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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as such na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór Cearthu Na Cloiche.  It 
has been some time since your adjudicator last adjudicated Coolaney / Rockfield - what a delight to be back! We 
arrived at the village along with throngs of walkers!  It was the Sligo Camino - It was too busy for adjudication, so 
you may be glad to learn that we left and returned another day!  You are fortunate to have a strong committee 
backed by a large cohort of volunteers. It is really heartening to hear that you have been able to attract some new 
volunteers particularly those with green fingers! You continue to engage with many agencies and organisations and 
are supported by many businesses with your annual summer raffle. Given the current pressures on local businesses 
it is good to mention them (O’Grady’s Shop, Jackson’s Hotel, Kevin Egan Valeting Service, Fresh Today 
Supermarket, The Mill Pharmacy, Bella & Brava Restaurant, PK Meats, Lipsett Fuels, Atlantic Window Cleaning, 
Mulberry Window Cleaning, Flair Hair, Sligo Fencing Company, Home 4 u Valeting Service) and extend our thanks 
for their continued support of the TidyTowns movement in Coolaney Rockfield.  You continue to have a good 
relationship with Rockfield National School and their Green Schools Committee and the local Foroige group. We 
thought that you may have had a Junior TidyTowns committee in the past? Perhaps this has went to the wayside.  
Safeguarding requirements make this very onerous for many groups. Continue to build upon your good relationships 
with Rockfield National School and their Green Schools Committee and the local Foroige group. Thank you for 
including your 5-Year Plan. We like that you communicate with the community via your Facebook page and have a 
suggestion box in the village, but we query if you could go a step further by conducting an online survey to obtain 
their views and opinions on your planned projects. Also, worth bearing in mind is the requirement to try and link your 
projects to the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) – you could do this in your 5 Year Plan or by making the 
linkages in your application.
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Indeed, like other villages across the country you have several unoccupied and dilapidated buildings that need 
attention. There are two key buildings that need attention, the large building on Main Street (works seem to be 
ongoing) that is very visible from the Community Park and another building and stretch of land with ‘no tresspassing’ 
signs.  This is out with the control of a TidyTowns committee. Under the Government's Rebuilding Ireland Action 
Plan on Housing and Homelessness, the Repair and Leasing Scheme has been introduced to assist property 
owners in bringing vacant properties back into use for social housing purposes. A similar measure entitled the Buy 
and Renew Scheme supports local authorities in purchasing and renewing housing units in need of repair which can 
then be made available for social housing use. Have you engaged with Sligo County Council in relation the derelict 
buildings in Coolaney Village? The Derelict Sites Act 1990 imposes a general duty on every owner and occupier of 
land to take all reasonable steps to ensure that the land does not become, or continue to be, a derelict site. The Act 
also imposes a duty on local authorities to take all reasonable steps, including the exercise of appropriate statutory 
powers, to ensure that any land within their functional area does not become, or continue to be, a derelict site. 
Perhaps enquire what actions the Council are currently doing in relation to the Coolaney Rockfield area. We noted 
that the Council are demolishing two single storey dwellings on Green Road and building new houses here. It is very 
positive for the village that the Fresh Today shop has recently opened in the previously unoccupied large unit at the 
Mill Centre building. 
Construction of the Bicycle Pump Track in the Community Park was noted.  Café Fia in here looks well.  Some 
buildings such as the Coolaney Chinese Takeaway and the Henry Hall would benefit from a fresh coat of paint. 
Rockfield School, Church of the Sacred Heart and St Joseph and the Mountain Inn all looked well on adjudication 
day.
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land to take all reasonable steps to ensure that the land does not become, or continue to be, a derelict site. The Act 
also imposes a duty on local authorities to take all reasonable steps, including the exercise of appropriate statutory 
powers, to ensure that any land within their functional area does not become, or continue to be, a derelict site. 
Perhaps enquire what actions the Council are currently doing in relation to the Coolaney Rockfield area. We noted 
that the Council are demolishing two single storey dwellings on Green Road and building new houses here. It is very 
positive for the village that the Fresh Today shop has recently opened in the previously unoccupied large unit at the 
Mill Centre building. 
Construction of the Bicycle Pump Track in the Community Park was noted.  Café Fia in here looks well.  Some 
buildings such as the Coolaney Chinese Takeaway and the Henry Hall would benefit from a fresh coat of paint. 
Rockfield School, Church of the Sacred Heart and St Joseph and the Mountain Inn all looked well on adjudication 
day.

