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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
Thank you for the well completed entry form and the supplementary material including the addendum to the form 
and the excellent hand drawn map of the village.
The Sustainable Development Goals are at the heart of the United Nation’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.
These goals address the global challenges we face re  key environmental issues.
Tidy Towns has adopted these goals and has integrated these into the competition which now asks participating 
groups to demonstrate which goals their projects and actions help to meet.
The committee of 4 and the additional volunteer core of 14 is ideal number to look after the well being of the village 
an carry out planned work activities.
You have a good working relationship with a cross section of other community groups plus Tipperary County 
Council,Pobal and TUS via the CE scheme.
Methods of communication are a mix of the standard news letter couple with the various forms of social media.
Whats App is now one of the go too methods to organise meetings and events quickly.
Tried to access a Facebook Page for Cloughjordan Tidy Towns but there doesn’t seem to be one.
Well done on the one the one contact with residents of the housing ares of the village- word of mouth still the best 
way to communicate.
Your comment on the situation with the local school has been noted so next years adjudicator will be able to 
evaluate progress.
The projects that you have mentioned will be dealt with under relevant section.
The community garden was visited and is in need of a little revitalization.
Well done on the continuous 14 years of involvement in the Competition.
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Dereliction and long term unoccupancy of premises is not just a problem for Cloughjordan it’s a nationwide one.
There has been plenty of debate around the issue over the last few years and it’s a difficult one to solve and 
something that local voluntary groups have very little control over.
All one can do is engage with owners of these properties and try to influence them to upgrade properties in some 
format.
To be honest the problem in Cloughjordan is not on the scale of some other similar sized places that this adjudicator 
has seen over the year.
The results of the village enhancement scheme were noticed during a walkabout of the village and its extremities as 
many premises were freshly painted.
Once again the importance of the CE Scheme is seen at its best so well done to the personnel involved.
The new signs, which were a result of local cooperation, to the local amenities were noted and are very attractive.
The following are a few personal observations made by the adjudicator.
Public buildings Community Centre and the Library that houses the Thomas McDonagh Museum were in good 
condition.
The Jordan stone was admired but this was mentioned in last year's report as was the proposal for the interim 
crèche.
The adjudicator was interested in the history of Cloughjordan Railway as depicted on the excellent information panel 
at the station parking area.
One liked the adoption notice as an example of local cooperation
It seems that services at the station are restricted because of some ongoing work.
The National School on the outskirts of the Village was well presented but some of the road markings at the school 
were faded and need re stenciling,
The Kilruane McDonagh Grounds, a long time in existence, were well maintained and there was plenty of activity on 
the evening in question.
The Memorial Park was mentioned in the first category and it is an excellent amenity but just needs a little 
upgrading which looks as if is on the cards
McDonagh House was noted for its historical significance being the birthplace of Thomas McDonagh.
There are churches of different denominations and all were presented very well and their significant association with 
Cloughjordan was noted.
St Michaels National School near McDonagh Avenue was well maintained and credit is due to those who are 
responsible for its upkeep.
The following commercial properties were admired for nicely presented premises and tidy frontages.
Graces Bar and Snug, Bookshop which offered coffee and outdoor seating, The Clough Inn and O Muruchus as well 
as Studio Design which had a nice colour scheme
The adjudicator noted that the information panel giving the history of the Talbot Expedition needs to be cleaned.
The Ecovillage was also visited it offers a sustainable way of living and it looks as if many of the housing units are 
occupied permanently.
Overall the standard was good and merits an increase in marks.
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The results of the village enhancement scheme were noticed during a walkabout of the village and its extremities as 
many premises were freshly painted.
Once again the importance of the CE Scheme is seen at its best so well done to the personnel involved.
The new signs, which were a result of local cooperation, to the local amenities were noted and are very attractive.
The following are a few personal observations made by the adjudicator.
Public buildings Community Centre and the Library that houses the Thomas McDonagh Museum were in good 
condition.
The Jordan stone was admired but this was mentioned in last year's report as was the proposal for the interim 
crèche.
The adjudicator was interested in the history of Cloughjordan Railway as depicted on the excellent information panel 
at the station parking area.
One liked the adoption notice as an example of local cooperation
It seems that services at the station are restricted because of some ongoing work.
The National School on the outskirts of the Village was well presented but some of the road markings at the school 
were faded and need re stenciling,
The Kilruane McDonagh Grounds, a long time in existence, were well maintained and there was plenty of activity on 
the evening in question.
The Memorial Park was mentioned in the first category and it is an excellent amenity but just needs a little 
upgrading which looks as if is on the cards
McDonagh House was noted for its historical significance being the birthplace of Thomas McDonagh.
There are churches of different denominations and all were presented very well and their significant association with 
Cloughjordan was noted.
St Michaels National School near McDonagh Avenue was well maintained and credit is due to those who are 
responsible for its upkeep.
The following commercial properties were admired for nicely presented premises and tidy frontages.
Graces Bar and Snug, Bookshop which offered coffee and outdoor seating, The Clough Inn and O Muruchus as well 
as Studio Design which had a nice colour scheme
The adjudicator noted that the information panel giving the history of the Talbot Expedition needs to be cleaned.
The Ecovillage was also visited it offers a sustainable way of living and it looks as if many of the housing units are 
occupied permanently.
Overall the standard was good and merits an increase in marks.

