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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 

Your welcome letter was is both warm hearted and sincere. The letter clearly sets out the ethos of your group letting 
this adjudicator know from the outset love of place and wanting to make Sligo a greener and more and sustainable 
place to live and work is your mission. The corner stone of the Tidy Towns programme is the plan. Such a plan 
should be short, direct and realistic, and I am happy to report that your plan achieves all three principles. It is noted 
that lobbying is an important part of the work that your group undertakes. I would encourage your committee to 
include this element of your work in your action plan. The figures noting the voluntary hours put in on a weekly and 
annual basis are staggering, and clearly shows huge dedication across the community. The map provided was 
simple and easy to follow. 
With support from 21 different organisations your committee is in a strong position to harness a lot of good will. Of 
note is your strong relationship with Sligo BID and it is great to note a long-term commitment and significant 
financial support. The range of communication methods used by your committee are vast and noted is a nice mix 
between modern and traditional methods. It is important to acknowledge those that support your committees’ efforts 
and the merit awards using recycled slate is an effective way of doing this. Best of luck with your in-person awards 
event planned for later this year. Your recent TV appearances gives well deserved recognition to your efforts. The 
Parks Quarter Training Plan is an important strategic initiative that notes a strong focus on the future with an eye to 
ensuring that there will be valuable recreational space to accommodate a substantial predicted increase in your 
population.
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My visit started with a stroll around the town center. The town sparkled in the sunshine with visitors and locals 
mingling together. The large number of tourists gave a cosmopolitan feeling to the town. Outdoor dining and 
socializing was evident throughout the town The Parklet on Quay Street provides a very decent outdoor space at a 
key location. The high quality of the soft landscaping at this location was noted favorably. The Public Realm Plan 
will transform your town and it is fantastic to see works commenced and to note significant funding secured. It is 
great to note that the Plan will extend to Lower Quay Street as this particular area has such potential. Of note was 
efforts to retain and protect the existing mature Birch tree at the Junction with O Connell street. Conservation and 
presentation of heritage buildings and the quality of shop fronts is an important consideration in his category. The 
recent works at the Yeats building is a very good example of this. However, the ornate railing to the front of the 
building would benefit from painting. A number of buildings on Wine Street impressed, of particular note was the 
Credit Union building. The Walker Public House on O Connell Street looked particularly impressive where the 
outdoor dining area blended into the front façade of the building beautifully.
The efforts of the owners to give ‘Facelifts’ to their buildings must be commended. The proposed shop front 
competition will help to engage more property owners and the support of the local authority is noted. The main 
entrance to the Quayside shopping Centre presented well. Signage has a significant influence on the streetscape 
and public areas. A small amount of Neon Corri-board advertising signage was noted. Such signage can give our 
streets a chaotic feel and I would advise working with your local authority to ensure that the matter is dealt with 
effectively before it gets out of hand. The high-quality ornate cast iron street name signs used throughout the town 
are effective. A minor observation was the sign for Union street at the Junction of Wine Street where the street 
name sign was obscured by foliage.  The scale of the Owl mural is stunning and your advice to visit to truly 
appreciate its scale was good advice.
Graveyards and Cemeteries are important features and give a good insight into how communities care about their 
past. The prominent location of Sligo Cemetery and its rich archaeological history means that it is one of your most 
used public spaces. The ongoing efforts of your committee supported by the broader community clearly 
demonstrates that your community cares about their past. The proposed conservation action plan will be a good 
investment and will be a key document to guide the efforts of all parties involved. Previous adjudicators commented 
positively on your efforts to restore historic gates and railings and I am delighted to note this good work continues 
with the restoration of Scouts Den/Peace Park Gate.
Neglected and derelict buildings and sites can detract from our streetscapes. The efforts of your committee and the 
strong partnership forged with the heritage officer in Sligo County Council has led to huge success in tackling this 
perennial issue. I have no doubt that the delays in developing the proposed Stephen Street Plaza project is 
frustrating with significant funding been secured and a strong partnership forged with Sligo County Council I am 
confident that project will be delivered. Well done to all involved.
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outdoor dining area blended into the front façade of the building beautifully.
The efforts of the owners to give ‘Facelifts’ to their buildings must be commended. The proposed shop front 
competition will help to engage more property owners and the support of the local authority is noted. The main 
entrance to the Quayside shopping Centre presented well. Signage has a significant influence on the streetscape 
and public areas. A small amount of Neon Corri-board advertising signage was noted. Such signage can give our 
streets a chaotic feel and I would advise working with your local authority to ensure that the matter is dealt with 
effectively before it gets out of hand. The high-quality ornate cast iron street name signs used throughout the town 
are effective. A minor observation was the sign for Union street at the Junction of Wine Street where the street 
name sign was obscured by foliage.  The scale of the Owl mural is stunning and your advice to visit to truly 
appreciate its scale was good advice.
Graveyards and Cemeteries are important features and give a good insight into how communities care about their 
past. The prominent location of Sligo Cemetery and its rich archaeological history means that it is one of your most 
used public spaces. The ongoing efforts of your committee supported by the broader community clearly 
demonstrates that your community cares about their past. The proposed conservation action plan will be a good 
investment and will be a key document to guide the efforts of all parties involved. Previous adjudicators commented 
positively on your efforts to restore historic gates and railings and I am delighted to note this good work continues 
with the restoration of Scouts Den/Peace Park Gate.
Neglected and derelict buildings and sites can detract from our streetscapes. The efforts of your committee and the 
strong partnership forged with the heritage officer in Sligo County Council has led to huge success in tackling this 
perennial issue. I have no doubt that the delays in developing the proposed Stephen Street Plaza project is 
frustrating with significant funding been secured and a strong partnership forged with Sligo County Council I am 
confident that project will be delivered. Well done to all involved.

