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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Welcome to the 2022 
SuperValu TidyTowns competition. We thank you for compiling and sending us your entry, and wish you every 
success in your future work. Good luck! You clearly have a sterling bunch of volunteers in Dungarvan as you have 
achieved so much. It is also clear all across your entry that you work in conjunction with many other community 
groups in Dungarvan and its environs. You have a long list of agencies, bodies and businesses showing how well 
integrated your TidyTowns group is into the town. This is crucially important for achieving your target and plans for 
Dungarvan – it’s all about community and co-operation as you know well! It’s great to hear of all your engagement 
with various youth groups and many congratulations go to Dungarvan Youth Reach for their huge achievement on 
winning 1st prize in the UNESCO Biodiversity Award! You are active on social media with lots of regular posts. 
Make sure to use this as a vehicle for spreading the word to your local community on many important messages – 
and many bear repeating! Posts reminding people of the helpful resources available especially in relation to 
biodiversity and sustainability such as those on www.pollinators.ie is always worthwhile.
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This adjudicator has long loved to visit Dungarvan and enjoy its wonderful mix of old and new architectural styles set 
against the beautiful backdrop of An Rinn and Dungarvan Harbour. We noticed the liberal sprinkling of Gaeilge on 
many shop fronts and signs and it is lovely to see – bringing our native language into the everyday. You 
acknowledge that although not formally part of the Gaeltacht na nDéise, Dungarvan is the main service town for it 
and therefore lots more Irish is to be welcomed. This is beautifully illustrated (literally!) with the wonderful new 
biodiversity murals at Boreenatra by Sinead Violet. The Irish names for many of our species can often tell us 
something extra about the plant’s or animal’s ecology. The big increase in outdoor seating is great – giving the 
streets back to the pedestrian. Indeed with a few extra coats, blankets and the odd heater we have lots to learn from 
our Scandinavian cousins who are already in the habit of frequently sitting outside even in winter. Well done on the 
buoy refurbishment here and let us know in future competitions when the interpretative information is installed – the 
memorial that the buoy represents is a poignant reminder of Dungarvan’s maritime past. The new outdoor seating 
and tables here looked well and they appeared to be wheelchair-accessible. Lots of public seating is so important, 
especially for our older population, a seat enables many to walk further when they’re safe in the knowledge of a 
place to rest along the way. We especially loved the ‘happy to chat’ benches, such a simple but effective idea.
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Dungarvan is indeed blessed with several green spaces and you are very lucky to have the support of the Council’s 
Environment Department to maintain these important spaces. There were lots of lovely examples of 
pollinator-friendly planting but still plenty of beds of annuals that are useless to pollinators such as Pelargoniums 
and Begonias (very noticeable in Walton Park in particular). The Biodiversity Crisis is at such a serious juncture now 
that it is behoven upon us all to do whatever we can to support our beleaguered pollinator species. TidyTowns can 
help in so many ways by encouraging the use of as many pollinator-friendly, sustainable plants as possible in all our 
public spaces and very importantly, telling people all about it so that they can follow suit in their own gardens. 
Locally sharing the brilliant information freely available at www.pollinators.ie is another great role for TidyTowns 
groups. In particular the Pollinator Planting Code provides really helpful lists of pollinator-friendly perennials, bulbs 
and annuals for all types of gardeners. The beautiful ash tree at the crossroads of Moresby Park appears to have 
ash dieback disease. This is such a shame, but most of our ash trees in Ireland now have the disease which seems 
inescapable. Now we have to wait and see which trees will have a natural immunity and survive. Some botanists 
believe that standard ash trees such as this one at Moresby Park can be helped by the simple task of gathering up 
all its leaves as soon it drops them each autumn. Ideally the leaves should be burned in order to kill the fungal 
spores of the disease. In this way you will be lessening the fungal spore load which will infect the tree the following 
spring and in light of the pandemic, we all know how lessening the infective load can make a big difference! The 
Park immediately east of St Mary’s Church of Ireland is a space that could easily be made a little more 
biodiversity-friendly by managing the grass as a short wildflower area - mowing it just every 3 or 4 weeks but also 
the broken paths could be levelled to make this lovely space more accessible to all. Indeed The Park could, for all 
intents and purposes, be extended into the memorial garden you are planning around the corner at Boreenatra.
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Dungarvan is indeed blessed with several green spaces and you are very lucky to have the support of the Council’s 
Environment Department to maintain these important spaces. There were lots of lovely examples of 
pollinator-friendly planting but still plenty of beds of annuals that are useless to pollinators such as Pelargoniums 
and Begonias (very noticeable in Walton Park in particular). The Biodiversity Crisis is at such a serious juncture now 
that it is behoven upon us all to do whatever we can to support our beleaguered pollinator species. TidyTowns can 
help in so many ways by encouraging the use of as many pollinator-friendly, sustainable plants as possible in all our 
public spaces and very importantly, telling people all about it so that they can follow suit in their own gardens. 
Locally sharing the brilliant information freely available at www.pollinators.ie is another great role for TidyTowns 
groups. In particular the Pollinator Planting Code provides really helpful lists of pollinator-friendly perennials, bulbs 
and annuals for all types of gardeners. The beautiful ash tree at the crossroads of Moresby Park appears to have 
ash dieback disease. This is such a shame, but most of our ash trees in Ireland now have the disease which seems 
inescapable. Now we have to wait and see which trees will have a natural immunity and survive. Some botanists 
believe that standard ash trees such as this one at Moresby Park can be helped by the simple task of gathering up 
all its leaves as soon it drops them each autumn. Ideally the leaves should be burned in order to kill the fungal 
spores of the disease. In this way you will be lessening the fungal spore load which will infect the tree the following 
spring and in light of the pandemic, we all know how lessening the infective load can make a big difference! The 
Park immediately east of St Mary’s Church of Ireland is a space that could easily be made a little more 
biodiversity-friendly by managing the grass as a short wildflower area - mowing it just every 3 or 4 weeks but also 
the broken paths could be levelled to make this lovely space more accessible to all. Indeed The Park could, for all 
intents and purposes, be extended into the memorial garden you are planning around the corner at Boreenatra.

