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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Welcome to the 2022 
SuperValu TidyTowns competition. We thank you for compiling and sending us your entry, and wish you every 
success in your future work. Good luck! There is clearly a strong community spirit in Fenor. A very rural location, no 
doubt with residents quite spread out but you have come together for the benefit of all in the past with the Bog 
project and the playground etc. and now your Village Renewal Scheme will take you well into the future.
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Despite Fenor being a small village, you have a wonderful selection of places for the public to enjoy the outdoors. 
Fenor Bog is a fantastic community wetland project – you were pioneers in this area in Ireland! Hearing about your 
road bowling and French boules is really interesting. Very few Irish communities practice these games now but you 
are so right to be supporting these pastimes – with road bowling having a great heritage in Ireland. Make sure to 
include a few action shots in next year’s entry!
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Many thanks for the information you provided about Fenor Bog and Kilfarrasy Strand. As it happens your adjudicator 
has long been aware of Fenor Bog and its tremendous biodiversity value and the many congratulations due to the 
people of Fenor who recognised this long before it was fashionable! Perhaps there is a role for Fenor TidyTowns to 
reach out to other TidyTowns groups who are wondering about biodiversity areas in their own localities and how 
they can look after them? Your experience in this area is invaluable and no doubt encouraging to many others. On 
adjudication day it was lovely to see lots of daisies, buttercups and white clovers flowering in the graveyard but a 
shame to see herbicide use around the grass edges. Fenor has such a good name for the protection of biodiversity 
with all your work on the Bog over the last three decades and TidyTowns can play a great role in helping to inform 
the public about the misuse of these poisonous chemicals in our local environment – an example being your local 
populations of pipistrelle (which species?) and long-eared bats who make Fenor Church their home. Each of these 
wonderful, protected animals feed on up to 3000 midges and other insects each night! However, herbicides also kill 
insects, thus depriving the bats of their badly needed food supply so the use of herbicides in the church grounds is 
quite unfortunate. The wooden sculpture is very impressive. We have met a number of these works around Co. 
Waterford this summer - have you thought about reaching out to other communities and setting up a sculpture trail? 
The main areas that are planted are the flowerbeds near the pub and restaurant and those along the walls at the 
graveyard along with your various planters and tubs. We noted that few of these areas featured pollinator-friendly 
plants. Please do keep the Pollinator Planting Code (download at www.pollinators.ie) list in your back pockets when 
choosing bulbs, perennials or annuals for these places. The Biodiversity Crisis is very serious now but TidyTowns 
can help in many ways, in particular, ensuring we use as many pollinator-friendly sustainable plants as possible and 
tell people all about it so that they can follow suit in their own gardens. We noted your photos of the daffodils along 
the graveyard walls and they have a huge role to play in cheering us humans up in early spring after dreary winter 
but, unfortunately they are generally of no use to the starving bumblebees emerging from hibernation at that time. 
So we recommend that if possible you intersperse your daffodils with crocuses, snowdrops and grape hyacinths. 
This could be a gradual project over the coming years and an added benefit is that it will prolong the period that you 
have lovely blossoms in spring.
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choosing bulbs, perennials or annuals for these places. The Biodiversity Crisis is very serious now but TidyTowns 
can help in many ways, in particular, ensuring we use as many pollinator-friendly sustainable plants as possible and 
tell people all about it so that they can follow suit in their own gardens. We noted your photos of the daffodils along 
the graveyard walls and they have a huge role to play in cheering us humans up in early spring after dreary winter 
but, unfortunately they are generally of no use to the starving bumblebees emerging from hibernation at that time. 
So we recommend that if possible you intersperse your daffodils with crocuses, snowdrops and grape hyacinths. 
This could be a gradual project over the coming years and an added benefit is that it will prolong the period that you 
have lovely blossoms in spring.

Your outstanding project is the wonderful Fenor Bog. You are maintaining it to a high standard with it being safely 
accessible but most importantly biodiversity and conservation comes first. The grass management regime there is 
lovely with the grass paths mown to allow the short wildflowers such as clover to bloom. We especially loved the 
stone seats with their interesting illustrations. It is great to hear of the various studies that go on – the habitats here 
will provide years of research potential from Young Scientists all the way through to PhDs! You are also blessed 
with your proximity to the sea and the fascinating Copper Coast. As with the Bog, there are plenty of really 
informative signs. Then not too far away you also have woodland habitats, some of which sadly have suffered with 
recent fire incidents. Your local community awareness of this is so important in relation to keeping watch and 
notifying the authorities as soon as possible when required. Creating local awareness of potential invasive alien 
species is also an important role that TidyTowns groups can play. New Zealand flax was noted growing beside the 
gas tank at the edge of the graveyard. This plant can cause problems if it spreads to wild habitats. Your Local 
Authority Environmental Awareness Officer will have more information for you on this and other species to watch out 
for. We also must remark on your beautiful roadside stone ditch habitats with beautiful wildflowers such as 
stonecrop, navelwort, woodsage and foxglove putting on a gorgeous show on adjudication day. These are also a 
habitat to be cherished and acknowledged as all too often ditches, verges and hedges are cleared with little 
attention paid to the value of these habitats for our local biodiversity.

Fenor was busy with lots of families enjoying the playground on the day of our visit but everywhere was tidy and 
litter free. Well done on all your work here – we know it’s never-ending!

You demonstrate a good awareness of sustainable issues and how they pertain to your local community. The 
TidyTowns Handbook will also have more ideas and guidance for you. As for many biodiversity issues, a lot of this 
category is about creating awareness of the issues in your locality and making locals feel enabled and empowered 
to make a difference.

Fenor looks like a beautiful place to live surrounded by nature and its clear that local residents take pride in their 
surroundings. You list 19 new street lights as part of your Village Renewal. Increasingly it is being noted how street 
lighting can have negative impacts not only upon the circadian rhythms of us humans but also on photophobic 
species such as bats. Prior to the start of this project it would be very worthwhile to investigate the best options for 
this. We look forward to hearing about the progress on the Sensory Garden in the new Autism Unit. There should be 
great opportunities for the use of pollinator-friendly plants here – herbs and fruits trees and bushes are all terrific 
examples.

As mentioned above the approach roads to Fenor were lined with beautiful hedgerows and wildflower strewn walls 
making for gorgeous approaches to the village.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Fenor has been known to this adjudicator as having a fantastic community spirit since first hearing about the Fenor 
Bog Project 25 years ago and our visit this year proved that it still alive and well! Keep up your great work and we 
look forward to our next visit to lovely Fenor.


