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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór Cliafuine. We are 
pleased to learn that you have ten dedicated TidyTowns committee members who receive support from an 
additional fifteen to twenty people with day-to-day tasks and up to eight volunteers with large-scale clean-ups. This 
is healthy community volunteering for a village of your size. We note that the village is a Text Alert area so your 
community can receive alerts advising them of suspicious or criminal activity in your area. You receive support from 
many local community groups and local public bodies and are also supported by Cliffoney Celtic FC and many of 
the local businesses.  Your communications are via several mediums including the Church and school newsletter, 
word of mouth, and the Cliffoney Community Forum on Facebook which has approaching six hundred members. 
We noted from one of your social media posts that you have a dedicated email address for the community to offer 
their assistance and get involved - this is advantageous. We think it is wonderful that you have teacher 
representatives from the school on the committee. We gather from your application that there has been the recent 
establishment of a Men’s Shed in the village. There would appear to be a reinvigoration of community spirit which 
will be beneficial to all. Keep up the good work. You do not appear to have developed a TidyTowns plan as yet, 
perhaps you could liaise with Sligo County Council or Sligo LEADER Partnership for support with this, or procure 
consultancy assistance if funds allow. You can also embark on this yourself if you wish. This need not be 
professionally prepared but can be a simple list of your aims and objectives and a clear timeline for projects under 
each competition category over the period of the plan.  Reduce the workload by dividing the competition categories 
between a few of the committee members.  Consulting with the wider community and taking on board all views and 
visions for your village is also a key element of this process. Your adjudicator believes that the preparation of a 
TidyTowns plan will help focus your work programmes and projects year on year.
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Presentation of the buildings along the street are generally good. The Church of St Molaise is a key building in the 
village that occupies a prominent position in the village, set back from road a little on an elevated site.  Across the 
road, bingo was just getting underway in the Hall and the colourful array of planters and hanging baskets were 
admired. The Guinness-inspired surfers and horses wall mural on the gable of O’Donnell’s Bar is very eye-catching 
and apt, given that the bar is famous for its excellent Guinness. We also noted McCloins Funeral Home, Harrisons 
favourably for their presentation. There is a building beside Harrison’s that needs attention.
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We note that you do not have any community parks or community green spaces in Cliffoney? Perhaps the provision 
of a community green space could be considered as a long-term action in your development plan. We note that you 
have planted native sapling trees in communal areas in housing estates, at the national school and provided to 
households to plant in their gardens. Indeed, you are fortunate to have a qualified Horticulturalist on the committee.
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of a community green space could be considered as a long-term action in your development plan. We note that you 
have planted native sapling trees in communal areas in housing estates, at the national school and provided to 
households to plant in their gardens. Indeed, you are fortunate to have a qualified Horticulturalist on the committee.

We like that you are creating habitats for local wildlife in bed and communal spaces in estates and the promotion of 
ecological corridors throughout the village is welcomed. Furthermore, your continued adaption to chemical free 
weed control in the village and shared spaces is in line with our recommendations. Conservation and education are 
key to doing well in this competition category.  Conservation: such as maintaining and conserving important wildlife 
areas; and Education: educating and creating awareness amongst the local stakeholders about the flora and fauna 
and local wildlife heritage on your doorstep.  Therefore, we like that you have been raising awareness of the 
Trawalua Beach Special Area of Conservation and its butterfly fauna.

The Crafter Basket car park would benefit from a good weeding. Perhaps this is a project TidyTowns could assist 
the owners with.  We note that many individuals litter pick their own roads and townlands in and around Cliffoney via 
the ‘Adopt a Townland’ initiative which is positive, and we thank them for their efforts. The Clean-Ups conducted by 
the new Cliffoney Environmental Group established in 2021 are in line with this element of the competition. Your 
adjudicator wonders why this group and the TidyTowns group are not one and the same as there should be many 
synergies and benefits with being under the one umbrella organisation.

We can move towards a more sustainable future when awareness turns into action.  That’s why educating and 
creating awareness in relation to sustainability, reducing, reusing and recycling, scarcity of our natural resources etc 
is important. Individually, citizens can play their part through their homes, workplaces, their travel and consumer 
choices.  Some actions are already underway in Cliffoney primarily with the national school children leading the 
way. It is heartening to see the Green Flag flying proudly at the school and read about the great work being done 
with the school’s organic garden, composter and rainwater harvester.  Bringing the younger generation along with 
you on the TidyTowns journey is important and the competition promotes engagement with the local schools.  This 
year the school children have been working on the sustainable travel theme and we note the excellent work they 
conducted in relation to vehicle numbers and speeding through the village culminating in increased Gardai presence 
in the village and an invitation to present their findings to Sligo County Council in February past – fabulous. We note 
that you pick up a lot of discarded coffee cups and drinks cans during your litter picks. Ireland is preparing to change 
the way it recycles with its upcoming deposit return scheme (DRS). This works in that a deposit is placed on 
single-use drinks containers and refunded to the consumer when s/he returns the bottles and cans for recycling. 
The aim of a DRS is to increase recycling rates and reduce drinks container litter – you may be pleased to hear. 
Once it come’s into law it will be an exciting step in the country’s transition to a more circular economy and it will 
give retailers a much more visible and vital role in the recycling process. We wonder if you could start to engage 
with the shop in relation to promotion of the Conscious Cup Campaign and promote the use of Keep Cups in the 
village as a deterrent to the many coffee cups used. Currently on the Conscious Cup Map there are no outlets 
supporting the initiative between Bundoran and Sligo. Check out: https://consciouscup.ie/.  The Cliffoney Country 
Market facilitating the promotion of local produce to the community and visiting tourists is apt and encourages 
people to buy local and seasonal products.

We visited a number of well-presented housing estates including: Brookfield Estate, Ceol na Mara, Sycamore 
Heights, Sea View Park and The Willows. Sycamore Heights had a well maintained communal green area and 
individual properties looked well maintained. The colourful shrubbery at the entrance to Sea View Park was a nice 
addition. Is there a laneway from Sea View connecting to other estates? Grass is being dumped near trees in The 
Willows, this is untidy and the residents should consider making a composter in the vicinity so that they could all use 
the compost or take the grass cuttings for composting to a local Household Recycling Centre. A Master Composter 
training course is available to community groups via the EPA funded Stop Food Waste initiative. For more 
information see https://stopfoodwaste.ie/resources/communities/master-composter-training. Within Ceol na Mara 
some tree stays could be removed as they are no longer required to support a tree of that size. We thank all the 
Residents Associations that have continued to maintain their own communal areas. We would have liked to see 
some details on the gardening workshops in conjunction with your horticulturalist and BMG - what was covered, how 
many attended etc.

The planter to the north of the village that was developed in conjunction with the Men's Shed was noted. We like 
how the work was carried out to ensure the original stone wall kept its integrity and beauty, as we agree with you 
that it was a hidden feature on the approach road into the village. The sky-blue coloured seating and planters were 
noted in the village. We note that you do clean-ups and litter picks along the main road both north and south of the 
village and down the Burrough Road. We hope your committee can use the data and the work initiated by the 
primary school children to lobby for the installation of speed deterrents in the village.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You have made a good start in the National TidyTowns Competition to date with this only being your second year of 
entry.  To help you on your way we have set out observations and recommendations based on our adjudication visit 
and we hope they will be useful as you plan your work programmes for the year ahead.  We wish you well with your 
endeavours and future projects. Well done!
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