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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór Rathlaoigh. For a 
village of your size, you have healthy committee and volunteer numbers and have been doing great work in the 
competition since you first entered only six years ago.  You recognise that a community working together achieves 
more and are constantly looking for input from the other community and voluntary organisations locally – well done. 
You have been raising awareness of past traditions and fundraising via the Thresing Day and St Patrick’s Day 
parade. You are communicating well with the local community. Would you consider taking the next step into 
promotion of your activities to not only your local stakeholders but to a wider audience by getting a Facebook and 
Twitter account for the Rathlee TidyTowns. Thank you for providing your 3/4 Year Plan, this could be expanded out 
to include projects and priorities in every competition category.
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The presentation of the Star of The Sea Church and surrounding grounds and planting at the roadside are all to be 
commended. We are not surprised that the Church is becoming an attractive wedding venue by couples from further 
afield. The school looks well, and we are pleased to hear that it got its first fresh coat of paint in August last year 
since 1926! The yellow water pump surrounded by planters and the sky-blue Marian Shrine were also noted 
favourably. We note that planning permission has been granted to maintain and repair the existing old shop as a 
retail unit and turn it into a tea-room. We wish the owners great success with this venture and its great to see 
employment coming to the village. The Castle ruins / Rathlee Signalling Tower is an interesting structure.
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We stopped for a quick picnic at the shore, the stone table and seating in memory of Carmel Duffy was put to good 
use at this area. The seating placed on concrete at scenic locations along the shore road (similar to Easkey) were 
noted. You continue to add to various shrub beds and are adding new landscaping features in places. Bear in mind 
your rural location and be careful to not over-do it with formal landscaped features. Consider native hedging, 
provision of appropriately sited semi mature native trees and allowing native local species to develop.
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This category is concerned with conservation and education.  Namely, maintaining and conserving important wildlife 
areas; and educating and creating awareness amongst the local stakeholders about the flora and fauna and local 
wildlife heritage on their doorstep.  Please consider this when developing work programmes and projects into the 
future.  Planting of whitethorn is a start as is the erection of bird and bat boxes. Given your established relationship 
with the Clean Coasts Group consider how you can align on this category.  Perhaps the committee could consider 
holding an event for those interested in coastal nature and wildlife this year? A seashore foraging course, a dawn 
chorus walk, bat walk etc. 
Furthermore, you could encourage homeowners to plant areas of their garden with wildflowers and leave areas to 
grow a little wild from time to time, this also increases biodiversity opportunities.  Other centres are concentrating on 
helping to implement actions under the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan which may also be of interest.
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future.  Planting of whitethorn is a start as is the erection of bird and bat boxes. Given your established relationship 
with the Clean Coasts Group consider how you can align on this category.  Perhaps the committee could consider 
holding an event for those interested in coastal nature and wildlife this year? A seashore foraging course, a dawn 
chorus walk, bat walk etc. 
Furthermore, you could encourage homeowners to plant areas of their garden with wildflowers and leave areas to 
grow a little wild from time to time, this also increases biodiversity opportunities.  Other centres are concentrating on 
helping to implement actions under the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan which may also be of interest.

There is a 60 kmph speed sign on the approach from Easkey that needs straightened. We noted where the waste 
has been burned at the shore. Continue to be vigilant in relating to fly-tipping and get the waste enforcement team in 
Sligo County Council involved if there is a reoccurrence.

The bike shelter was noted along with the bike stand at the National School. It is good that the local school children 
are learning about growing their own vegetables. We envisage that making circa 300 Christmas wreaths is rather a 
mammoth task but a good fundraiser for your committee. We like that you use recycled materials and greenery 
sourced locally and the wreaths are collected and recycled once redundant.  The scrap metal collection in 
conjunction with the GAA club is a good project. Working with the Clean Coasts Group in this category is useful. 
There are many national campaigns and initiatives that you could consider such as Sick of Plastic, We Choose 
Reuse, Picker Pals, Conscious Cup Campaign etc.  Visit https://www.voiceireland.org/ for more details.

A new house was under construction near the Church. We hope the new residents will get involved with your 
TidyTowns efforts. Continue to encourage all residents to upkeep their roadside boundaries and walls.

The new name signs depicting the local castle are an attractive an eye-catching addition to the village giving a good 
sense of place upon arrival.  We like how the roadside verges are let grow wild and local grasses and native species 
can flourish but maybe consider cutting a small strip along one side so that walkers can stand in off the road for 
passing traffic.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was our first visit to Rathlee, a delightful rural community with plans in the pipeline for further community 
improvements. It was very clear from our visit that you are a hard-working group who are proud of your place and 
parish. Keep up the great work.


