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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. We are pleased to 
learn that you have six very dedicated members involved in your TidyTowns committee and are assisted by fifteen) 
other volunteers, that is healthy numbers for a village of your size. We are heartened to hear you describe your 
volunteers as extremely dedicated, energetic and enthusiastic and it is positive that your volunteering efforts and 
activities are now back to pre-pandemic levels. You were fortunate to be able to host the Minister of Justice, Social 
Protection, Community and Rural Development and the Islands, Heather Humphreys TD, to the village in March to 
officially open the Carney Trail. We do not underestimate the work and input required to have the village looking its 
best and ensuring the visit runs smoothly. Thank you for including your TidyTowns multi annual plan. Perhaps this 
could be incorporated into a document that could be shared amongst your stakeholders and shared on social 
media. Also worthy of mention is the emphasis on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  Linking your work 
to the SDGs is something to consider.  You may be interested to learn about a series of workshops ran by Limerick 
City and County Council, one of which concentrated on the 17 SDGs giving various examples of typical TidyTowns 
projects that link to each of the goals.  Please only include information for the adjudication year on your application 
form next year. While some background information is helpful, perhaps there was slightly too much emphasis on 
historical achievement in your application form particularly under this section.
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We noted that there was upgrading of footpaths and streetlights within the village and that a dedicated bay had 
been demarcated for buses near Laura’s Restaurant. The frontage of Laura’s Restaurant and Bar and Batty’s Bar 
are well maintained and enhanced with flower boxes and baskets. The large Oakfield Park GAA pitch is a great 
facility, and we like how it links to the Loop Trail. We liked the Ivy House on the Main Street.
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The Carney River Park is a delightful tranquil spot with picnic benches and seats to allow the community to enjoy it. 
Can the area to the right of the entrance be screened off, is this private property or community owned?  There was a 
lovely planting display at the Ballygligan Corner. We note that the fence opposite Laura’s Bar and Restaurant has 
been replaced but queried the decision to erect poles for the purpose of hanging baskets to enhance the area. 
Given your rural location we would consider native hedgerows and further planting of trees to be more appropriate 
as part of your landscaping projects rather than additional hanging baskets.  Hedgerows act as corridors for the 
movement of wildlife, provide nesting areas and seed banks.  We like the quirky floral displays on the old bikes as 
these add interest.  Consider a policy of planting directly into the ground were available rather than the overuse of 
planter and boxes. Edible plants, herbs, fruit and nut gardens can all be considered under this category.
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these add interest.  Consider a policy of planting directly into the ground were available rather than the overuse of 
planter and boxes. Edible plants, herbs, fruit and nut gardens can all be considered under this category.

The Carney Looped Trail is a great facility which we walked. We liked the information board, which had a great 
illustrative map of carney and lots of interesting detail.  We hope you can get an updated Biodiversity Action Plan in 
place with the guidance of the Sligo Heritage Officer and Woodrow Sustainable Solutions. Do you know if the bird 
and bat boxes you have installed to date being used? Continue to embrace your herbicide and pesticide free 
approach to weed control and plant care. You have a good workload in this category.  Bear in mind this category 
encourages committees to raise understanding and awareness of the natural amenities in your area with visitors 
and the local community.  Engagement through wildlife walks and talks, dawn chorus events, etc usually appeal to 
young and old.

You participate in the annual An Taisce Spring Clean usually every April and it is good to learn that you get good 
support for this from the community. You also encourage each household to maintain the public areas outside their 
homes and to collect waste on an individual basis, while out walking in the local area, indeed we saw this in action 
during our visit! A lady was picking litter at the Ballygligan Corner. Some litter was noted near the picnic benches at 
the park which is somewhat disappointing given the ample bin provision here.  Lissadell Coast Care Group do great 
work and we are pleased you can work together and achieve more. You mention the ‘Leave No Trace’ 10km in 
relation to litter – could you make this more sustainable in other ways also, such as providing water refill stations, 
reusable cups instead of water etc. Undergrounding of overhead cables is a project the community should lobby for 
and consider for long-term planning.

We noted solar panels on a house in Sliabh Mor, we wonder if the owners would like to give a talk to the community 
on how they are finding them? More of us will be required to make the switch to renewable energy sources if Ireland 
is to realise its net carbon zero ambitions. You could also raise awareness of the various grants available from 
Sustainable Energy Ireland etc or get your local Sustainable Energy Community Representative to present to your 
community. There is a contact at Sligo SEC (Sligo IT) who may be willing to collaborate and share knowledge. 
Furthermore, given the anticipated sharp rise in energy prices an event or information on raising awareness of 
energy saving measures and initiatives may be very welcomed by the community. While you have given a good 
description of the composting project we wonder if the composting unit at the River amenity area is used. It did not 
appear to be frequently used. Perhaps a refresh on composting or enrolment on a master composter course could 
be considered. There may also be waste permitting issues with encouraging the community to compost here so we 
suggest keeping this for TidyTowns project use. The Carney TidyTowns mini library was noted.

We visited several residential estates on adjudication day: Elm Court was judged favourably.  There is a tree down 
in Cloch Oir that could be replaced. Continue to liaise with the residents of the local housing estates via the various 
residents’ associations and encourage the maintenance and upkeep of such areas.

Approach roads are well maintained. You have quite a number of planters bearing the Carney name. Perhaps 
spread these out in various locations in and around the village. We admired the traditional Carney name signs and 
thank you for maintaining these. We noted the extended footpath out towards Lissadell.   Some roads (including the 
Main Street) have been resurfaced which is always welcomed.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Congratulations on a great year of effort. We hope you can keep the momentum up and make similar improvements 
for next year. Good luck with your future endeavours.


