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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór Baile an Mhóta. You 
are to be commended for your dedication to the TidyTowns movement in Ballymote, over 30 years of community 
activism has seen great advancements and noticeable year on year improvement.  We like that you work with other 
groups and organisations in Ballymote.  Well done to those who have formed the Working Group ‘Breathing Life into 
Ballymote’ we wish them well in their endeavours and it is heartening that Ballymote TidyTowns can play their part 
in the years ahead. Having a formalised committee with community experience such as yours surely assists in grant 
applications. Your TidyTowns Plan in Excel format is fit for your purpose, but we wonder if you could develop a plan 
for circulation around your residents, wider community, and your various stakeholders.  An easy-to-follow plan of 
action that lets the community know about your projects (on-going and planned) and provides details of how they 
can get involved or lend a hand would be ideal. This could be a project completed in conjunction with the wider 
community focus groups. You should also extend your TidyTowns Plan to include projects under every competition 
category. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) now form an integral part of the SuperValu TidyTowns 
competition and the goals have been aligned to each of the eight competition categories - we note you have tried to 
consider how your projects link to the SDGs in the Plan provided. Thanks for also getting involved with the Book of 
Sligo project and your successful delivery of 400 books as part of the county-wide initiative celebrating the 1500th 
anniversary of the birth of Colmcille, this really embodied the importance of community connections when the local 
community groups delivered these books door-to-door.  Communication via social media is strong and we thank you 
for providing the very informative social media insights – the data on reach and engagement is excellent and we 
hope you continue to gather this data. We would encourage you to get some youth representation on the committee 
if possible.
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The new Primary Day Care & Mental Health Centre is impressive and the landscaped area adjacent to the entrance 
looks well particularly with the well positioned trees. Work was ongoing at Corran College. We noted the mural 
refreshed at the derelict cottage on Grattan Street and the mural and swing seat and general high level of 
presentation at Chillin’ Time caught our eye. Colourful flowers enhanced Gormleys and the presentation of 
O’Sullivan and Son’s Butchers was fresh and bright. Doddys and the garda station also were noted positively for 
their strong presentation. Dwyer’s shopfront is attractive, and we felt that it would be worthy for it to be retained and 
refurbished. It was good to see that two of the window’s to the front of Kane’s SuperValu were not covered over with 
window stickers which is usually the norm. We see that there is a new civic space and car park is proposed. The 
Mart site was generally fine but could be improved with some weeding and a touching up of the green paint in 
places. The Municipal Building sign would benefit from being washed or painted.
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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Awarded 2022
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places. The Municipal Building sign would benefit from being washed or painted.

The community of Ballymote are very fortunate to enjoy good quality interconnecting walkable green spaces. We 
walked a large section of the Heritage Trial which took in the Town Park with its fairy garden, the Castle and the 
Corn Mill. The steel beam from the New York Twin Towers was noted at one of the entrances to the Park. The new 
formal planting and landscaping around the Michael Doyle statue stands our on Teeling Street - well done for 
bringing this to fruition. Some metal tree guards on the streets are no longer required, such as outside Margaret’s 
Upholstery. The picnic areas in the park was noted.

You referenced the plan in relation to N & M indexes in first column. Unfortunately, this was not helpful during 
adjudication nor could your adjudicator see any inclusions in Column A. That said, we were able to follow your tabs 
named ‘Open’ and ‘Completed’. It would be easier for the adjudicator if you provided the information as requested 
on the competition form which would allow more time to judge your town on foot. We see that biodiversity training is 
being initiated via Sligo PPN and two members completed this. Have you a Biodiversity Action Plan for the town? 
Perhaps this is something you could progress to help you focus on a clear plan of action. We like that you use social 
media to provide tips and ideas to householders in relation to nature, biodiversity and environmental issues.

The Bring Banks located at Tower Hill were clean and well presented. The post box at the entrance to the train 
station would benefit from a fresh coat of paint. In the park near the band stand some litter was noted around the 
grass and further along litter was noted in the stream. Dog foul was also noted on the grass near the Castle. Do you 
conduct any awareness raising around dog fouling? The green dog walkers initiative may be of interest, contact the 
Council to see if they will support you with a ‘Bag it, Bin it’ campaign. You seem to have embarked on upgrading 
and replacing some of the seating within the parks – this should be continued as some need painting or replacing.

Again, reference was made to ‘plan N & M indexes in first column’ rather than a description of projects relating to 
how you make your centre more sustainable and reduce your environmental impact. From the excel spreadsheet 
provided we see that you are introducing more sustainable gardening practices such as water in an intermediate 
bulk container adapted to collect rainwater and mounted to a trailer for watering your planted areas. You are also 
recycling and or reusing the plastic plant pots. Promotion of second-hand clothes shops and charity shops can be 
included in this category, and we noted Essential Seconds Charity. Furthermore, encouraging the secondary school 
pupils to move away from fast fashion and embrace peer to peer second hand marketplaces, clothing rental, 
teaching clothing care and repair, refashion and upcycling etc are ideas that could be taken forward with a youth 
project. We note that you have also been promoting the need for donations to the Sligo Food and Furniture Bank. 
The IFA farm plastic collection at Ballymote Mart was being advertised on the local radio at the time of adjudication. 
This is another project that is acceptable under this competition category.

We visited several housing estates and have provided some general commentary below. Entry to a field entrance at 
The Downs could be tidied up. Some weeding is required within Bothair an Cor and in Hillview Drive. At Tower Hill 
we thought there was great potential for the addition of climbing plants along the walls, and trees/shrubs on the 
communal green. Likewise, there is potential to increase the biodiversity of the green by planting pollinator friendly 
species in Castlegrove and opportunities within Castleburn to let the grass grow a littler longer and wilder to 
establish native species. We noted a social media post of your raising awareness of the wild marsh orchid, this is in 
line with our recommendation to let some grow wild. Signage to raise awareness of flora and pollinators can help 
with awareness raising.  How do you engage with the various residential estates? Are there representatives from 
the larger estates on your committee? We like that you encourage their presentation by running a Tidy Estates 
competition to encourage residents to take an active role in improving the physical appearance of their estate.

The approach from Collooney has an attractive stone wall running the length of the estate and works well, hedging 
is also good at Ballymote Celtic, as you approach town from this direction boundary fences get a little ricketier and 
in need of repair in places. We noted damaged and dirty road signage in a few locations – perhaps you could do a 
signage audit and provide the findings to the local area roads engineer in Sligo County Council. The nice water 
pump feature was noted on the roadside in the direction of Bunanaddan. Pedestrian crossings near Colaiste Mhuire 
are fading and could be brightened up.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You have great scope and potential for improvement in many of the competition categories. As an outsider, it feels 
that Ballymote is on the cusp of change. The community consultation poster was noted during the adjudication. We 
hope that this new core group of volunteers can move forward and bring positive change to Ballymote.  Supported 
by the TidyTowns related work conducted by Ballymote Tidy Towns and Tourism Limited we feel this can ensure a 
sustainable and thriving community. Best wishes for the future.




