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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
Thank you for the completed entry form complete with map and pictorial records of places of interest and of work 
activities done over the last year.
The Sustainable Development Goals are at the heart of the United Nation’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.
These goals address the global challenges we face and Tidy Towns has adopted these goals and  integrated them 
into the competition asking participating groups to demonstrate which goals their projects and actions help to meet 
their requirements.
Thank you for embracing the SDG programme as reflected in this entry form
It was noted that the Committee of 10 had limited meetings over the last year but this will no doubt change now that 
we are back to some form of normality.
It is good to note that you can rely on volunteer support of 6 local residents to help you with different tasks.
Your methods of communication are a mix of the tried and trusted combined with the new platforms that social 
media offer.
The adjudicator noted that your Facebook presence is under the auspices of the Ballinahinch Killoscully Parish 
which contains up to date parish  information but nothing specific related to Tidy Towns.
Ballinahinch NS is a very progressive school and serves 2 other centres as well as Ballinahinch.
Some excellent work on biodiversity has been done by the pupils over the last few years and the school children 
and their superb teachers are to be commended.
You have been entering the competition for 19 years and this takes quite a lot commitment from all sectors of the 
community.
Now that you are back in full action maybe the committee could give consideration to putting together a simple 3 
year plan which will focus on specific goals.
As you have a good relationship with both Tipperary County Council and the North Tipperary Development 
Company you should contact the relevant personnel in both organisations to help you draw up a development.
Thank you for the positive endorsement of the competition.
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The following are comments and observations made during the time spent traversing the village that refer to this 
category.
The adjudicator was impressed by the wonderful St Joseph Parish church built in 1878 which was very well 
presented and maintained.
One noted from the entry form that a conservation architect is overseeing repairs that includes cleaning of the 
external stonework.
Well done on your involvement with another public building the local community hall.
This is a fine amenity that has wheelchair access and that would be the envy of many larger villages and towns 
around the country.
Facilities such as the provision of a new projector for conferencing and other social type events are top class and 
hopefully, the new BCP point will prove to be the stimulus to create new projects that would allow local people to be 
able to work remotely in a hub situation.
Credit to all community residents who give their time to clean and tidy the centre.
The newly tarmacked car parking area was noted.
A for sale sign was seen on probably the most famous building in the Village An Bonnán Buí so hopefully, this 
doesn’t mean that the establishment ceases trading as a hostelry.
The immediate areas back and front were all presented to an acceptable standard.
The information board across the road had a compilation of local information with a detailed OSI map for the benefit 
of visitors, particularly walkers.
Some agricultural artifacts were dotted around the village.
The new graveyard was nicely presented and again credit to the parish volunteers who look after its upkeep.
A feature of the village is the number of well constructed stone walls a section of which has the post box embedded 
in it.
Finally one cannot leave the village without referring to the local National School which had its green flag flying 
proudly.
The school has an input into 3 parishes and the creative work of the pupils was  seen in  nearby Killosculley and 
Shallee Cross
Road surfaces and signage were in good condition and the case of the latter clean and vi
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presented and maintained.
One noted from the entry form that a conservation architect is overseeing repairs that includes cleaning of the 
external stonework.
Well done on your involvement with another public building the local community hall.
This is a fine amenity that has wheelchair access and that would be the envy of many larger villages and towns 
around the country.
Facilities such as the provision of a new projector for conferencing and other social type events are top class and 
hopefully, the new BCP point will prove to be the stimulus to create new projects that would allow local people to be 
able to work remotely in a hub situation.
Credit to all community residents who give their time to clean and tidy the centre.
The newly tarmacked car parking area was noted.
A for sale sign was seen on probably the most famous building in the Village An Bonnán Buí so hopefully, this 
doesn’t mean that the establishment ceases trading as a hostelry.
The immediate areas back and front were all presented to an acceptable standard.
The information board across the road had a compilation of local information with a detailed OSI map for the benefit 
of visitors, particularly walkers.
Some agricultural artifacts were dotted around the village.
The new graveyard was nicely presented and again credit to the parish volunteers who look after its upkeep.
A feature of the village is the number of well constructed stone walls a section of which has the post box embedded 
in it.
Finally one cannot leave the village without referring to the local National School which had its green flag flying 
proudly.
The school has an input into 3 parishes and the creative work of the pupils was  seen in  nearby Killosculley and 
Shallee Cross
Road surfaces and signage were in good condition and the case of the latter clean and vi