Your strong partnership with the Parks Department is key to your success in this important category. The 
whistle-stop guided tour of your parks shows a network of valuable recreational facilities that are managed to benefit 
biodiversity. A key role of any landscaping plan in a town the size of Sligo is to improve the urban ecosystem to 
support a wide variety of wildlife which is a strong focus of your work. Your Orchards in the community project and 
the tree planting with the Summerhill TY students clearly demonstrates your commitment in this regard, well done. 

Your ongoing work on the Northern Green Heart carried out in partnership with ATU and SUH is a valuable exercise 
which will guide your efforts for years to come and I look forward to learning more detail in next years application. 
Although not included in your application what appears to be the recently completed Garden of memories 
associated with the North West Hospice is an impressive landscape feature with a strong message ‘LEST SLIGO 
FORGETS’. This garden provides a strong focal point in a beautiful setting for people to congregate and consider an 
important message. 

Noted was a strong progression from the maintained natural planting on all the main approach roads to the centre of 
Sligo. These features included native hedging predominantly whitethorn mown grass strips and a large amount of 
wildflower banks set aside for biodiversity all of which combine very effectively. Of note was the use of shrubs and 
more ornamental trees at road junctions of particular note was the ornamental planting at the junction of Cemetery 
road and the effective and colourful landscaping scheme used on the Carrowroe roundabout. 

Also noted was the effective use of street trees at profile locations. As you approach the town centre particularly the 
hornbeam trees along Mail Coach Road and the Oak Trees at Riverside. Semi Mature trees as a landscape feature 
are a good investment as they give an instant effect and due mainly to their size, they are resistant to snapping by 
vandals, the investment made in these trees will be enjoyed and admired for generations to come.  

Care for existing trees is really important. The Feathered Hornbeam trees along Wine street are a huge addition, 
consideration should be given to clear stemming these trees to protect passing pedestrians. Significant tree planting 
has been carried out in housing estates throughout the town to good effective however, in Doorly Park housing 
estate advertising flyers were found nailed to street trees.

The mature lime trees at the front of City Hall were admired beautiful specimens in a superb location. I would 
recommend the removal and replacement of the dead tree at the front of the ‘Shake Dog Diner’ on main street and 
the vandalized trees at the entrance to the City Hotel.   The 2 Birch trees immediately inside the entrance gate to the 
county library would benefit from having the supporting staked and tree ties removed.

