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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
 Thank you for the completed entry form and the excellent map which proved invaluable to the adjudicator in finding 
areas of interest in the village and its surrounds
The Sustainable Development Goals are at the heart of the United Nation’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.
In 2021, Tidy Towns has adopted these goals and has integrated these into the competition which now asks 
participating groups to demonstrate which goals their projects and actions help to meet.
It is noted that you have a committee of 10 and an additional core of 15 volunteers which is more than sufficient for 
a small rural village.
The committee certainly has worked hard over the last year to get back on track and get practical tasks done 
post-Covid.
Your monthly meeting structure is ideal and it is good to note that you have some subcommittees that are given 
specific targeted tasks.
Well done on your efforts to encourage more local involvement in your activities and also the welcoming hand that is 
extended to new people who have made their home in the parish.
Methods of communication are very acceptable and What's App Groups seem to be the go-to way to get the 
message out there for many groups across the country.
Ballinderry has an excellent Facebook page that contains local news about the village and the organizations within.
Well done to the committee for involving the 3 national schools in your immediate catchment area and getting the 
school children involved in a number of your key projects.
Credit to the teachers from these schools for facilitating this type of involvement.
Support from the following Tipperary Co. Co. ORIS Grant and Ballyfinboy River Support Funding; LAWPRO (Local 
Authorities Water Program), Tipperary Leader Programme, and Community Foundation for Ireland  was forthcoming 
for the specific projects that you have mentioned in the entry form
Terryglass Kilbarron Historical Society is a very active society in the area and it was observed by the adjudicator 
that a talk on Irelands Neutrality was given by Sen Tom Cloonan in Terryglass Hall
 Thanks for the update on the major project in the area the completion of the walk on the banks of the Ballinfoy 
River was a major undertaking and will be a new walking route to be enjoyed by locals and visitors alike
Ballinderry has been entering the competition for neigh on 40 years and you are to be congratulated on achieving 
this milestone.
Thank you for your positive endorsement of the competition and what it means to the area.
An increase of 1 mark is warranted.
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The adjudicator first off decided to note and visit all the new projects listed in your entry form under this category.
The completed figure 8 walk was visited and indeed it is a great addition for walkers and those who want to take a 
ramble and appreciate the beauty of your rural countryside.
Full marks to all involved in this project as it took a lot of planning and physical toil to bring it to fruition.
The widening of the roads has allowed safer passage for all.
One looks forward to the new signage when a more leisurely visit is on the cards.
Thank you for the update on the Mouse House Bridge built in 1776 and one of the oldest toll bridges in Europe.
The adjudicator decided to look up why it was called the Mouse House Bridge and it was quite interesting to note 
how tolls were collected back in that era. 
The following are some general observations within the category guidelines that were made during the adjudication 
walkabout.
The timber information notice board on the history “Barracks” was for an outsider a little hard to read.
Could consideration be given to have it upgraded as it is factually interesting?
Elsie Hogans Bar's frontage is synonymous with Ballinderry and an example of local rural premises of its time.
Unfortunately, it is not in the same condition as when this adjudicator last visited Ballinderry some years back.
On a positive note, it’s good to note that the hostelry and food establishment is doing well.
There are some very fine private residences in the village one particular with extensive adjoining outbuildings that 
had a Sale Agreed sign on the wall.
It’s a pity to see another former hostelry closed and again this is an extensive premises in the core area of the 
village.
The Village Pump and nice stone surround look well on the day.
Stone walls are a feature and these were for the most part well maintained,
Both speed and directional signs were clean and visible.
Overall the standard under this category deserves an additional mark.

There are a number of core objectives that define this category namely the role of landscaping and the appropriate 
selection and siting of trees,hedges,shrubs and flowers for year round effect.
Coupled with these is the proper siting of standalone planters at focal points in a village or town and how they can 
enhance the built environment in different ways.
Naturally the needs of large towns and rural villages such as Ballinderry are very different but the principles under 
the guidelines of this category are very similar
As a committee you have done a lot of good work over the last year and the areas mentioned were all visited by the 
adjudicator.
The entrance into the village from Terryglass was very much enhanced by the open colourful border.
A nice free flowing arrangement, primarily campanula, on the stone wall at the entrance to the Caravan park caught 
the eye.
The further enrichment of the picnic area by the addition of two new  beds and the provision of a new bench is 
welcomed and as you state there is a practical element to it as well.
This will be a place where walkers can rest up, do a few stretches, and go on their way after this bit of respite.
The wildflowers at the Village Pump were admired but the adjudicator feels that two half barrel planters populated 
with annuals and pollinator friendly bidens would make that area more attractive.
On the day of adjudication there was a blue box to seen under the seat and it wasn’t until fully reading the entry 
form that the adjudicator realised that it had a perfunctory role.
May I suggest that you would consider upgrading to a wooden box that would fit in with the rural environment.
Not sure if there is a local Men's Shed but if there is that might be your first port of call and of course you probably 
have somebody with the proper skill in your committee.
Well done on taking into account SDG  3, 10 (social inclusion) 13 and 15.
Credit to those who supplied seeds for sowing and also to your commitment to follow good practice and be 
conscious of the need for pollinator friendly planting.
Some of the remainder of your entry crosses over into the next category.
Overall this is a category that quite a lot of creative work in terms of wild flowering and prudent planting has taken 
place over the last year.
Your efforts merit an increase of two marks.
Just one final comment there are one or two planting arrangements that looked a little starved, weather has been a 
bit dry, and maybe a committee member could do an overall check on these public planting arrangements.

