and spend money 
in your localities adding more to rural regeneration. The cycle park looked terrific with great thought given to its 
design and its planter boxes looked beautiful – filled with pollinator-friendly plants – so good to see. Also great to 
see was the clover flowers let bloom as a short wildflower meadow in the grass areas around the old woollen mills. 
The community orchard is such a wonderful initiative – indeed so is your whole community garden set up. This has 
been a good year for fruit – unfortunately one of the apple trees had branches that were broken under the weight of 
fruit! In future years this can be avoided by pulling off some of the developing fruit in July. It feels wrong to do it but it 
avoids broken branches later! It was also great to see the small fruit bushes nearby laden with currants during our 
visit. Do you do anything as a community with the harvest? Might you have community events incorporating a 
community meal or recipe swap etc.? 8000 bulbs is an enormous amount of planting but they must put on such a 
wonderful show each spring and great to hear that many are crocuses and snowdrops which along with Muscari and 
Alliums are pollinator-friendly. Unfortunately, the daffodils and tulips are only of aesthetic benefit to us humans as 
they’re of no food value to pollinators anymore.
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The community orchard is such a wonderful initiative – indeed so is your whole community garden set up. This has 
been a good year for fruit – unfortunately one of the apple trees had branches that were broken under the weight of 
fruit! In future years this can be avoided by pulling off some of the developing fruit in July. It feels wrong to do it but it 
avoids broken branches later! It was also great to see the small fruit bushes nearby laden with currants during our 
visit. Do you do anything as a community with the harvest? Might you have community events incorporating a 
community meal or recipe swap etc.? 8000 bulbs is an enormous amount of planting but they must put on such a 
wonderful show each spring and great to hear that many are crocuses and snowdrops which along with Muscari and 
Alliums are pollinator-friendly. Unfortunately, the daffodils and tulips are only of aesthetic benefit to us humans as 
they’re of no food value to pollinators anymore.

Delighted to hear of the success of your no mow May project. Nature will always respond to the least bit of help we 
give as your cowslips have shown. Continuing on with a reduced mowing policy after May with a short meadow 
system will reap lots more lovely wildflowers such as short buttercups, clovers, speedwells and selfheal all through 
the summer months. The row of nasturtiums leading to the Grow HQ were lovely and bright. Happy bumblebees 
were seen feeding away in the flowers and in time they will hopefully spill out over the grass verge and make a 
wonderful feature. Despite being annuals they should re-seed themselves too and flower there for you every year. 
They can always be supplemented with another seed packet or two along the way – they’re such fantastic value 
both for us humans who enjoy their beauty and pollinators who enjoy their pollen and nectar! The Mahon river was 
looking very healthy with lots of Water-crowfoot, a member of the buttercup family with white flowers. Its presence 
indicates good water quality. The planned Comeragh Wild festival event along the river sounds great. There’s lots of 
scope for various community events about the wildlife of your river. No doubt you have Daubentons bats (the water 
bat) as well as plenty of birds and insects of interest. A community bat walk and barbeque would be ideal here - a 
very enjoyable community event that would also be fulfilling the important TidyTowns role of furthering biodiversity 
awareness locally. Contact your Heritage Officer for help with organising and getting the right specialist to guide you 
depending on which wildlife aspects you want to focus on. Creating local awareness of potential invasive alien 
species is also an important role that TidyTowns groups can play. Himalayan balsam was noted growing in the Mill 
race stream at the back of Grow HQ. This plant can cause problems in wild habitats as it outcompetes native 
bankside vegetation and its seeds rapidly spread downstream in rivers. Your Local Authority Environmental 
Awareness Officer will have more information for you on this and other species to watch out for and how they can 
be controlled. Balsam-bashing is a popular activity with some TidyTowns groups!

Well done on all the work you do over the year in this category. There were lots of visitors to Kilmacthomas on 
adjudication day but the village was spotless from a litter perspective and as mentioned above the whole 
streetscape is so well presented. Lovely to hear of how nice it was to have your community litter pick back on the 
local calendar – none of us ever realised how much we’d miss these events! Well done on your brilliant work in 
relation to dog fouling – furthering awareness by being proactive in a positive way. We haven’t come across this 
tack of doggy freebies donated by the local Veterinary practice but it makes a world of sense. Let us know next year 
if you’re noticing improvements in this difficult area – it’s one that unfortunately all TidyTowns groups have trouble 
with. A special acknowledgement here for the Kilmacthomas Young TidyTowns group – fair play to you for all the 
hard work you do for your village. It is a rarity to come across such an active Young TidyTowns group so you are 
very special! We hope that you’re enjoying the experience of volunteering for your local place and learning how, 
despite all the giving of your time and energy, it can be a really rewarding experience too.

Your sustainable Christmas trees are another great idea that hopefully lots of other community groups will follow too 
– eminently sustainable! You are clearly thinking about sustainability when you go to the trouble of keeping your 
Pelargoniums going from one year to the next with your polytunnel, well done on this but if you do really want to 
continue with these pollinator-unfriendly plants then please consider having them accompanied by plants which 
feature on the Pollinator Planting code list which can be downloaded at www.pollinators.ie Great to hear of your two 
new compost bins. We had a look at the compost heaps behind Grow HQ and we thought it might not be the best 
position for them simply because compost heaps by their nature can have run-off with a high nutrient content, which 
in this location will run down into the mill race stream. Your Grow HQ features so many re-used items and it’s lovely 
to hear of how successful your vegetable growing has been and how having a stall at the market has led to lots 
more interactions with the wider community - and hopefully a few more volunteers for all your great work!

Congratulations to Hillside Close on their recognition from the WCCC Spick & Span Tidy Estates competition. It 
sounds like all Kilmacthomas’ residents groups are very active and are expanding the TidyTowns ethos of loving 
where you live out across the wider community.

You have carried out a good few landscaping projects this past year with new beds set up around the village and at 
approach roads. This involves a lot of work - well done on all this effort. We were a little disappointed that 
pollinator-friendly plants were not widely used in these larger beds so hopefully when it comes to adding plants in 
the future you’ll have your copy of the Pollinator Planting Code in your pocket for reference! WCCC has carried out 
some comprehensive works around the village’s roads and pathways. This is great as it’s all about making your 
roads and paths safer and your liaising and lobbying with your local authorities is a really important part of 
TidyTowns work.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



roads and paths safer and your liaising and lobbying with your local authorities is a really important part of 
TidyTowns work.

Concluding Remarks:

We always enjoy our visits to lovely Kilmacthomas but this time we were really impressed with all the work that has 
evidently gone on recently. Keep on enjoying and loving where you live!