There has been an amount of work done in this category over the last year when the committee members got a bit 
of a breather after the restrictive period of Covid.
Jimmy Corner at Grawn Bridge was admired and the extensive work outlined in your entry form has meant that this 
is an ideal community space to be appreciated.
You are to be commended for the transformation planning and the hard work that made this area what is a tranquil 
space in a small rural village.
Thank you for the pictorial records taken during the work period
The planting of wildflowers and the provision of a bee hotel made has further enhanced Jimmy Corner and are also 
a contribution to the pollinating effort as espoused in the All Ireland Pollinator Plan.
Planting of native species trees such as hazel and holly is always welcome in rural villages like Ballinahinch.
The donation of sycamore saplings to the school children of Ballinahinch NS was a very kind and practical gesture.
Wildflowers have also been planted at the historic graveyard and new footpaths have been added at the new 
graveyard with additional new landscaping to complete the project.
Overall the standard was very good and deserving of an additional mark.

The key components of this category are knowledge of local species, their habitats, and all locally designated areas.
It is important also to be aware of the legislation around biodiversity before embarking on project work
Being aware of invasive and possible destructive plants such as Japanese knotweed is also essential.
Then it is up to committees to be able to communicate the importance of biodiversity to the local community and 
through the schools
Ballinahinch Tidy Towns committee has embraced the principles stated above with gusto and no little thought and 
action.
The completion of the first phase of the loop walk has been such a bonus to the local people and as you say a place 
to clear the mind during the restrictive period of Covid.
The adjudicator had a short sample walk of this new amenity and will return at a later time to combine it with other 
Sliabh Felim walks

Cúinne Glas is another wonderful addition to the village and there are so many facets to it but the bird house and 
the  bug mansion appealed most to this adjudicator – still a child at heart
This is a lovely retreat area that is well managed by volunteer members and by the children from the local school.
The adjudicator has noted the other elements that are mentioned in this category such as the planting of native tree 
species at specific locations as well as sowing wildflowers to help biodiversity and as a contributor to pollination.
Well done to the children and teachers of the  National Schools on their continued involvement in biodiversity 
preservation in the immediate area.
Good to note that the school children are getting good support from a number of your members, including a former 
teacher, who has worked on some mini projects with them.
For the continuance of advice get on to the county wildlife ranger or equivalent as well as access 
www.biodiversityireland.ie for information on the Pollinator Plan and other biodiversity talks or seminars that may be 
in the offing.

This category has been evolving in keeping with current EU and government policy as well as ‘best practice 
guidelines. It encapsulates how we try to minimize our use of all resources within the community so that we reduce 
our environmental impact. It is a broad category so you may be surprised at how many of your existing community 
initiatives are relevant.
Doing more with less” is an apt slogan that will be more in the public domain over the coming years.
The list of projects that you have entered in the application form is very much in keeping with the ethos of the sector.
Much of what you have included has been replicated in other centres around the country but the adjudicator notes 
that you have one or two that are very relevant.
The planting of Irish ash trees is very welcome as the fallout from ash dieback has seen the species decline at an 
alarming rate
 By replacing the ash you are ensuring a sustainable source for future generations. 
It is very encouraging to see that you have a man with the skills still producing hurleys the old-style way.
Well done to the school on achieving another green flag based on a theme that very much falls within the 
parameters of this category
For further idea generation and to come up with some ideas for your community do consult the following: 
www.localprevention. ie for ideas would be www.greenhomes.ie and www.sustainableprocessing.ie 
The circular economy has become a much used phrase over the last few years and to get further information 
consult with the county environmental officer or access www. repak.ie
For the content that you have included in this submission an additional 4 marks is awarded

