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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór An Cheathrú. 
Carraroe and District Regeneration Association are welcomed to the competition. Thank you for your application 
form and Action Plan. We note that this plan is due for renewal, and we hope you will include an element of wider 
community consultation when developing your new projects and programmes for 2023 and onwards. Your projects 
cover a large area of ground around the Carraroe area, as we found the boundary not that well defined, we thought 
it was hard to establish a real sense of place or a delineation of where your area starts and finishes.  We like that 
you dedicate a set evening (Wednesday) to work on your projects and the invitation to get involved in your work is 
extended to everyone. You also involve work with many local organisations and businesses. It is positive that 
several local garden centres support your work.  You are to be commended for your variety of communication 
methods. The importance of communication, engagement and awareness raising with your stakeholders is crucial to 
the success of any organisation.  We found the Carraroe Area map at the Lake much more useful than the one 
submitted with your application form.
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St. John’s Church and the community centre were admired. It was morning mass on the day we adjudicated so the 
area was busy. We wall mural on the gable of the community centre depicting Tobernalt Holy Well is fabulous.  Well 
done for commissioning this as it creates a visual link from the Parish grounds to the sacred site. Lovely planting 
was admired at the front of the Carraroe National School. The derelict building near the school was noted – an 
update on what the Council is doing in relation to this would be helpful to include with your submission next year. St. 
Johns FC is a great community facility with grass and astroturf pitches. A footpath from the community centre and 
school would make it more accessible. We did think that the roadside verges grasses at the entrance to the playing 
pitches could be cut back a little to facilitate a safer egress. The map stand at the Holywell was in place but was 
empty. The old Lakeview National School building is attractive.
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We noticed weeds had been sprayed at the entrance to St. Johns, this is not recommended as we encourage 
TidyTowns communicates to embrace the recommendations of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. This report 
https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Alternatives-to-herbicides-a-guide-for-the-amenity-sector.pdf will 
hopefully guide you and your stakeholders. The Holywell area is very well cared for and maintained. Many visitors 
were in attendance when we stopped by. The noticeboard was informative, and your adjudicator subsequently 
learned from the website that it is maintained by St. John's Parish. We wish to extend our thanks to the parishioners 
who are committed to this ancient site and who ensure it continues to be a special place of reflection and serenity. 
Your landscaped area at the weighbridge was admired and we like that you are moving away from annual bedding. 
You have also added more seating to this area.
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learned from the website that it is maintained by St. John's Parish. We wish to extend our thanks to the parishioners 
who are committed to this ancient site and who ensure it continues to be a special place of reflection and serenity. 
Your landscaped area at the weighbridge was admired and we like that you are moving away from annual bedding. 
You have also added more seating to this area.

The working partnership with Coillte is paying dividends and we were pleased to visit the recently installed picnic 
area at Cairns Forest Recreation Area. As you recognise the linkage to Doorly Park is useful and opens the town to 
the forest trails and the views of Lough Gill fantastic. You have two key projects planned which we believe will help 
you move forward in this category. A habitat survey and the  development of a Biodiversity Action Plan will help 
inform and focus your work programmes and the work with the River Basin Trust /Association for Sligo Bay 
Catchment including Lough Gill should help to raise awareness amongst the local community of the importance of 
catchment management, educate on flora, fauna, biodiversity, habitat, access, pollution and any other issues that 
impact their river catchment, such as climate change, acid rain, litter and underlying social problems leading to 
environmental decline.  You are already doing this including the likes of the poster erected at the Slipway identifying 
Nature around Lough Gill and your collaboration with the national school pupils also.

The area at the bottle banks were clean and tidy. We noted that the wall at the green in the vicinity of the school 
requires repairing. There are three containers creating an eyesore across from the church carpark. Can these be 
removed?  If the owner has discarded the containers, these are waste materials. (Waste is defined in law as 
something which a holder discards, intends to discard or is required to discard). Litter control was good on 
adjudication day, and we note you conduct regular litter patrols. Thanks to the volunteers who take ownership of 
weekly litter picking on designated roads and bring the accumulations to the Community Centre for disposal.

Perhaps you have not quite got to grips with this category or what it is about and that may be the reason why your 
application is sparse in this category.  This category asks participants to consider how they are contributing to 
making their community more sustainable, ‘greener’ and encouraging better use of our natural resources.  When we 
talk about the community we include residents, schools, business and industry – everyone can play a small part.  
For you as a Community Regeneration Association your adjudicator suggests you could be promoting various 
initiatives under this category such as: 
- shop local campaigns;
- GIY – grow it yourself initiatives and community allotments;
- sustainable travel initiatives such as park and rides, car sharing, local link bus, cycle to work, promotion of public 
transport, facilitate more use of the train rather than taking the car etc; 
- green technologies; and 
- resource efficiency, water and energy etc.  
For example, installing a water butt at the community centre for use on your landscaping areas, have you installed 
any energy saving measures at the community centre? You could encourage greater participation in recycling and 
promote Irelands Recycling List and the www.mywaste.ie website to residents. Consider ways in which you can 
assist the community move further up the waste management hierarchy towards waste minimisation, which is 
focused on prevention and actions that reduce or stop waste being created, such as awareness raising, reuse, 
repair and refurbishment.  Furthermore, familiarise yourself with the UN Sustainable Development Goals and see 
how you can incorporate these into your projects and programmes. We liked your library at the weighbridge area 
which promotes sharing and reuse.

The wooden signage at Chestnut Grove was admired. Many residents were out and about painting and sweeping 
which is good to see. Are there residents’ associations in Oaklawn or The Hawthorns that you can get involved in 
your work programmes.

The roundabout’s floral display was very impactful off the main junction and its good to see perennials here also.  
Previous reports have made reference to a new footpath under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme but your 
adjudicator was unsure of what this was in reference to.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

CADRA are doing great work in the Carraroe area. We thank you for your endeavours this year and wish you 
continued success as you build upon your work.   You have several key proposals in the pipeline, and we wish you 
and the wider community every success with these.