An important role for TidyTowns groups is to ensure that their wider communities are aware of any local 
conservation areas and in Dungarvan you are in prime territory with the Dungarvan Harbour SPA being home to 
several bird species of international importance protected under European law. The NPWS have erected several 
information boards about the SPA along the harbour front and reminding locals of this every so often is no bad 
thing! You mention ‘large scale cleansing’ being planned for the Colligan River. With its estuary being part of the 
SPA, make sure this work is cleared with your local NPWS Conservation Ranger as untold damage can be done to 
these precious ecosystems when they are disturbed by such actions. In Dungarvan you are justifiably proud of your 
green credentials ‘Known for our Greenway and our Green Ways’ so liaising with the NPWS locally is the only way 
to ensure that Dungarvan’s precious biodiversity (of international importance!) is getting the best care. Check out 
www.npws.ie for more details. It is great to hear that more and more areas around the town are mowing less 
regularly and following the No-mow-May campaign. This is a great start and having what are known as short 
wildflower meadows is easily achievable in many places. It simply involves mowing the lawn every 3 weeks or so – 
in this way it’s still easy to walk over, looks tidy but it allows small flowers such as daisies, buttercups, clovers, 
speedwells and selfheal to bloom and feed our pollinators. This can be carried on all through the growing season 
until November. There is no need for wildflower seed as theses species mentioned are usually present already. If 
you’re feeling adventurous and have a big enough area then you could have a variety of wildflower meadow types 
with tall ones and short-flowering ones and lovely grass paths mown in between. You can even have fun with the 
grass paths and mow spirals and mazes. The All Ireland Pollinator Plan website at www.pollinators.ie has lots of 
helpful guides and videos on the topic. The important thing is to work with what you have naturally and not to 
introduce commercial seed into a wild habitat. The use of commercial wildflower seed is not recommended as a 
biodiversity action for a number of ecological reasons including the unwitting introduction of species that do not 
belong to a habitat and sometimes areas of valuable grassland habitat can be cleared in order to introduce the said 
wildflower seeds. However, if ideas are needed for encouraging people, especially children to sow and grow for 
biodiversity then gifts of great pollinator-friendly annuals such as sunflower and nasturtium seeds for people to use 
in their garden flowerbeds or plant pots is a great idea with no unfortunate, unintended ecological consequences! It 
was great to see your swift boxes at the Quanns Sports Centre. We wondered how they were doing? Were any 
being used? Do you have a caller? It would be great to include this information in your 2023 competition entry. With 
such a wonderful variety of habitats and ecosystems in easy reach of the centre of town, we wondered have you 
ever run any nature walks and talks with invited experts? There’s lots of scope for events focussing on botany, birds 
or bats. Such community events can be a great way of pulling in new volunteers who don’t realise the hugely 
important part biodiversity and sustainability play in the lives of TidyTowns groups these days!