Awareness, knowing and understanding nature and biodiversity in your locality and developing actions for nature 
and Biodiversity is key to this category. Through the wide range of projects undertaken you have demonstrated and 
presented a clear understanding of this important category.   Birds effectively represent all that is good about nature 
and your awareness of this is highlighted through your Garden Bird Posters, Bird workshops and the Birds of Sligo 
Town Booklet shows huge awareness of this important species. 

Actions to address the plight of our pollinators is also important and your pollinator action plan with a strong link 
forged with the national Biodiversity Data Centre shows a strong focus and understanding of this important issue. 

Invasive plant species can cause economic and ecological harm when left untreated. A significant infestation of 
Japanese Knotweed was noted in the back -lands that lead to Connaughton Road Car Park. I would strongly advise 
that you seek expert advice to deal with this and any other infestations.  Action plans devised specifically for your 
area that helps your community understand protect and enhance nature and biodiversity is important. The 
Ecological Survey and Action Plan for the Garavogue River is an effective document. It notes strong partnerships of 
particular note is the support of the Local Authorities Water and Communities office. 

Communities that undertake well informed researched projects that help to enhance and protect nature and 
biodiversity and share knowledge and awareness clearly demonstrate an understanding for nature and Biodiversity.  
You have clearly demonstrated this through your Dragonfly survey of Sligo a fantastic piece of work and particularly 
note once again is your partnership with the National Biodiversity Data Centre and your significant contribution to 
the Dragonfly Ireland Atlas.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



that you seek expert advice to deal with this and any other infestations.  Action plans devised specifically for your 
area that helps your community understand protect and enhance nature and biodiversity is important. The 
Ecological Survey and Action Plan for the Garavogue River is an effective document. It notes strong partnerships of 
particular note is the support of the Local Authorities Water and Communities office. 

Communities that undertake well informed researched projects that help to enhance and protect nature and 
biodiversity and share knowledge and awareness clearly demonstrate an understanding for nature and Biodiversity.  
You have clearly demonstrated this through your Dragonfly survey of Sligo a fantastic piece of work and particularly 
note once again is your partnership with the National Biodiversity Data Centre and your significant contribution to 
the Dragonfly Ireland Atlas.

It is clear from your application your commitment to litter control is unquestionable and acknowledged in your 
ongoing success in the IBAL competition. The annual big clean up and the Sunday morning litter picks clearly 
demonstrate this. However, the presence or absence of litter during adjudication is the main consideration in this 
category. On adjudication day moderate to heavy litter levels were found in the town core particularly Rockwood 
Parade and the Campus of ATU where the majority of the litter bins needed emptying. The opposite was the case in 
the housing estates where relatively low levels of litter was noted. The efforts of your committee and the TY 
students from the Grammar school to assist with the Mask Pickers shows a community that is keen to support each 
other in their hour of need in a very practical way. As noted previously the presence of neon corrugated plastic 
signage was evident at key locations in the town core. I would advise cooperation with Sligo County Council to 
guard against the proliferation of this type of signage.
 
Graffiti is a complex problem and one your committee and Sligo County Council has faced and dealt with very 
effectively recently. Some graffiti was also noted on the stainless-steel bicycle stands at Rockwood Parade. 
Overhead wire-scapes can be unsightly. The majority of the town core has had these wire-capes undergrounded 
and noted also was the provision of a nice mix of ornamental to modern public lighting columns. Noted in your 
application is the ongoing efforts of Sligo County Council to remove the remainder of the overhead wire-scapes as 
each street is upgraded.  In the town core street furniture was found to be in prominent locations and manufactured 
from the highest quality material (High Grade Stainless Steel) and well maintained. Of favourable note was the 
benches and the information panel at the entrance to High Street shopping centre from Wine street. Weed control is 
a consideration in this category. Minimal amount of weeds were noted in Public Realm areas in the town core but 
significant amounts were noted in the laneways off Stephens Street.

