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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Welcome to the 2022 
SuperValu TidyTowns competition. We thank you for compiling and sending us your entry, and wish you every 
success in your future work. Good luck! Well done on your long list of associated agencies, bodies and businesses 
– so important for the success of community groups. Also a special call out to the Dunmore East branch of the Sea 
Scouts for the work they do with TidyTowns – they must be a great help and it’s so heartening to see their 
involvement. Santa’s visit to the Fisherman’s Hall sounds like the most lovely Christmas gathering of the local 
community, demonstrating the essence of what TidyTowns is all about. It must have been so cheering at a time 
when we were all so pandemic-weary and in need of each other’s support. You were very strategic in the use of 
your time during the pandemic, using it to plan and lobby your local authority on issues of interest in Dunmore East. 
Your five positive outcomes from this are all issues that will result in an enhanced quality of life for locals and visitors 
alike in Dunmore East. Well done on this.
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Dunmore East has one of the loveliest streetscapes in Ireland, with a beautiful coastline on one side and many 
wonderful examples of vernacular architecture so well maintained. The thatched cottages stand out of course but 
there are also many other examples of beautiful cottages, terraced houses and Victorian villas. We noticed the new 
finger style place name signs. They fit in so well to the Dunmore East streetscape, inobtrusive but handsome in 
design and very importantly including the Irish placenames too. The beautiful Fisherman’s Hall was in need of a 
coat of paint on adjudication day but perhaps this is due to happen shortly as part of the overall refurbishment work 
here? Next year’s adjudicator will see the result. Make sure to retain the lovely lettering of the hall’s name on the 
front wall. We loved the Sea Scouts mural, so colourful and so appropriate in its location. The older mural on the 
hall’s back wall is also beautiful but maybe in need of a bit of touching up? The garden here at the back of the library 
was still undergoing works during our visit but it no doubt will be a lovely job when it’s finished. We were really glad 
to see the fruit trees had been retained. We noted your proposed plan for the Horse Quarter roundabout – hopefully 
next year’s adjudicator will see the finished result! The revamped benches in the park looked great. The wooden 
seating on top of the stone benches is such a good idea and sustainable - making use of what you already have.
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You note how you are making a shift towards pollinator-friendly planting. This is great to hear and really we are all 
duty bound to do this now considering the biodiversity crisis our country and planet is currently suffering. You 
mention how 10,000 daffodil bulbs were planted which is a huge piece of work. Daffodils give a wonderful dose of 
cheer after the winter but unfortunately it’s only aesthetic and of use to us humans as daffodils are of no value to 
pollinator species. So with large scale bulb plantings such as this we suggest that a mix of bulbs be planted 
including the pollinator-friendly crocuses, snowdrops, Muscari and Alliums. These will also extend the flowering 
period of interest. The bed at Harney’s Hill had a gorgeous display of colourful planting that was keeping lots of 
pollinators very happy and well fed! Locally sharing the brilliant information freely available at www.pollinators.ie is 
another great role for TidyTowns groups. In particular the Pollinator Planting Code provides really helpful lists of 
pollinator friendly perennials, bulbs and annuals for all types of gardeners. We saw the Japanese knotweed 
infestation at the back of the Fisherman’s Hall on the path down to Stony Cove. Work has clearly been done here 
but it is terribly difficult to remove. Your WCCC Environmental Awareness Officer will be able to advise. We saw the 
new planting at the Roadside Garden. You have made a lovely choice of plants for here - bearing our precious 
pollinators in mind.
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cheer after the winter but unfortunately it’s only aesthetic and of use to us humans as daffodils are of no value to 
pollinator species. So with large scale bulb plantings such as this we suggest that a mix of bulbs be planted 
including the pollinator-friendly crocuses, snowdrops, Muscari and Alliums. These will also extend the flowering 
period of interest. The bed at Harney’s Hill had a gorgeous display of colourful planting that was keeping lots of 
pollinators very happy and well fed! Locally sharing the brilliant information freely available at www.pollinators.ie is 
another great role for TidyTowns groups. In particular the Pollinator Planting Code provides really helpful lists of 
pollinator friendly perennials, bulbs and annuals for all types of gardeners. We saw the Japanese knotweed 
infestation at the back of the Fisherman’s Hall on the path down to Stony Cove. Work has clearly been done here 
but it is terribly difficult to remove. Your WCCC Environmental Awareness Officer will be able to advise. We saw the 
new planting at the Roadside Garden. You have made a lovely choice of plants for here - bearing our precious 
pollinators in mind.