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



You certainly have multi tasked when it comes to Tidiness and Litter Control and this shows as the village and its 
surrounds were virtually free of litter with one or two wrappers the only culprits.
General tidiness was also good and it’s obvious that local people are doing their bit in response to your engagement 
with them with positive encouragement.
There were a few side areas that needed a little attention but overall all homestead owners  have played their part in 
supporting your efforts to make the village virtually litter.
I didn’t notice a Bottle Bank and it didn’t seem to be listed on your map but if I missed it I apologise. Well done to 
your ongoing support of the An Taisce National Spring Clean Week
Well done on your planned project for designing new anti litter signs that it will make it clear to all and sundry that 
Ballinahinch does not tolerate littering in any shape or form
Overall the standard was very good and merits an increase of marks.

This category has been evolving in keeping with current EU and government policy as well as ‘best practice 
guidelines. It encapsulates how we try to minimize our use of all resources within the community so that we reduce 
our environmental impact. It is a broad category so you may be surprised at how many of your existing community 
initiatives are relevant.
Doing more with less” is an apt slogan that will be more in the public domain over the coming years.
The list of projects that you have entered in the application form is very much in keeping with the ethos of the sector.
Much of what you have included has been replicated in other centres around the country but the adjudicator notes 
that you have one or two that are very relevant.
The planting of Irish ash trees is very welcome as the fallout from ash dieback has seen the species decline at an 
alarming rate
 By replacing the ash you are ensuring a sustainable source for future generations. 
It is very encouraging to see that you have a man with the skills still producing hurleys the old-style way.
Well done to the school on achieving another green flag based on a theme that very much falls within the 
parameters of this category
For further idea generation and to come up with some ideas for your community do consult the following: 
www.localprevention. ie for ideas would be www.greenhomes.ie and www.sustainableprocessing.ie 
The circular economy has become a much used phrase over the last few years and to get further information 
consult with the county environmental officer or access www. repak.ie
For the content that you have included in this submission an additional 4 marks is awarded

You have mentioned in the entry form that members and homeowners maintain their homesteads, boundary walls, 
and individual gardens to a high standard. 
This was very evident on the day of adjudication and the adjudicator took some pictures primarily to identify some of 
the shrubs and perennial plants that were not known to him.
The new footpath from the school to the core of the village as well the tarmacadamed area at the community hall 
was noted, these new developments will make for safer passage and parking.
The stone walls, which are a feature of Ballinahinch were maintained to a very high standard and some sections act 
as attractive stone flower beds
All planting arrangements and flower beds were presented well and this is very much down to the individual 
attention  of members of the Committee

The adjudicator was wondering if Tipperary County Council had an Adopt A Road scheme that some other counties 
were involved in pre-Covid.
Resources in local authorities are becoming a little more stretched year on year and residents may very well have to 
take ownership of the maintenance of roadside verges in the future.
The entrances into Ballinahinch from all roads were very well presented with features like attractive name signs that 
were clean and visible.
In some cases, these entrances were further enhanced by planting arrangements and the siting of milk churns to 
depict the dairying tradition of the hinterland.
The impact of stonewalls has already been mentioned elsewhere but they give an inviting feel to the village for 
first-time visitors.
Footpath verges were tidy enough but as this is high season for silage making some loose farm-related activity 
residue was noticed but that is very much a short term issue.
Road surfaces as mentioned elsewhere were well maintained 
Grass verges and hedgerows at the entrances were maintained in accordance with good practice for the 
preservation of various species of wildlife.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was good to come back to Ballinahinch after a number of years absence.
The Village has still got its old time vibe but many changes have occurred and thankfully it was not subjected to any 
form of cluster development.
You are wished well in the years ahead.




