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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. 
 Thank you the completed entry for which as very detailed,the inclusion of photographic records and the excellent 
map which allowed the adjudicator,this was his first visit to this part of North Tipperary,to identify places of interest 
easily. 
The Sustainable Development Goals are at the heart of the United Nation’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.
These goals address the global challenges we face in relation to key environmental issues.
Tidy Towns has adopted these goals and has integrated them into the competition fully, requesting groups to 
demonstrate how SDGs are impacting on their activities under the respective categories.
First off heartiest congratulations on achieving the runner up position in your  category section of Pride of Place.
This is no mean achievement for a place that has a very small population so well done to all involved in preparing 
the entry for that competition.
On a very pleasant summers weekend day the adjudicator thought Ballysloe was a haven of tranquility.
The Sensory Garden is a wonderful space and a credit to the people in the community who had the foresight to 
initiate and bring the project to fruition
Small complaint the gate was locked and bolted at the bottom from the inside and there were a few other transit 
travellers that stopped to see it .
You have included an immense amount of detail in your submission, this shows enthusiasm but the adjudicator was 
not in a position to comment on all and there is very little to be gained form repeating stuff back to you.
To say that you have a very active committee of 12 and a further 3 volunteers would be an understatement.
Some excellent examples of fundraising activities have been recorded and thank you for the bulleted point list all 
activities that you have been involved in.
The list of supporters is impressive and it includes people with different skills such as horticulture that give practical 
support when needed.
Interaction with Tipperary County Council and other relevant agencies.
You have strong links with Ballysloe National School,on the Mullinahone road,vial the Principal and the school 
children are included in a multitude of your activities
5 years is a short time in the competition and your progress to be honest has not been reflected in the marks 
received to date.
An additional 3  marks is awarded for the manner in which you have charted  and recorded your progress and the 
plans that you have in place for the years ahead.
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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11/07/2022

 



The adjudicator was very impressed with the plans for the future that you have listed n this category and as you 
rightly state to bring these to fruition would be a very big undertaking for a small community of 47 people.
The two derelict buildings on opposite sides of the road on the Killenaule side of the R689 are totally out of context 
with the rest of the village but as you say these things are outside the control of a voluntary committee.
Good to note that a house that is a danger to road users is going to be demolished at least.
The side area of the unused pub was very untidy and there is another issue that is not for comment in this document 
that was of concern to the adjudicator.
Well done to the owners of the restored house opposite beside the old shop as it looked very well on what was a 
fine summer's day.
Hogans Bar and parking area were very well presented and the sound of a few patrons having a lively sporting 
conversation about the state of Tipp hurling and who would prevail in the final the following Sunday wafted through 
the open door.
It was a throwback to a different era.
The National School is a lovely well maintained upgraded rural school with nice grounds and a little area given over 
to wildflowers.
The shop and petrol pumps look as if they are no longer serving the community and this is more the pity but 
unfortunately it's becoming more commonplace in small villages these days.
The sensory garden is the focal point of the village and has already been mentioned in the previous category.
The Heath Centre or given its old title “the Dispensary” was clean and looked as if it was recently painted and had 
accessibility for people with mobility issues.
The little murals on the wall added a nice touch.
The excellent information panel in the centre of the village was admired for its design and historical content.
Out the Mullinahone road  the adjudicator came across an idyllic scene a vast field of corn 
Road surfaces were good but traversing them by foot could prove a bit dodgy.
Overall the standard was good and merits an increase of 2 marks.

The adjudicator was enthralled by the descriptive manner in which you have outlined the work that you have done in 
Green Spaces & Landscaping.
The green area in the centre of the village is just an oasis of calm and an example of how effective a proper planting 
plan can work.
It was a very nice place just to relax and have a flask of tea and a sandwich.
Well done to all who have been involved in creating these excellent arrangements in such a small village.
The story of how the sensory garden evolved is more than interesting and again well done to those within your 
community and others who contributed.
The adjudicator has not seen anything like this in the years he has been adjudicating – some achievement.
This is a visitor attraction and should be promoted as such through the local tourism agency or North Tipperary 
Development Company.
Keep the gate open.
Green areas as one enters the village from both sides of the R689 and from Mullinahone were very well maintained 
and cut by good practice for the preservation of wildlife.
The shrubs and saplings on the verge in from Mullinahone were protected by bollards.
Overall the standard was very good and merits an increase of 2 marks.

