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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Thank you for your entry form of 
44 pages, 2 copies of your map – one larger than the other, 3-year plan 2019-2023, Greener Communities 
Workshop – our groups 2022 Action Plan and Emly Tidy Towns Biodiversity Survey. Your organisation name is 
Emly Tidy Towns. Your population is B 201-1,000. Your committee number 26 and volunteers number 16. Since 
March 2022 Emly Tidy Towns are having monthly meetings. You met with the residents associations and discussed 
the plan of action for each area for the coming year. 

You also got support from the GAA, Tennis Club and National School. The Tidy Towns have a work evening every 
Thursday where volunteers and members meet to complete the work programme. Social inclusion is very important 
to your village. You have two special needs individuals involved in parish activities. You have two farmers who 
provide support to the Tidy Towns. You have given us a list of 13 agencies, bodies and businesses who give you 
support. You run a weekly draw which brings in an income to the Tidy Towns of €54 weekly. Also Tidy Towns 
grants/prize money and County Council grants for specific work. 

Yearly you run a garden competition, usually sponsored. This year you plan to run a new competition for residents 
to improve the environment for a prize of €100 for the best project. You communicate through weekly parish 
newsletter, The Nationalist Facebook page, posters, local radio, WhatsApp groups and your Tidy Towns WhatsApp. 
You work closely with St Ailbes National School through your treasurer and a committee member who visits the 
school regularly. Emly Parish Church has a new ramp and grounds. Your community has been attending the 
competition for 34 years.
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The first “Welcome” was set up on a verge surrounded by wildflowers. It is white with black and bilingual and has 
long, black legs. The church looks very well. It is a very impressive building with a lot of architecture in it. It was 
opened in 1883. In the church car park is the “Tidy Towns Emly National Award Winner 2009”. You tell us that a 
new ramp was installed along with new steps to the front door and a new footpath around the church. The total cost 
was €125,000. The church is an officially protected heritage building and the National Heritage Council provided a 
grant of €15,000. 

All unoccupied buildings in the village are painted by Tidy Towns. Unused paints are donated to them. Projects that 
can be included are those that are between 1 July 2021 and 21 May 2022. The Parish Hall is a heritage building and 
former church. It was recently painted by tidy towns volunteers. Planning now to do surveys is too late to meet the 
requirement 20 May 2022. It can be included in the next year. 

The outdoor classroom has been recently completed. Four tables and seats at the grassy end. A new part of the 
school has colourful silhouettes. Plenty of space. Gates painted red. The Creamery stands out in its position on the 
road. A strong red paint plus white draws attraction. It is 1 in the Emly Heritage Trail. It tells us that it served the 
farming community from the early 1900s until 1982.

Well done to the children for making the colourful flower creations (map ref 33) on the walls behind the school using 
recycled corks. The principal of the school retired in January 2022. A tree was planted in the school grounds in 
thanks for her contribution. Glencourt Estate, part of which has been without lights for years past, has at last been 
provided with LED bulbs. A yew tree was planted in the church grounds in memory of all who died during the Covid 
pandemic and in tribute to all who valiantly worked to save lives. The Grotto is clean and tidy.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

358
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Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80

80
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TOTAL MARK 550 358

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

13/06/2022

 



requirement 20 May 2022. It can be included in the next year. 

The outdoor classroom has been recently completed. Four tables and seats at the grassy end. A new part of the 
school has colourful silhouettes. Plenty of space. Gates painted red. The Creamery stands out in its position on the 
road. A strong red paint plus white draws attraction. It is 1 in the Emly Heritage Trail. It tells us that it served the 
farming community from the early 1900s until 1982.

Well done to the children for making the colourful flower creations (map ref 33) on the walls behind the school using 
recycled corks. The principal of the school retired in January 2022. A tree was planted in the school grounds in 
thanks for her contribution. Glencourt Estate, part of which has been without lights for years past, has at last been 
provided with LED bulbs. A yew tree was planted in the church grounds in memory of all who died during the Covid 
pandemic and in tribute to all who valiantly worked to save lives. The Grotto is clean and tidy.

Grass cutting in some of the green areas is reduced to encourage short and long flowering meadows. This benefits 
your pollinator friendly actions, and climate and your carbon footprint. The grass is cut once a year. The cuttings are 
left lie for a few days to allow any seed to drop and then remove it. This allows the wildflowers to bloom throughout 
the pollinator season and also provide undisturbed areas of nesting. Daffodils were planted on the approach road 
from Knocklong, and they gave a great colourful display in the spring. A trailer load of fresh grit was delivered in 
April 2022, and it was put on all the walking areas in the gardens. It was also used to freshen up the area around 
the bottle bank, parish hall, machinery yard and the grotto. 