The adjudicator already has mentioned Thomas McDonagh Park and the need for a revitalization that would also 
look at the planting arrangements some of which are becoming a little jaded.
It would be worthwhile to get in touch with Tipperary County Council landscaping section, if one exists, to seek 
advice on possible upgrading of the Park.
The 2019 report mentioned that some of the areas of the park needed attention and, to be honest, it looked as if 
very little had been done to improve them in the intervening period.
At least the election poster has been removed.
There were some very nice planting arrangements viewed in the central area of the village as well as some very fine 
private gardens one in particular that had an abundance of roses and annuals such as antirrhinums 
Overall the village seemed to lack a bit of vibrancy that could be achieved with landscaping planning 
The role of landscaping in towns and villages is to provide year-round seasonal interest in form, colour, and texture 
through the planting of hedges, shrubs, and trees.
Also, it is meant to offer enhancement to the built environment.
The adjudicator felt that even the adding of some more stand alone planters that would contain suitable shrubs and 
perennials would be of benefit.
Other green spaces could be exploited a bit better in terms of landscaping
You may have in your midst someone with the necessary landscaping or horticultural background who could give 
advice and liaise with the relevant section of Tipperary County Council to progress the idea of doing an overview 
report on the landscaping needs of the village.
One is aware of course that this is a long term project and should be part of a 3-year plan.

Key to this category is knowing what habitats exist in your area and where they are and also being aware of the type 
of protected areas as well the law and biodiversity.
Some very pertinent projects have been undertaken in this category and your input notes outline these in great 
detail.
There is no need for the adjudicator to repeat all these back to you suffice to say that you as a committee have 
embraced this category.
The interaction with the Ecovillage has been noted and Eco tours are run regularly as well as providing an 
opportunity to walk the circular walk which has biodiversity information panels on the route
There are many varied ongoing works and future proposals outlined in your entry  but the one thing that immediately 
comes to mind is that there has been no involvement with both National Schools in this important category
Now that we are back to somewhat more normal times this coming term would be an ideal time to engage with the 
schools to get them involved in a biodiversity project.
A member of the committee should be given the task to set the wheels in motion.
In tandem with this contact should be made with County Biodiversity Officer or Heritage Officer to see if any County 
Biodiversity events are being organised for the winter period that would involve interaction with other Tidy Towns 
Groups
For further practical information on biodiversity matters and updates on the All Ireland, Pollinator Plan consult 
www.biodiversityireland.ie

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



Groups
For further practical information on biodiversity matters and updates on the All Ireland, Pollinator Plan consult 
www.biodiversityireland.ie

The adjudicator thought the village was clean and tidy in an overall context ,
There was very little litter noted on the day in question and bins were positioned at focal points in the centre area.
Well done on requesting dog litter dispensers from Tipperay County Council and for addressing the problem of 
dumping behind the old youth club.
You are to be commended for the restoration of the community garden in conjunction with the CE scheme workers 
and of course this will make a contribution towards the Landscping and Green Spaces category as well.
As the area around Cloughjordan is a rural farming area there was some residue of farm related activity –high 
season for haymaking and silage-in the village but this only temporary.
One cannot leave the section without making a positive comment on the efforts of local residents who have made 
sure that their respective properties and front areas were litter free.
Good  to note also that you are going to get the children of both National Schools involved in your activities from the 
start of the school year.

The objective in this category has moved on from one of reduce reuse and recycle to one of promoting the concept 
of reducing the production of potential waste at the source 
“Doing more with less” is no longer just a slogan it’s a necessity if  we are to reduce our environmental impact
This category has been evolving in keeping with current EU and government policy as well as ‘best practice 
guidelines. It encapsulates how we try to minimize our use of all resources within the community.
It is a broad category so you may be surprised at how many of your existing community initiatives are relevant
You have listed some projects in this category, some of which are particular to your community but others are 
similar to those observed in many other centres around the country,
You have attained a high mark in this category in 2019  compared to other entrants in the last two years and this will 
be retained but some new projects, maybe in collaboration with the Ecovillage, should be considered for next year's 
entry.
To get more out of this sector in terms of creating even greater awareness of a more sustainable environment 
consider looking at the following websites for idea generation
www.localprevention.ie ,www.greenhomes.ie and www.sustainableprocessing.ie 
Also, consult the excellent section in the Tidy Towns Handbook on Sustainability for a raft of good ideas as well as 
links to relevant websites 
The Bring Bank Recycling facility in the village was well managed and free.

The adjudicator visited  the housing developments in the village Lismullin and Transfield on the Toomevara 
Moneygall end of the village, St Kierans Close near the Memorial Park, the large McDonagh Avenue at Lower Main 
Street and the Coachyard in the centre of the village
The homesteads in these areas bar the few exceptions as one gets in every village and town were presented to a 
good standard.
Communal spaces were well managed in these developments as well and there was no evidence that this 
adjudicator could see at any rate of graffiti or items strewn around or abandoned
Well done to the residents for having a pride of place and the interaction that the committee has with each area has 
had positive results.
The reduction of grass cutting seems to be the norm in most communities taking cognisance of the need for the 
preservation of various species of wildlife.
An increase of 3 marks is warranted

The standard of presentation overall was very good with the basics of good management of verges and hedgerows 
being adhered to.
The entrance from Moneygall Toomevara which took in the Railway station had a relatively new section of footpath 
in by the National School which allowed for safer walking for the children and adults,
The name sign here is in danger of becoming obscured by plant growth.
The entrance from Shinrone was very impressive and a planning notice sign for further development was observed 
at what could be termed the “back” entrance into the Ecovillage.
A few side areas in the core of the village were a little weedy but overall the standard was as previously stated very 
good.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Cloughjordan for the first time except for passing through on the train.
It is a very historical village with links to Thomas McDonagh and the Talbot Expedition.
The community is doing excellent work in encouraging the local community to foster a Pride of Place and it is paying 
off.