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are the blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for 
all. SDGs are now an important consideration in this competition and have been considered by your committee in all 
projects, policies and strategies developed and delivered.

The focus of this category is very broad considering issues like water, transport waste, energy and climate action. 
From the vast array of projects presented in your application you have clearly demonstrated an awareness of how 
your activities help to make your community more environmentally sustainable. Here again you have shown an 
understanding of the importance of partnership. All projects presented involve the sharing of ideas information and 
joint initiatives. Your committee have also shown a clear understanding about how crucial it is to raise awareness 
about what you are doing across the wider community. Furthermore, your efforts in this regard has been recognised 
internationally when your chairman presented a paper on achieving sustainable development at international level. 
Your stated mission of making Sligo a Greener and more sustainable place to live and work is key to everything you 
do, well done. 

A minor ‘housekeeping’ observation, some bags of clothes were dumped at the North West Hospice Clothes Bank 
in the Car Park of Sligo Regional Sports Centre. Perhaps a CCTV camera at this profile location may assist.

Liaison with Residents Associations is key consideration in this category. Your committees ongoing efforts in the 
Best Kept Residential Estate Competition, Anti-Litter Anti-Graffiti competition promoting new entrants to the Best 
Kept Estates Competition and the best Garden competition clearly indicates strong partnership and broad 
community support. The high quality of soft landscaping at the entrance to Ard Nua Village was noted positively 
particularly the name plate. Each residential area should be clearly identifiable with a high visibility sign or perhaps a 
name plate. The majority of the estates visited would benefit from the provision of such plates and signs. 
Consideration should be given to developing a competition as part of your Best Kept Residential Estates 
competition to address this. The estate name should be bi-lingual and if possible, reflect the local heritage and 
where possible include some soft landscaping.  
The quality of the landscaping was noted favourably in the majority of the housing estates visited with decent areas 
to support biodiversity. The Happy Bee/Butterfly mix given to all housing estates is a good and fitting prize. 
However, I would advise checking the provenance of the seed to ensure that it does not negatively affect your 
native biodiversity.

One of the main functions of your committee in this category is to ensure that the network of approach roads, 
streets, lanes cycleways and pedestrian paths are maintained and look well. This has been achieved by your 
committee with the support of your many project partners.  
The road network that serves our towns and cities directly influence our ability to achieve our SDG’s. Sligo has 
developed a remarkable primary network of roads. Roundabouts effectively mark the transition between the rural 
and the urban environment and as noted previously the Carrowroe roundabout achieves this. The Sligo Borough 
Boundary Walk and the Marker Stones projects are fantastic. They have resulted in a network of routes to benefit 
cyclists and pedestrians by promoting active travel which is a key consideration in this category. The effective 
manner which your committee dealt with the ongoing litter problem on Pearse Road must be commended, well 
done. The N15 Urban Improvement works effectively achieves pedestrian connections and inclusive access a key 
consideration in this category.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



streets, lanes cycleways and pedestrian paths are maintained and look well. This has been achieved by your 
committee with the support of your many project partners.  
The road network that serves our towns and cities directly influence our ability to achieve our SDG’s. Sligo has 
developed a remarkable primary network of roads. Roundabouts effectively mark the transition between the rural 
and the urban environment and as noted previously the Carrowroe roundabout achieves this. The Sligo Borough 
Boundary Walk and the Marker Stones projects are fantastic. They have resulted in a network of routes to benefit 
cyclists and pedestrians by promoting active travel which is a key consideration in this category. The effective 
manner which your committee dealt with the ongoing litter problem on Pearse Road must be commended, well 
done. The N15 Urban Improvement works effectively achieves pedestrian connections and inclusive access a key 
consideration in this category.

Concluding Remarks:

It is clear in all that you do your love of place and making Sligo a Greener and more Sustainable place to live, and 
work is central to your efforts. You have achieved this through strong partnerships which have been forged with all 
sections of society. Furthermore, your efforts are guided by important strategic documents which have and will 
continue to serve you well in this competition. Congratulations to all involved.