The main objectives of the category are as -Knowing and Understanding Nature and Biodiversity in one’s area, 
being aware of  Habitats and different Species, and conveying this to the local community in an effective manner
Of course, it’s also important to be familiar with the types of protected areas.
Judging by your submission it’s very obvious that you have a deep understanding of the above.
Over the past year, a huge effort has been made to promote and embrace Biodiversity in your community. 
Well done on your efforts to encourage native tree planting and the purchase of those trees from Trees on the Land.
The donation of 1000 bulbs was a generous gesture from both Tipperary County Council and a private donor.
The promotion of wildflower planting is also a welcome development and in time the community will see the benefits 
of this approach
 You are to be commended for being successful in getting grant aid from the Community Foundation for Ireland to 
employ an ecologist to develop a Community Biodiversity Plan.
As you have outlined this will involve interaction with some relevant stakeholders including the local authority and 
others within your community
The adjudicator notes your agreement with homeowners to engage in reduce mowing to allow for the promotion and 
preservation of biodiversity
The bird boxes strategically placed around the village were observed on the adjudication walkabout.
For the work, you have undertaken in the last year and the planned 3 year plan an increase marks in awarded.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



 You are to be commended for being successful in getting grant aid from the Community Foundation for Ireland to 
employ an ecologist to develop a Community Biodiversity Plan.
As you have outlined this will involve interaction with some relevant stakeholders including the local authority and 
others within your community
The adjudicator notes your agreement with homeowners to engage in reduce mowing to allow for the promotion and 
preservation of biodiversity
The bird boxes strategically placed around the village were observed on the adjudication walkabout.
For the work, you have undertaken in the last year and the planned 3 year plan an increase marks in awarded.

The Village has a distinct advantage over many other places, some of similar size, in that excessive traffic is not a 
problem
There is certainly not very much wrong with the village in the context of litter control or general tidiness except for a 
few pieces of litter seen on the outskirts the village was virtually litter-free.
The voluntary effort to control litter during the restrictive period that was Covid has continued as outlined in your 
input in this category.
Well done to the wider community for contributing to this effort by ensuring that areas near private homesteads were 
kept tidy and clean.
Thank you for acknowledging the work of the 2 Community Employment workers.
Also well done on distributing pickers and bags received from Tipperary County Council to local householders.
All directional and speed signs were clean and visible on the day.

The purpose of this category is now very much about promoting the concept of reducing the production of waste at 
the source.
The category is also about understanding the importance of sustainable resource management.
This category is also very much part of the Sustainable Development Goals as a blueprint to achieve a better and 
more sustainable future for all.
It also introduces communities to the Circular Economy which promotes the elimination of waste through renewal, 
reuse, and repair.
The projects that you have mentioned fall within the ethos of the above but similar projects have been replicated in 
other centres around the country.
To get more out of this sector in terms of creating even greater awareness of all things that contribute to a more 
sustainable environment consider looking at the following websites for idea generation
www. local prevention.ie, www. sustainable processing.ie www. mywaste.ie www.greenhome.ie 
www.greenschools.ie and www.epa.ie
It is also a category that a group can gain additional marks with the addition of some mini projects.

A fine input under the guidelines of this category that is simple and straightforward.
Your communication with the County Council about the specific derelict site has been noted and it is good that there 
has been a positive solution.
The adjudicator observed the improvements during the walkabout.
Good to see that you have been involved in getting electricity into Elsie Hogan’s Car Park which will be of benefit 
when holding nighttime events in the village.
The cottage at the of the above garden was admired and again top marks for your efforts in keeping it in good 
condition, particularly during Covid times.
Private dwellings, boundary walls, fences, and open spaces were presented to a very acceptable standard.
Well done to all individual homestead owners for how they have presented properties and adjacent areas.
When the erection of stone signs at the entrances to the village will add to the attractiveness of Ballinderry.

The widening of the approach road from Kilbarron has made a big difference, especially for walkers accessing the 
figure 9 Loop Walk
The entrance from Borrisokane was well presented and that junction has greatly improved because of the 
resurfacing which was done earlier in the year.
Both entrances on the  R493 from Puckaun and Terryglass were in good condition with verges cut back in line with 
good practice and the relevant signage clean and visible
The Coolbawn road which also has been resurfaced was also presented to a good standard.
Overall the standard was good and an increase in marks is merited.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was good to visit the idyllic village  Ballinderry after many years absence.
The committee is to be commended for its hard work and for getting the local community to support your activities.
Thank you also for the excellent collage of pictures depicting the work undertaken.




