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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór An Ghrainseach!  It is 
a positive start to have such a strong TidyTowns movement in Grange, with nine committee members and thirty 
active volunteers.  It is great to see the list of local businesses that support the TidyTowns cause in Grange, we will 
not list them for fear of excluding someone, but thanks to all for your financial assistance, sponsorship, resources 
and advice.  You use multiple methods of communication to reach your community and stakeholders. Your 
adjudicator had a look at your Facebook page and like that you update this regularly and keep the community 
informed of your work and planned activities.  Your aim of getting more students involved in the sustainability and 
biodiversity projects would be a positive step.  Have you a TidyTowns multi annual plan? It was not submitted with 
your application.  It is important to highlight to you the importance of a TidyTowns plan.  This is an important aspect 
of this category; the Sligo Leader Partnership may be able to assist you with this type of strategic planning.  Also 
worthy of mention is the emphasis on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  Linking your work to the SDGs 
is something to consider.  You may be interested to learn about a series of workshops ran by Limerick City and 
County Council, one of which concentrated on the 17 SDGs giving various examples of typical TidyTowns projects 
that link to each of the goals. Your map was quite hard to read in its digital format.  As the online application process 
is here to stay, perhaps you could seek assistance to make your map more legible in digital format. Link for ease of 
reference: https://www.limerick.ie/council/services/environment/clean-community/tidy-towns.
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You have tidied up the frontage of the buildings adjacent to the SuperValu building by adding stone bedding and 
aim to do further work to detract from the buildings. There are several building facades that appear unfinished and 
require work here beside the post office. It would appear that the owner of these buildings is taking an interest in 
improvements, which we are pleased about, as this area is letting the visual appearance of the village down. 
Hopefully, next year we can see a further advancement on visual improvements in this area. Scoil Naomh Molaise 
and the church are beautifully presented in their attractive grounds. The stone bridges provide a picturesque quality 
to the village scene. You have several premises that are presented well.  Moran’s Bar, Grange Pharmacy, J Waters 
and Lang’s Restaurant looked well. The Armada wall murals are very eye-catching and a great village-enhancement 
project that also brings about awareness of the maritime significance of the area to locals and villagers alike and 
may encourage more to find out about the incredible escape story of Captain Francisco De Cuellar.  The GAA 
grounds were always busy when we passed during adjudication. The Post Primary School and the North Sligo 
Sports centre both had tidy presentation.  The wall of the dental surgery would benefit from a fresh coat of paint. 
Pay attention to gutterings and roofs of buildings in the village core.  For example, the roof of Comb 2 Gether is 
moss covered and the gutterings of Barry’s needs attention. Is the building beside Barry’s being redeveloped? We 
note that the construction of the Primary Care Centre is underway, and we await to see its completion during 
adjudication next year.

40

28

56

11

32

30

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

268

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

35

34

38

27

11

55

30

30

260

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 268

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

18/06/2022

 



note that the construction of the Primary Care Centre is underway, and we await to see its completion during 
adjudication next year.

You mention your plan to plant wildflowers. Just be careful, many places are unwittingly planting non-native 
wildflower seeds to the detriment of the native flora. So, some purportedly ‘beefriendly’ actions are resulting in the 
loss of habitats already of biodiversity value. The National Biodiversity Data Centre, the promoters of the All-Ireland 
Pollinator Plan, has now discouraged the use of wildflower seeds. By simply changing the mowing regime, amazing 
wildflowers like Dandelion, Clovers, Self-heal, Cowslip and Bird’s-foot-trefoil may naturally pop-up year after year at 
no cost. These common flowers will provide nutrients for our pollinator-insect needs. The shrub bed at the playpark 
carpark needs attention and perhaps thinning out – some plants are failing and others could be relocated to housing 
estate areas or other areas of the river walk.  There is also an electrical fuse box at the playpark that should be 
better secured for health and safety reasons. We note that you have also been cleaning the river, we took this to be 
litter picking but it was mentioned in your green spaces and landscaping category so perhaps you can elaborate if 
you do more of the work next year.

You have had a local biodiversity action plan completed for the village – this will give you direction to progress in 
this category and help enhance and protect the local flora fauna and biodiversity in Grange.  We note that you held 
a Bat Walk biodiversity event in conjunction with Woodrow Sustainable Solutions.  It looked to be very well 
attended. This is the type of awareness raising activity adjudicators like to see in this category.  Thanks also for 
cleaning up the local river to help maintain wildlife and biodiversity in the area.  Please note comments on 
wildflowers above.

Recognition is deserving to the two individuals who collect litter and keep the village clear from rubbish.  You 
mention that you are looking for more bins for the village, we would query this reasoning. Many TidyTowns centres 
are going bin free, to no detriment to the litter situation, and as a deterrent to people filling them up with household 
waste.  Perhaps you could consider segregated bins for ‘recycling on the go’ at the park. At the Circle K there are 
flag poles that are not currently used. At the SF Engineering site there is a white sign that seems to be unused that 
we recommend being removed.  A bus stop pole is also rusted. Undergrounding of overhead wires and cables 
should be a long-term objective.

It is sometimes difficult for communities to get an understanding of what is required for this competition category.  
The TidyTowns handbook for this category has recently been updated and you should familiarise yourself with this 
also. Consider ways in which you can assist the community move further up the waste management hierarchy 
towards waste minimisation, which is focused on prevention and actions that reduce or stop waste being created, 
such as awareness raising, reuse, repair and refurbishment.  In terms of reuse the ‘free wee library’ was noted at 
the playpark – it just requires some repairs. This category also concerns promotion of resource efficiency and 
encompasses resources such as water and energy. Some ideas that other centres are working on include regular 
waste minimisation e-leaflets or waste promotion through their TidyTowns social networking sites or website which 
in turn cuts down on paper usage; promotion of Grow Your Own or Buy Local initiatives, reducing travel miles by 
car-pooling, and food waste prevention workshops in association with the local Council.  We wonder if you would 
perhaps consider holding a community event with textile waste in mind, such as an event to teach members of the 
community how to stitch, mend and upcycle clothes can all help to raise awareness of the value of clothes and help 
us make the most of the clothes we already have.  This is a competition category that primary and secondary school 
children can certainly get involved with and we noted the five green flag achievements at Scoil Naomh Molaise. The 
e-car charging point at the Circle K was noted.

We visited several housing estates including Granary Drive, Glenview Park, The Meadows, Pine Groove and 
Newtown estates. We thought that weeding along the footpath and roadside edge is needed in Glenview Park. Also, 
in Glenview Park there are a plethora of tree posts and ties on a banking that are no longer required as the trees are 
well established – these should be removed. There are plenty of opportunities for biodiversity planting and tree 
planting within the estates, on greens such as on the green in Court House Drive.

J. Costello’s has been revamped nicely on the approach from Donegal. We note that you hope to get more signage 
for the village in the coming years.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

If you do not have a current multi annual plan, we suggest that you consider working on one for next year.  This 
need not be professionally prepared but can be a simple list of your aims and objectives and a clear timeline for 
projects over the period of the plan for each of the competition categories. This will help focus your work 
programmes and projects each year.  Your adjudicator sincerely thanks you for the work conducted by your 
committee. Congratulations on your accomplishments this year.
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