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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór  Baile Easa Dara. Your 
committee are to be congratulated for the improvements being made year on year in Ballisodare.  Your band of 
volunteers is steadily expanding which is great to see.  You organise annual village clean ups twice per year which 
appear to be well supported by the local community. Perhaps a few more large-scale community clean-up initiatives 
may be required to focus the community’s attention improving the littering in and around the town. Ongoing 
communication and engagement via all mediums are important and pivotal to keeping momentum and community 
interest in your work projects.  Don’t be afraid to shout about your successes. The TidyTowns Newsletter circulated 
by the Department is a good forum to start doing so. There was no reference to a TidyTowns multi-annual plan. The 
cornerstone of the TidyTowns programme is the preparation of a multi-annual plan, which should outline your 
actions and intentions for the forthcoming number of years, normally three.  Your plan should represent a shared 
vision of what the TidyTowns programme can achieve for your town.
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The appearance of the Mill Apartment has improved which may be attributed to its recent painting. It is such a 
shame the locals have been enduring this unoccupied and derelict building for so long, but that is out with the 
powers of a TidyTowns committee. Nearby the Holy Trinity Church of Ireland, dating back to 1840 stands out on the 
streetscape, set with a large, grassed graveyard. The weir is an interesting reminder of the industrial heritage of 
Ballisodare. Along the Main Street there are a number of well-presented business premises and ones that caught 
the adjudicators eye included Salus Beauty Clinic, O’Connors Bar and Guys and Dolls. Tempo Café makes great 
use of the architectural important detached three-bay two-storey roughcast house with its lovely red sash windows, 
the coordinated red outside chairs tie in nicely.
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There appears to have been some upgrading works carried out at the Sally Gardens Walkway and Amenity Area 
and the Grotto area. Due to the windfarm component haul through the town, you have removed the planters at the 
Grotto which is very understandable. The landscaped area that includes the planted boat at St, Fechin’s is very well 
maintained and showed a lovely display of colour on adjudication day, you have used planters, boxes and the old 
bike to very good effect here.  We were delighted to read that the spring perennials planted at Scott’s Corner 
bloomed wonderfully hopefully they do even better for you next Spring also.
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This category is about sharing information on wildlife and habitats with the local community; however, it is important 
to have a good understanding of the local flora, fauna and their habitats to allow you to do this successfully. We are 
delighted to hear that you have established a Biodiversity Team under the guidance of a local professional 
ecologist. It would be prudent to begin with a local habitat survey, your committee can do this yourselves, guided by 
Aoife. Many other TidyTowns Groups have a Biodiversity Plan with planned projects - this will help you guide your 
future work in this category. To date, you have been embracing the recommendations in the Pollinator Plan and are 
striving to increase the biodiversity habitats in the area.  The Scott’s Corner Pollinator area was noticed.  We like 
how you have used signage to create awareness of this to the passer-by.

Unfortunately, litter was the worse seen in County Sligo this year. There was a lot of rubbish outside Roberto’s 
Takeaway and around the bus stop. When finishing up adjudication we noticed the litter warden present and taking 
photos of this area. We understand that dumping of private household waste in public litter bins has been a massive 
problem in the town and was the reason why a number of bins have been removed. It is a difficult situation. Is there 
CCTV cameras in these prominent areas?  We noted significant litter black spots at the seating area near 
SuperValu. Litter was also present along the forest/River walk and between the Main Street and Union Walk. The 
amount of litter present on adjudication day was staggering. Your application form refers to the secondary school 
pupils performing regular litter patrols in the village. Perhaps a rota is required to ensure the litter patrol continue 
when school is out and over the summer months?  There is no single answer – especially when it comes to littering. 
Research tells us that littering is a complex, context-specific behaviour that requires a smart, context-sensitive 
approach. Please consult with Sligo County Council on this issue and engage with the enforcement team. Perhaps 
you could work in tandem to devise a local and focused communications campaign to help tackle the littering 
problem in this area.  Dog foul in bags was also noted along the Greenway Walk in places. There is a redundant 
signage frame at Carraig Abhainn that should be removed.

You should contact your local Council and enquire if anyone could assist you with this category. Enquire about the 
Community Environment Action Fund, that promotes sustainable development at a local level by funding small 
scale, non-profit environmental projects in local communities. Eligible projects support and complement national 
environmental policies such as those on Waste, Climate Change, Air, Water and Sustainable Development.  The 
clothes pod for recycling textiles was noted outside St. Johns National School. Consider ways in which you can 
assist the community move further up the waste management hierarchy towards waste minimisation, which is 
focused on prevention and actions that reduce or stop waste being created, such as awareness raising, reuse, 
repair and refurbishment.  This category also concerns promotion of resource efficiency and encompasses 
resources such as water and energy. Some ideas that other centres are working on include promotion of Grow Your 
Own or Buy Local initiatives, supporting the Conscious Cup campaign, climate literacy training, food waste 
prevention workshops and the promotion of  https://www.mywaste.ie/ .

There are several good housing estates in the town. Kerbside weeds need attention in Abbey Drive, however the 
playgrounds and park facility were very well maintained. Woodbroke Heights looked well, In Cloondara, there 
appeared to be a large expanse of green that was being rewilded.  Kerbside weeds were also noted in Salmon 
Court. There have been vast improvements in Ballisodare Centre Estate / Union Walk since this adjudicator last 
visited Ballisodare.

The welcome sign on the Ballina approach gave a good first impression with a stone ringed bed and plenty of 
colourful plants. The thatch roofed cottage and St. Brigid’s church in this vicinity were admired. The footpath 
continuing into the town was of a good standard and the water pump feature was noted. There were several 
planters sitting on grassed areas on this approach which we thought were not required. Planters work well to soften 
hard landscaping but if you have grass available its best to plant directly into the soil so perhaps these could be 
relocated to a suitable location in the town centre. Curious to find out more, we watched with interest on the 
Ballisodare Community Council Facebook page the manoeuvring required at the corner to transport the Oweninny 
Wind Farm turbine components through the town and understand that works had to be undertaken at the Ball Alley 
area to facilitate this.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Your group has been participating in community improvement for circa 40 years. What an achievement! We thank 
you for the great work you continue to do as you strive to make your town a greener and cleaner place to live.  
Perhaps some professional direction is required to help chart the way forward for your group, Sligo County Council 
should be able to assist. The river setting, and attractive infrastructure along the river, such as the weir and Bridge 
make an attractive and memorable town. We wish you well for the year ahead and hope you find the suggestions in 
this report constructive.