We very much agree with your thoughts of weeds as ‘shabby chic’! They are indeed just wildflowers in the wrong 
place – but the wrong place according to who’s opinion?! We will all have to change our mindsets on this topic as 
the needless use of herbicide is no longer acceptable from either a scientific or environmental health perspective. 
Dungarvan was looking very tidy and well looked after on adjudication day. It was thronged with visitors and tourists 
with hardly any litter to be seen so well done to all of you who work at this never-ending task year after year. We 
noticed the Hydrangea bed at The Park – it must be a huge job weeding this area manually and one that will often 
need to be repeated. Have you thought about planting something low-growing like Mexican fleabane in between the 
Hydrangeas? It will cover the ground and therefore lessen the weeding work but it is also pollinator-friendly as 
unfortunately the pretty Hydrangeas are of no food value to pollinators. Many thanks for your great, humorous 
litter-picking pics! A good sense of humour is another TidyTowns essential!

You demonstrate a great awareness of sustainable issues and how they pertain to your local community. The 
TidyTowns Handbook will also have more ideas and guidance in this category. As you’ve demonstrated, a lot of this 
category is about creating awareness of the issues in your locality and making locals feel enabled and empowered 
to make a difference. Would you believe Moresby Park was busy as we walked through and we unknowingly walked 
past the water dispenser with an empty water bottle! Maybe a small fingerpost or something eye-catching could be 
devised to let people know that this important service is available in Dungarvan. We were very impressed to hear 
that one of your volunteers has been re-using the same litter bag while out litter-picking for several years. That is 
dedication to the cause! We loved the Free Beach Toy Library idea. Keep up your great work in this category – it’s 
all about slowly tipping away over the years and gradually we will all form new, more sustainable habits.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



Dungarvan was looking very tidy and well looked after on adjudication day. It was thronged with visitors and tourists 
with hardly any litter to be seen so well done to all of you who work at this never-ending task year after year. We 
noticed the Hydrangea bed at The Park – it must be a huge job weeding this area manually and one that will often 
need to be repeated. Have you thought about planting something low-growing like Mexican fleabane in between the 
Hydrangeas? It will cover the ground and therefore lessen the weeding work but it is also pollinator-friendly as 
unfortunately the pretty Hydrangeas are of no food value to pollinators. Many thanks for your great, humorous 
litter-picking pics! A good sense of humour is another TidyTowns essential!

The residential areas all around Dungarvan were looking great on adjudication day and your competition entry 
highlights many lovely projects where TidyTowns are working closely with residential groups. Your pictures tell a 
thousand words! The benches next to the playground are gorgeously designed and decorated. Well buoy!

Your adjudicator is also a cyclist and we really like the way you acknowledge how some of Dungarvan’s approaches 
are just for cyclists and pedestrians with your beautiful Greenway. It’s refreshing to show this way of looking at our 
streetscapes. The plan to eventually make it possible to safely cycle right into the town centre without having to 
dismount is an excellent example of Smart Travelling! We’ll be down to try it out as soon as it’s open! Dungarvan’s 
various roundabouts are good examples with some lovely planting schemes and the differing characters of the 
roundabouts helps the visitor to get their bearings too!

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

There is an awful lot going on in busy Dungarvan and we can’t wait for our next visit to see how Dungarvan 
TidyTowns’ various projects progress. You clearly very much love where you live and get enjoyment out of looking 
after it. Keep up your great work and most importantly keep enjoying it!