You have received a very large grant via the Department of Rural and Community Development, Project 2040 
money, to make improvements to the three bridges and railings along the River Walk. We enjoyed this walk on 
adjudication day. We met many others along the route therefore it’s good to note this is a well utilised walkway and 
that many others enjoy it too.  We like how you recognise those who have donated to projects in the village via the 
likes of the plaques detailing the patrons etc. The metal millennium cross was noted, and we can recall the wooden 
one it replaced.  The memorial monument was well presented, and we note you had recently cleaned the paving 
around it. The climbing sweet peats along the Main Street and the nearby water feature looks well. The sweet peas 
are a little different and add good interest. Well done.  Adjudicators don’t like planting at the base of trees but it 
works quite well in Coolaney given the plant choices, other adjudicators with horticulture expertise may not agree, 
this is something your adjudicator will liaise with the wider adjudication panel with regards to. Planting under the 
base of trees is a topical area on the national adjudication panel. You have a variety of plants under trees in differing 
locations.  In this adjudicators opinion the wildflowers at the base of trees in the road median work, however the jury 
is out on the planting of annuals at the base of trees along the street. Is it necessary?  It looks rather unnatural in 
your rural village setting. Planting at the shrub beds near the bridge is excellent and this area looks very well on this 
this approach to the village.

You have embraced the Pollinator Plan in several ways such as your ‘No Mow May’ and purposely leaving exposed 
clay around the Cuil Aine stone sign in the Community Park for burrowing bees.  The ‘Pardon the Weeds’ signage 
looks well and creates awareness to the passer-by on pollinators and the need to provide habitats and protect them. 
Bear in mind this category encourages committees to raise understanding and awareness of the natural amenities 
in your area with visitors and the local community.  Engagement through wildlife walks and talks, dawn chorus 
events, etc usually appeal to young and old.  Given your fabulous river walk amenity along the Owen Beg River we 
would have liked to have seen inclusion of some awareness raising events perhaps around the value of this natural 
resource. Consider engagement with the Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) and the Inland Fisheries 
whom you have mentioned elsewhere in your application. To compete at the top of this competition you need to 
further engage with your local communities and get them involved and engaged with caring and conserving your 
local biodiversity.

You got a great turn out for your clean-up, attracting circa 50 people including members of Coolaney United who 
supported this initiative.  Like a lot of other towns and villages there is still litter awareness to do when unfortunately, 
you are cleaning up the likes of dumped tv’s and doors.  Dog fouling on the grass along the River Walk is a bit of an 
issue. We stopped to write up some adjudication notes at one of your newly erected seats and narrowly missed 
stepping in dog foul.  More was noted then after this.  Bus Eireann bus stop signage is getting quite rusty and one is 
rather battered – are these due to be replaced/upgraded soon? If not perhaps a fresh coat of paint would enhance. 
Seating in places such as near the ‘Wildflower Garden’ are in need or painting.

Little free library was noted. We felt that this could potentially be better situated, perhaps in the Community Park.  
The plant exchange idea from the Scoil Chroist Ri National School student is a great idea but your timeline was for 
summer 2022 (outside this adjudication period), so make sure to include this project next year. We note that you are 
encouraging people to reuse their shopping bags and you sell re-useable coffee cups branded with the Coolaney 
Rockfield Tidy Towns name and logo which supports the Conscious Cup Campaign. We feel that you need to be a 
little more ambitious with this category. So many visitors were in your village for the Camino, how could you 
encourage the organising committee make this a more sustainable event. Could you hold a community event during 
Climate Action Week? Some TidyTowns groups are developing their own Sustainability Charter and Sustainability 
Plans. Perhaps some direction like this would assist your group.

There are a large number of well-presented properties and we noted a few spectacular gardens along the main 
thoroughfares. The. The estate clean-up days organised by the various residents’ groups ensure that the 
presentation within estates was generally good.  The paved areas of Radhairc na Habhainn are still a bit weeding in 
places. It is good that old, damaged footpaths at Horseshoe Crescent and Mountain Crescent have been upgraded 
with accessibility to the fore.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Generally, the streets look well, the bridge and the tree planting in the middle of the main street are memorable.  
The pedestrian crossing at the end of the Riverwalk was noted.  Works to progress the proposed Coolaney to 
Rockfield footpath and cycle-lane are ongoing in the background. We hope this will come to fruition next year. 
Please conduct a signage audit, some road signs may need washed while others may need replaced.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You are commended for all the arduous work and year-round effort and maintenance your committee does. The 
competition is fierce at the top and your adjudicator feels you need a bit of guidance to hit the higher echelons of the 
competition. Consult with Sligo County Council and see what financial assistance they can offer your group, 
perhaps in terms of social media training (stakeholder engagement is paramount) or in terms of in TidyTowns 
reports such as a Sustainability Plan or Local Biodiversity Action Plan. As mentioned, your 5-Year plan could be 
re-vamped to include the SDGs.