A community garden has been developed at Glencourt Estate which will provide some vegetables for the residents 
and is a great source of pride for the residents. Wildflowers have been sown behind the raised beds to encourage 
wildlife and sunflower seeds sowed to show solidarity with our Ukraine friends. Inside the entrance to this estate on 
the left, the base of the concrete boundary wall has been planted with flowering blackthorn and currant. 

The bamboo plant was removed from the Four Seasons Garden at the rear of the church, as this is an invasive 
species and was recommended as part of your Biodiversity Action Survey. Your plan is to eradicate the plant 
completely within the next 12 months. More fruit trees and wildflowers have been sown in the Four Seasons 
Garden. The trees include flowering currants, apple trees, gooseberry bushes and blackcurrant bushes.

There are 5 dedicated wildlife areas around the village of Emly – at the back of St Ailbe’s Drive housing estate., at 
the side and rear of Central Garage, at the sewage works, in the Four Seasons Garden at the rear of the church 
grounds and at the rear of the old Creamery. The planting is completed to benefit wildlife and is a very good 
initiative. There is various wildlife seen in these gardens – hedgehogs, badgers, otters, etc. There are a large 
number of bird boxes around the village. You tell us that 90% of your seeds are collected and maintained from last 
year’s plants. Well done. Rainwater is used to water the seedlings. 

You have 2 beehives near the church and selling any surplus honey locally is a very good idea. You carry out nature 
walks with local school groups and visiting groups. We note that you held a workshop with Ballyhoura Development 
in April 2022. 16 different Tidy Towns groups attended. It is a very good idea to meet and share ideas with other 
Tidy Towns groups.

Your annual litter pick took place on Good Friday and was supported by An Taisce National Spring Clean who 
provided bags, gloves, pickers, etc. You segregated the litter and Tipperary County Council collected the litter. Next 
year please let us know how many bags of litter you filled. Painting and tidying the facades of unoccupied buildings 
is a good idea and helps improve the look of the village. The bottle bank was clean and tidy on adjudication day. 

Well done to the residents of Glencourt Estate who have come together with Emly Tidy Towns Association to keep 
the unfinished estate clean, tidy and free from litter. The new garden in the corner of the estate was seen and 
admired. The cemeteries were visited and look clean and tidy. The biodegradable dog fouling bags and bag holder 
is a good initiative. Overall, the village of Emly was clean and tidy.

Your tidy towns group gave water butts to 10 people in the village in 2022 and they collected the rainwater which 
was used for watering the plants in the area. A very good idea. There is also a storage tank at Donie’s corner with a 
tap connection and you use this water to water window boxes around the village. Your experiment with the dahlia 
bed in the church grounds was seen and admired. Using eco friendly weed killer is a good initiative, as is using 
rechargeable battery operated strimmers, hedge cutters and leaf blowers to reduce your carbon emissions. It is 
noted that the spend coffee beans from the coffee machine in Callanan’s shop is used as compost and that they use 
90% biodegradable packaging.

There are 5 different housing estates in Emly. All were visited and admired. St Alibe’s Drive Estate was clean and 
tidy. It is noted that the 2 unused vehicles will be removed shortly. Please send our thanks to the special needs boy 
who waters all the flowers and shrubs in the summer. They were all looking lovely on adjudication day. It is noted 
that the residents of Galtee View Estate have applied to the County Council to get the back entrances to their 
houses resurfaced. This can be adjudicated next year. The Health Centre in the estate looked well. The dry-stone 
wall in Gort na Manach will be adjudicated next year when it has been fully rebuilt and restored. The estate looked 
neat and tidy. The Forge Close is small but look lovely on adjudication day. Glencourt is an unfinished housing 
estate. You have developed a good relationship with the residents who are living in this unfinished estate and 
together you have worked to create a new garden with raised beds for vegetables and flowers. Keep up the good 
work. All business owners look after their own premises and were looking well.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



who waters all the flowers and shrubs in the summer. They were all looking lovely on adjudication day. It is noted 
that the residents of Galtee View Estate have applied to the County Council to get the back entrances to their 
houses resurfaced. This can be adjudicated next year. The Health Centre in the estate looked well. The dry-stone 
wall in Gort na Manach will be adjudicated next year when it has been fully rebuilt and restored. The estate looked 
neat and tidy. The Forge Close is small but look lovely on adjudication day. Glencourt is an unfinished housing 
estate. You have developed a good relationship with the residents who are living in this unfinished estate and 
together you have worked to create a new garden with raised beds for vegetables and flowers. Keep up the good 
work. All business owners look after their own premises and were looking well.

It is noted that the Emly Tidy Towns Association has been unsuccessful in its applications under the Village 
Renewal Scheme. We wish you luck on your new submission and hopefully you will succeed in receiving funding to 
resurface footpaths, streets and roads. All signposts and field gates in the village looked clean. Cutting the 
hedgerows in rotation and not every year is a good initiative.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Thank you for this opportunity to adjudicate Emly. I wish you well in the future.


