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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór Droim Chliabh-Rath 
Chormaic. Thank you for your entry submission. We wish to first express our thanks to your committee and 
volunteers who assist your efforts.  Given the increase in the number of tourists we are seeing along the Wild 
Atlantic Way you certainly have your work cut out, especially maintaining the tourism hotspot of Yeat’s grave in 
Drumcliffe in partnership with the Drumcliffe Vestry and Church members (150,000 annual visitors – wow!). It is 
great to hear that you have recently had some new recruits and that a lot of locals helped in the distribution of the 
Book of Sligo as part of the County’s Colmcille 1500 commemorative programme. Fingers crossed some of those 
who assisted in this project will continue to volunteer with TidyTowns locally. We like that you work collaboratively 
with many local organisations and seek advice and support when needed. You communicate well with the public 
and this adjudicator has indeed seen many of your social media posts in the past. It’s great that you publicise that 
your TidyTowns meetings are open to the public to attend and are promoted through the parish newsletters, 
Facebook, Twitter, email, and Tidy Towns’ Text Alert etc as are organised working parties and your other activities. 
Keeping open these communication channels requires dedication but does pay off – keep up the good work.  Your 
adjudicator wasn’t quite sure if you have a TidyTowns plan in place? This is recommended and should be submitted 
yearly with your application. This is an important aspect of this category; the Sligo Leader Partnership may be able 
to assist you with this type of strategic planning.  The department has also been encouraging groups to consider the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  Linking your work to the SDGs is something to consider for next year.  
You may be interested to learn about a series of workshops ran by Limerick City and County Council, one of which 
concentrated on the 17 SDGs giving various examples of typical TidyTowns projects that link to each of the goals.  
Here is the link for ease of reference: https://www.limerick.
ie/council/services/environment/clean-community/tidy-towns.
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We noted that renovations are on-gong at the church.  The new Primary Care Centre building looks excellent.  The 
crisp white façade was really set off by the show of poppies and other vibrant wildflowers. Great planting here – 
more of the same is encouraged in other areas.  Other key buildings such as the Church of Ireland, the service 
station, (Certa) Yeat’s Local and Yeat’s Inn are well presented.  Given that Davis' Restaurant & Yeats Tavern is an 
extremely busy and popular business in Drumcliffe, we wondered if they support your TidyTowns activities in any 
way?
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less
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TOTAL MARK 550 314

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

18/06/2022

 



The new sculpture in the park, ‘The Poet’s Chair’ by sculptor Martha Quinn, was noted favourably. The thinking 
behind the commission, aside from commemorating the anniversary of Colmcille’s birth, is to encourage people to 
stop, meet, and socialise in the park. Given its proximity to the school we’d be interested to learn do any of the 
parents make use of the park after school for outdoor socialising?  The park itself is maturing well. There is a horse 
chestnut tree where you should consider removing the suckers from the base of the tree.  We felt that there could 
be improved planting along the wall at the parish car park as it looked a little bare. Perhaps you could consider 
some hardy perennials such as Agastache, while not native it does produce copious amounts of nectar for bees and 
butterflies to feast upon.  The area that had Japanese knotweed is being tidied up and is taking shape with seating 
and the grass re-seeded. Unfortunately, we did not see the plinth ready for the imminent sculpture at the Church of 
Ireland. While we understand the sculpture is in the foundry we assumed from your application that preparatory 
works had been underway in the heritage centre car park, but we did not see them?

Has the River Walk in Drumcliffe been given any attention recently? It was not mentioned in your application form 
but there would appear to have once been a walkway and interpretative signage was noted in two locations along 
the river.  Your adjudicator followed the sign from the visitor centre to the River Walk and it is an area you should 
really use more to your advantage.  While we support re-wilding, there are a number of seats (visitor centre area) 
facing the river that are nearly fully grown over by grass etc.  Some attention here is required. There is interpretative 
signage in place so at one point this must have received more attention than it currently does.  Access to the River 
Walk across the River from Yeat’s Tavern was closed by a gate which was also disappointing – this could make an 
ideal picnic spot.  We also tried to locate the Coolbeg Tomb, however we reached a dead end and a fenced off field. 
We assume the tomb is in the field.  Perhaps signage in the car park would be useful here. We like that you worked 
with the local students as part of Biodiversity Week 2022, we hope you can continue to engage with the students 
and their parents in future biodiversity projects.

Some small bits of litter were noted on the Coolbeg Tomb Trail (a can and a bottle), some small bits of litter were 
also noted at the portaloos in the Heritage Centre (nappy). Weeds are hard to keep under control, but we are being 
more lenient regarding these, however we are pleased to learn of your hand weeding only policy. Other centres are 
transitioning to high velocity thermal weeders.

We do like to see a Green Flag flying prominently at the school.  What great bike shelter provision also! We’d be 
interested to know the number of pupils who regularly cycle to school, has there been an increase since you were 
funded by the town and village renewal scheme to put in the bike infrastructure.  The provision of the bus stops is 
excellent and a great project to have been part of. Congratulation on securing additional Town and Village Renewal 
funding to create a new off-road pedestrian link from the walking trail to Drumcliffe village centre and the estuary 
shoreline as part of your sustainable travel initiative, we wish you well with this and do not underestimate the work 
required to get the project to this stage. We enjoyed a dander around the Market. There were a good number of 
tourists about. We noted the Sun Rise Upcycle and Design stall, perhaps you could work with the artist on a 
stand-out project for next year for this category.  The artist re-uses materials and makes bags and outdoor cushions 
etc.  A bag made from a kite surf caught our eye!

Residents and businesses along the Drum Road looked well on adjudication day.  Some private walls and fences 
along the road up past the Church in Rathcormick would need attention. Continue to encourage residents to look 
after their own areas and stretches of roadside frontage.

Given the extent of your roadside frontage and the large volume of passing traffic (more than 10,000 passing 
vehicles daily) we fully understand how maintaining the appearance of the area takes significant effort and man 
hours. Road signage and road bollards are typically in good condition in Rathcormick albeit the large prominent 
80km speed signs on the N15 are damaged heading out of the village in the Sligo direction.  Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII) has overall responsibility for the planning and supervision of works, including signposting, on the 
national road network so you should contact them in relation to replacement of these damaged signs.  Some 
directional signage and name signs are obscured slightly by foliage, keep an eye on this as it is recommended that 
signs are clearly visible and legible. We like that you still have the old heritage name signs in place, and all are in 
good condition.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This adjudicator is quite familiar with Drumcliffe / Rathcormick having adjudicated it the past and having friends in 
the locality. Your volunteers are doing a stellar job always, keeping the villages looking tidy and presentable to 
passers-by and we understand the effort required to do this. Thank you for all your hard work and we hope that with 
the help of the wider community you can bring more beneficial projects to fruition.




