
721Tubbercurry - Tobar an 
Choire

Sligo

C

42

Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór

After 16 years involved your committee have a long association with this competition, and I want to commend and 
acknowledge the significant contribution your committee has made. Your committee of 5 people supported by 15 
volunteers have achieved a lot and it is particularly heartening to hear that you have the support of new residents. 
The extensive list of agencies businesses and bodies that support your efforts is considerable and clearly 
demonstrates that you understand the importance of partnership.  
The cornerstone of the TidyTowns Programme is the preparation of a plan. I note your committee’s intention to be 
involved in the Tubbercurry Realm enhancement project through Sligo County Council. A plan is crucial and should 
outline your actions and intentions for the forthcoming number of years. Such a plan should represent a shared 
vision of what the TidyTowns competition can achieve for Tubbercurry. I would advise that such a plan be short, 
direct and realistic. In summary it should be a simple and easy document to read. 

Consideration should be given to linking into other plans that may be in operation in your area such as Urban and 
Village renewal Plans and Village Design Statements, Sligo County Council should be helpful in that regard. 
Selecting projects to be included in your plan can be a daunting prospect.  I would advise surveying your local area 
to identify what needs to be addressed and where action is needed. Consider holding a public meeting to present 
your findings and seek the views of the wider community. Discuss options with the broader community and all 
agencies bodies and businesses that support your efforts. In all cases projects should be worthwhile, physically 
feasible, and achievable within the restrictions of a budget.  The Woodrow Environmental Group, Sligo County 
Council and some of the other agencies and bodies identified in your application that support your efforts may be 
able to assist in preparing a plan. 

The duck repatriation project sounds interesting. I would have appreciated more information on this project. How 
you communicate is important and I am delighted to note the use of modern electronic communication methods with 
a mix of the more traditional methods.
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Towns like Tubbercurry are centres for living, recreation employment and entertainment. The quality of public space 
in the centre of the town allows people an opportunity to meet and congregate. Tubbercurry is served well in that 
regard. Wolfe Tone Square is a well-maintained public space with a nice mix of both hard and soft landscaping 
elements. The absence of overhead wire-scapes and the addition of decorative public lighting standards gives the 
area an uncluttered feel. The addition of plaques, panels, artworks and monuments gives a valuable insight into the 
towns musical past and creates a nice historical context. The works recently completed at Ait an Toabir are also a 
huge addition to the town centre. It was great to note the use of indigenous materials and a nice combination 
between hard and soft landscaping elements work well here. The recently painted Gallagher’s Solicitors building 
was admired as was the building ‘From the Ground Up 2020’ the post office and the Credit union and Coen’s 
Funeral Home. The Down Syndrome Ireland Mural located on the Gable wall adjacent to the main entrance to Swift 
Alley looks fantastic and has a real positive message. I am delighted to note the recent support and significant 
investment by the local authority regarding street lighting and undergrounding works in the town centre, well done to 
all involved.
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elements. The absence of overhead wire-scapes and the addition of decorative public lighting standards gives the 
area an uncluttered feel. The addition of plaques, panels, artworks and monuments gives a valuable insight into the 
towns musical past and creates a nice historical context. The works recently completed at Ait an Toabir are also a 
huge addition to the town centre. It was great to note the use of indigenous materials and a nice combination 
between hard and soft landscaping elements work well here. The recently painted Gallagher’s Solicitors building 
was admired as was the building ‘From the Ground Up 2020’ the post office and the Credit union and Coen’s 
Funeral Home. The Down Syndrome Ireland Mural located on the Gable wall adjacent to the main entrance to Swift 
Alley looks fantastic and has a real positive message. I am delighted to note the recent support and significant 
investment by the local authority regarding street lighting and undergrounding works in the town centre, well done to 
all involved.

