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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Welcome to the 2022 
SuperValu TidyTowns competition. We thank you for compiling and sending us your entry, and wish you every 
success in your future work. Good luck! Well done Clonea Power Tidy Villages on your wonderful community spirit – 
you have a huge number of volunteers for a small village and this tells its own story. Keep working on those very 
important relations with various authorities and agencies as they will give you huge support over the years.
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Clonea Power has a beautiful streetscape set into a verdant background with the Clodiagh river valley and the 
majestic Comeraghs to the west. The recent refurbishment of the Old School is a magnificent job breathing new life 
into the beautiful old building. It adds so much character to the village and gives a strong signal of your community’s 
belief in a busy future. The new signs were not all in place at the time of our visit but thank you for the photo – they 
look great and such a lovely idea to have the Irish meaning translated. Great to hear of the happy feedback form 
locals about the two new seats in the graveyard. Yes, something as simple as a good seat can make a world of 
difference to the weary walker as well as ensuring the moment is taken to enjoy a lovely view of which Clonea has 
many.
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A lovely choice of plants was used in the landscaping to the front of the old school with pollinator-friendly Verbena 
and lavender. With all your various planting projects please make sure to refer to the Pollinator Planting Code (free 
to download at www.pollinators.ie) which provides really helpful lists of pollinator friendly perennials, bulbs and 
annuals for all types of situations. The Biodiversity Crisis is so bad but TidyTowns groups can help in many ways 
and ensuring you use as many pollinator-friendly sustainable plants as possible and tell people all about it so that 
they can follow suit in their own gardens. Locally sharing the brilliant information freely available at 
www.pollinators.ie is an important role for TidyTowns groups. The grass in the graveyard had been freshly cut on 
adjudication day. Would Clonea Parish consider cutting the grass just a little less frequently in order to let the small 
wildflowers such as clovers, daisies, speedwells and selfheal to flower? These are so important for our beleaguered 
pollinators and they look so pretty too. This is actually termed a short wildflower meadow but it is still easy to walk 
over.
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We had a great view of the Clodiagh form the graveyard. It was great to see the wild plants left to grow at its banks 
as well as the native whitethorn/hawthorn hedge edging the graveyard. All of these are so important for the precious 
river to have a clean bill of health which in turn ensures the protection of the precious freshwater pearl mussels as 
you probably already know. It is fantastic to hear of your collaboration with Portlaw and Rathcormack on an 
awareness-raising project about these fascinating species. Another point worth mentioning here is that Clonea 
Power Tidy Villages can play an important role by ensuring that the wider community is aware of any local 
conservation areas and in Clonea Power you in prime territory with the Lower River Suir SAC actually beginning at 
the village bridge! Check out the maps section of www.npws.ie for more details. Your plans for the Sensory and 
biodiversity garden at the back of the Old School sound wonderful. There are lots of helpful guides out there for you 
to refer to in the planning of this. The excellent ‘Gardening for Biodiversity’ booklet by Juanita Browne is freely 
available to download at several local authority websites. Also refer to the TidyTowns Handbook, where each 
category guide has been written by experts in their fields. Also www.pollinators.ie has lots of helpful guides, videos 
and ideas for local communities. These will also be full of inspiration for your Biodiversity Area.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

246

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

36

32

29

23

11

50

25

30

236

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 246

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Mark

Awarded 2022

28/06/2022

 



We had a great view of the Clodiagh form the graveyard. It was great to see the wild plants left to grow at its banks 
as well as the native whitethorn/hawthorn hedge edging the graveyard. All of these are so important for the precious 
river to have a clean bill of health which in turn ensures the protection of the precious freshwater pearl mussels as 
you probably already know. It is fantastic to hear of your collaboration with Portlaw and Rathcormack on an 
awareness-raising project about these fascinating species. Another point worth mentioning here is that Clonea 
Power Tidy Villages can play an important role by ensuring that the wider community is aware of any local 
conservation areas and in Clonea Power you in prime territory with the Lower River Suir SAC actually beginning at 
the village bridge! Check out the maps section of www.npws.ie for more details. Your plans for the Sensory and 
biodiversity garden at the back of the Old School sound wonderful. There are lots of helpful guides out there for you 
to refer to in the planning of this. The excellent ‘Gardening for Biodiversity’ booklet by Juanita Browne is freely 
available to download at several local authority websites. Also refer to the TidyTowns Handbook, where each 
category guide has been written by experts in their fields. Also www.pollinators.ie has lots of helpful guides, videos 
and ideas for local communities. These will also be full of inspiration for your Biodiversity Area.

Well done, your lovely village was litter free on adjudication day. It is great to hear of all the co-ordination and 
co-operation going on in the background to achieve this – wonderful community spirit in action!

We noted your upcycling of old tyres as planters and Christmas tree holder in the village. The idea behind this is 
very sustainably-minded but unfortunately it is no longer recommended as we now know that as tyres degrade over 
time they release highly dangerous polluting particles. Your Local Authority Environmental Awareness Officer will be 
able to help you in relation to ensuring the old tyres are sent for proper recycling. Your point about the lack of 
community consultation in relation to a proposed local renewable energy development is a very important one. We 
are going to need plenty of renewable energy developments but a big part of their success will be collaboration with 
local communities with plenty of examples already existing in many other European countries. The TidyTowns 
Handbook will also have more ideas and guidance for you in this category of the competition. As for many 
biodiversity issues, a lot of this category is about creating awareness of the issues in your locality and making locals 
feel enabled and empowered to make a difference.

The planters in Clodiagh Crive were looking well on adjudication day with plenty of pollinator-friendly plants and the 
green area was covered in gorgeous clovers and buttercups – all so vitally important for Clonea Power’s local 
biodiversity but looking very pretty and keeping us humans happy at the same time! Also we loved the planting on 
the wall opposite the Old School. It added lovely interest for the passing walker as well as food for passing 
pollinators!

Your beautiful red deer stag sculpture looks very impressive sitting in his meadow at the northern approach to 
Clonea Power! You have been busy with planted areas on all your approach roads. We noted that wildflower seeds 
had been sown in a few places. The use of commercial wildflower seed is not recommended as a biodiversity action 
for a number of ecological reasons including the unwitting introduction of species that do not belong to a habitat and 
sometimes areas of valuable grassland habitat can be cleared in order to introduce the said wildflower seeds. The 
All Ireland Pollinator Plan has lots of guidance and information about this topic on its website.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was your adjudicator’s first visit to Clonea Power and it was thoroughly enjoyed. Good luck with all your future 
endeavours. We hope you will have got some helpful advice in this report and lots of encouragement to keep up 
your great work. We look forward dot our next visit!


