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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór Goirtin!  Thank you for 
submitting your application and accompanying 3-year plan and habitat survey.  It emanated from your application 
and adjudication visit that you are an active and dedicated committee supported by additional volunteers in the 
village.  Young people are a powerful – if often untapped – resource in promoting community change therefore it is 
great to see that you have a Junior TidyTowns committee up and running. Ensuring youth engagement is continued 
is important, with exposure to training and capacity building we hope they may be encouraged to be community 
leaders of the future.  We thank all the various local agencies and businesses that support your work.  It must be 
very encouraging to know that the local businesses appreciate the benefit of the work you are doing and make 
donations and offer of support to the TidyTowns movement in Gurteen.  Communication with your various 
stakeholders is good and we encourage you to keep this up and even expand on it If you can.  Surprisingly, you are 
the only centre in Sligo to mention training information obtained via the Sligo Public Participation Network 
specifically for TidyTowns groups on identifying and planning of projects and incorporating Sustainable 
Development Goals and Circular Economy.  We are glad to hear you found it useful and thank you for referencing 
the SDGs against your projects.

34

There were a number of well-presented premises noted including The Dapper Duck, Ted’s and The Cross Bar.  
Your wall mural “Our Strength will Grow Through Community” by professional artist, Marian Frizzell, carried out in 
conjunction with the youth group is excellent and we like that you choose the theme to promote a sense of wellbeing 
and sense of community and that it helps to connect the village and enhances the flow of your work down the street.  
This adjudicator has already shared this idea with another TidyTowns centre who, like you have a long unkept wall 
and a long village street.
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The new planting scheme at the flowerbed within the Church grounds was noted favourably as was the TidyTowns 
tiered planters.  It is good that through education of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and via training from a local 
horticulturalist you are learning about planting for wildlife and low maintenance wildlife friendly planting etc. We feel 
that developing a local Biodiversity Action Plan is the key next step for you in this competition category.  The Tree of 
Hope is a nice touch in recognition of International Suicide Awareness Day and this adjudicator has not been 
familiar with the national Tree of Hope Foundation in all the years of adjudication so well done on bringing this 
initiative to the village.  These are the kind of ideas high scoring centres in the competition come up with so we think 
with your ‘out of the box’ thinking you could go far.  We enjoyed a walk around the fairy trail / park area behind the 
hall and understand that you have worked closely with the Junior Tidy Towns to develop.  This adjudicator is not 
often impressed with fairy trails and the like but you have sourced a nice selection of fairy doors and accessories 
from local Irish companies and used recycled materials and as it is a youth engagement project it works well for you 
and your chosen setting.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

275
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80

80

55

55
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55
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47

33

30

22

13

57

31
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265

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 275

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

02/07/2022

 



with your ‘out of the box’ thinking you could go far.  We enjoyed a walk around the fairy trail / park area behind the 
hall and understand that you have worked closely with the Junior Tidy Towns to develop.  This adjudicator is not 
often impressed with fairy trails and the like but you have sourced a nice selection of fairy doors and accessories 
from local Irish companies and used recycled materials and as it is a youth engagement project it works well for you 
and your chosen setting.

We thank the Junior Tidy Towns Committee and pupils of Carn National School for participating in two projects this 
year and we saw several signs in and around the village on adjudication day - great artwork and catchy slogans 
promoting biodiversity and anti-littering / anti-dog fouling etc. The wall mural has been mentioned elsewhere but 
deserves a mention here due to this biodiversity theme.  All participants should be delighted at the result.  We would 
like to challenge you to get your heads together and come up with an equally as impressive biodiversity awareness 
project for 2023!  We think you can rise to this challenge.  We thought that tree guards on the trees near the Dapper 
Duck are not really required as the trees are now well established.

We liked the anti-litter signs on the approach roads developed by members of the Carn National Green Schools 
committee. The anti-dog fouling campaign is also very visible, and we are wondering are you noticing an 
improvement in the dog fouling issue.  You have a monthly cleaning rota at the playpark. On adjudication day it was 
spotless.  Weeds on the guttering of the garda station and the J. Hearly Victualler building could be removed.  It 
may be difficult due to the presence of underground tanks, but it would be useful to progress the decommissioning 
of the old pumps at the O’Dowd Machinery Sales premises.  There was an untidy pile of branches and greenery in 
the car park of the Coleman Music Centre.  Some litter was seen on the road from the Main Street to Carns National 
School.

You have many relevant initiatives that are ongoing in the village.  We note that you ran a ‘Shop local Eat local 
Spend Local’ campaign in November 2019. We like the signage used and are sure this was a great success on 
social media also.  This adjudicator is unsure if this was picked up in your adjudication report last year, however you 
do not tell us if you repeated this, and if it has become an annual campaign etc.  This category is very broad and 
allows many projects to be considered.  Creating safe cycle ways and tracks to allow more walking and cycling in 
the village can be considered under this category.  Carpooling and car sharing are also ideas that could work in your 
rural location.  Educating the younger generation on gardening techniques and the growing of food is a project idea 
which allows you to start small, but which you can further expand upon and develop, with themes such as, eating 
seasonal, food miles, sustainable growing, encouraging locals to shop local and buy Irish to support local producers 
and reduce food miles etc.  Helping to change mind-sets and getting locals to stop and think about their actions and 
consider how they can live more sustainably will serve you well in this competition category.  You regularly update 
your Facebook page with sustainability ideas – keep up the good work.  A few suggestions to ponder over – instead 
of compostable containers for takeaway meals – how about trialling reusable containers with a refundable deposit 
given back upon return.  This has been trialled in places in Cork.  Instead of 100% compostable cups (these can 
only be composted in certain large-scale specialist facilities) how about promotion of the Conscious Cup campaign 
and encourage reusable cups.  We need to move away from the traditional linear economy which is largely based 
on the process of taking raw materials from the earth, using them to make products which are bought and used by 
consumers before the product is disposed of at the end of its useful life and transition to a circular economy in which 
resources and the value provided by them are retained within the system.

We visited several housing estates including Rathmadder, Cluain Dara, Gurteen View etc. Are these estates 
represented on your committee? We would encourage you to get a representative from each estate involved.  Could 
screening be provided at the Council yard in Shannon Drive.  We got a welcome wave from Teach Owen Roe!

We noted the improved footpath on the Ballymote approach road. The biodiversity area at the welcome signs is also 
a great welcome to the village from the Boyle direction.  We thought the Ballaghaderreen approach was satisfactory. 
There were works ongoing building a wall at the hotel when we passed by.  Two road signs near The Hill Hotel need 
to be replaced as they are very rusted. This is something the Roads engineer in Sligo County Council should be 
able to assist you with.  The Local Link bus stop was noticed, and we wondered if a bus shelter would be welcomed 
by the community and perhaps entice more people to use the service?

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You are progressing very well in the competition and have done well in many of the competition categories buoyed 
by your consistent workload throughout the year.  We hope Gurteen TidyTowns can continue to move from strength 
to strength.