Your committee have undertaken a substantial amount of work in this category, well done to all involved. Of note 
was the efforts of CES supported by your committee in hand digging and hoeing weeds to avoid the use of 
chemicals. The additional planting of trees and shrubs at various locations must be commended. I would advise a 
planting programme and a plan for regular maintenance that should be an important part of your TidyTowns Plan. 
Consider selecting a different location for planting each year. All planting should be designed to suit the site 
conditions in order to ensure long term success. High maintenance standards were noted in Swift Lane, however 
minor mechanical damage was noted at the base of the existing trees possibly from grass cutting equipment such 
as mowers or strimmer’s.

Knowing and understanding Nature and Biodiversity in your town/locality is the main consideration in this category. 
The recent biodiversity training which your committee has completed shows that you have a good understanding. 
Your Biodiversity action plan is a good investment and should guide the efforts of your committee in this important 
category. Actions for Nature and Biodiversity is also an important consideration. Your ongoing works associated 
with the Swift project and establishing Bat nesting areas and your Bee workshop with a specific focus on children 
notes a committee that acts in this important category. The information panels regarding the Tubbercurry Swift 
project located at the entrance to the Tubbercurry Trail were informative and very well located, well done to all 
involved.

The 2019 adjudicator made a recommendation regarding rationalisation of signage, it would be great if an update 
could be provided regarding any progress on this matter. The National Spring Clean event gives your committee a 
good opportunity to spread the message about litter. I would encourage your participation in the County Litter 
league, as this can be a great way to motivate residents’ associations in particular. Consider a special push to 
‘Clean Up’ which can be launched in the lead up to TidyTowns adjudication. Your efforts to maintain the Bottle 
Banks are reaping rewards as no litter was detected in this area on adjudication day. It is really positive to report 
that zero litter was detected in Wolfe Tone Square, Ait an Toabir and Swift lane on adjudication day, well done to al 
involved. I appreciate and acknowledge that it will be a big undertaking by your committee to clean the old railway 
line through the town and wish your committee all the best with the planned project.

Spreading the word on sustainability is the key message in this category. The previous adjudicator highlighted the 
important role that the Green Schools programme has in this category and noted that no information regarding the 
programme was not included in the application. Once again, no information is included in this year’s application and 
I urge consideration be given to linking with local schools in this regard. The bottle top project which has been 
ongoing for the past 3 years which will be displayed next year is an interesting project. I look forward to seeing the 
display in next years application, well done to all involved. During adjudication signage was noted on some of the 
approach roads to the town regarding Tubbercurry’s status as a ‘Fairtrade’ Town, however no reference was made 
to this in your application. It would be great if a future application could provide more information on this.

Having 16 housing estates in your town is a significant number. It is great to note the involvement of some of the 
estates in your Biodiversity plan. Individual householders and entire estates can contribute to wildlife habitat 
awareness and protection. While I understand that lack of support from some of the resident’s associations is 
frustrating. We are keen to reiterate the advice given by the previous adjudicator regarding the value of annual or 
bi-annual estates competitions. The ‘Nest’ housing development presented well on adjudication day. Some dead 
trees were noted in the Ard Aisling housing development and should be removed/replaced. Highfield housing 
development presented well, however one large Ash tree with a significant infestation of Ash Dieback was noted 
and should be removed ASAP. Ox-crescent housing development was found to be well maintained also. The 
entrance to the Coill Dara housing estate looks fantastic however, some of the trees in the estate would benefit from 
having tree stakes and ties removed.

The ongoing efforts of your committee and project partners to maintain approach roads and back lanes must be 
commended as they were found in general to be well maintained with sufficient areas set aside for biodiversity. Of 
particular note was the Tree of The People project which has a strong community message. The feature and the 
surrounding areas were found to be well landscaped and well maintained. Laneways and pedestrian connections 
are a consideration in this category, here again Swift Lane scored well, congrats to all involved.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



particular note was the Tree of The People project which has a strong community message. The feature and the 
surrounding areas were found to be well landscaped and well maintained. Laneways and pedestrian connections 
are a consideration in this category, here again Swift Lane scored well, congrats to all involved.

Concluding Remarks:

We wish to thank all involved in preparing your application. We are delighted to see Tubbercurry’s ongoing 
involvement in the competition and wish you well in the future.