It’s wonderful to hear that you have the expertise of a Marine Biologist on your committee and that she is so 
generous with her knowledge. Thank you for the links to your sea themed biodiversity workshops. They look super! 
It is so crucially important that local children (and adults!) get familiar with the natural history of their surroundings. 
We also absolutely loved the beautiful artwork for the shoreline exploration worksheets – these should definitely be 
made into Dunmore East posters etc! Another point worth mentioning that an important role for TidyTowns groups is 
to ensure that their wider communities are aware of any local conservation areas and in Dunmore East, the coast all 
along the town from the north beach around to the cliffs beyond the harbour are designated as a proposed Natural 
Heritage Area: the Dunmore East Cliffs, site code 000664. Check out the maps section of www.npws.ie for more 
details. You clearly are already aware of the protection needed for these habitats – maybe it would be worth 
contacting your local NPWS Conservation Ranger and organising an information evening about the conservation 
and protection of these precious habitats. It’s great to hear of nature helping with your landscaping over at the 
Shanoon car park – this is indeed the best kind of landscaping as these lovely wildflowers will survive and thrive in 
the coastal conditions here.

We are seriously impressed with the monthly beach clean-up where the reward afterwards is a yoga session – what 
an inspired idea to sort out all those aching backs! Also the Pickers for Pizza is another very clever idea! The town 
was looking very well on adjudication day. There were lots of visitors and tourists and this naturally brings litter 
problems but you are dealing with it very well. We know it’s not easy!

We love your sustainable idea of street banners hung from lampposts instead of hanging baskets. Lots of colour 
without unsustainable and taxing watering! Our only suggestion here would be more banners please! Great to hear 
of the sustainable gardening at the Crescent with cuttings and seeds being gathered from local gardens. Linking in 
with the new Gardening Club is a great idea – you will be so mutually beneficial! Remember to share all the brilliant 
guidance and resources available for gardeners at www.pollinators.ie You demonstrate a good awareness of 
sustainable issues and how they pertain to your local community. The TidyTowns Handbook will also have more 
ideas and guidance for you. As for many biodiversity issues, a lot of this category is about creating awareness of the 
issues in your locality and making locals feel enabled and empowered to make a difference. We look forward to 
hearing the results of your survey in next year’s competition.

Well done on the Garden competition – it seems to have resulted in lots of benefits, not least a new committee 
member! We couldn’t help but notice the many beautiful private gardens all around Dunmore East, so we look 
forward to future developments and collaborations with the new Gardening Club.

The work you carried out on the High Road over the last year must have been quite arduous but we hope it is now 
much more manageable on into the future for you. You mention a problem with wild garlic – we presume you mean 
three-cornered leek or garlic (Allium triquetrum) as opposed to the native and non-problematic wild garlic (Allium 
ursinum)? Allium triquetrum is indeed an invasive alien species that can be problematic as it can take over in 
gardens and at the base of hedgerows. It’s a bulbous plant so it can be dug up after it dies back each autumn and 
hopefully after a while it will be cleared. The tree felling at Coxtown Hill Corner is a great example of TidyTowns 
community spirit being alive and well in Dunmore East.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We always enjoy visits to beautiful Dunmore East whether for work or pleasure. It’s looking as beautiful as ever 
these days but with lots of interesting ideas and community initiatives going on behind the scenes. We’re looking 
forward to our next visit already!