The key to this category is knowing what habitats exist in your area and where they are
It is also good to know the types of protected areas such as Natural Heritage Areas and Special Areas of 
Conservation
You must be aware of the most important legislation that is in place to protect wildlife and habitats. 
The best intentioned group might unknowingly breach wildlife law while undertaking a project so it is vital to know 
the basics. 
The Wildlife Act was first introduced in 1976.
One presumes that you have made yourself familiar with the above before embarking on the many projects that you 
have included in this category.
What you have included is very contributory to the preservation and promotion of various species of wildlife in the 
area.
As an aside the soil that was donated from the local soccer club probably was once played on by one of Gortnahoes 
most famous sons.
Overall the standard is worthy of a marked increase.
Do keep in touch with the County Biodiversity Officer for updates and possible workshops that might be planned for 
the county now that we are living with Covid instead of stalling life because of it.
www.biodiversityireland.ie for updates on the status of the All Ireland Pollinator Plan

Doing more with less” is no longer a catchy slogan it is an actual need if we as communities  are to reduce our 
environmental impact 
This category has been evolving in keeping with current EU and government policy as well as ‘best practice’ 
guidelines. It encapsulates how we try to minimize our use of all resources within the community
 It is a broad category so you may be surprised at how many of your existing community initiatives are relevant.
The list that you have submitted is very much in keeping with the above sentence.
Starting a book-sharing club, making ornaments from recycled timber, and the excellent way that you re installed the 
dining room table and dresser are contributory practical measures.
You are deserving of another mark increase and for further information consult the relevant section of the Tidy 
Towns Handbook where you can get a raft of pertinent information and links to websites.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



The adjudicator has to say that on the day the standard of litter control and general tidiness was top class.
One wrapper and one plastic bottle were discovered on the road to Gornahoe and these were probably dispatched 
from a passing car.
I've kept the photographic evidence as I know you pride yourselves on keeping the village litter free
Everyone in the community has bought into the message of anti litter that you have promoted through word of 
mouth, social media, and most importantly by positive action.
Good to note that the children are very much involved in your litter picks and this will stand them in good stead in 
adolescent and adult life,
As you rightly state it will also equip them to treat our environment with respect and ensure that they are aware of 
the need to do more with less to reduce the environmental impact
There is no mention of dog fouling but it is probably not a problem in Ballysloe.
General tidiness was very good and has been covered by comments in other categories.
The Bring Bank is located in an ideal location and it was maintained in a top class fashion with easy access.

guidelines. It encapsulates how we try to minimize our use of all resources within the community
 It is a broad category so you may be surprised at how many of your existing community initiatives are relevant.
The list that you have submitted is very much in keeping with the above sentence.
Starting a book-sharing club, making ornaments from recycled timber, and the excellent way that you re installed the 
dining room table and dresser are contributory practical measures.
You are deserving of another mark increase and for further information consult the relevant section of the Tidy 
Towns Handbook where you can get a raft of pertinent information and links to websites.

The housing estate in the village on the Killenaule side of the village was very well maintained and all homeowners 
deserve immense credit for presenting properties and gardens in such an explemary fashion.
You have acknowledged this and also the fact that you have great residents in your idyllic rural village.
The Cool Tavern is no longer cool! and it has been commented upon in another category as has the old house 
across the road
It is noted that Hogans are planning a new car park but the existing facility is very tidy 
All the other properties, whilst part of this category, have been dealt with under other headings.
Overall one could not find fault with anything that you have submitted judging by what the adjudicator observed 
during his walkabout.

The approach roads were maintained to a very high standard and need very little in depth comment.
The basic of good management of verges was adhered making provision for the nesting season.
The road in from New Birmingham/Killenaule  was very inviting with a nice new feature and summer flowers in 
place.
The name sign in the stone bed on the entrance from Gortnahoe on the R689 was slightly obscured by overgrowth 
of tree,
The connecting road from Mullinahone was very inviting on the right a field of corn on the left shrubs on a bollard 
protected green verge.
The road stop sign here at the village junction was little faded

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was the adjudicator's first time visiting the small rural village of Ballysloe and it was more than a pleasant 
surprise.
It was a peaceful place where one could just relax and take time out.
The commitment and enthusiasm of the committee are evident in your entry form.
You are wished well in the years ahead.


