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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year.  

Thank you for the work that went into assembling your entry this year.  This included a neatly completed entry form 
with a splendid cover and a copy of your new Local Biodiversity Action Plan.  More on the latter later on.  You have 
strong numbers on your committee and further volunteers that bolster your team of Wednesday Warriors! The 
annual event for the wider community is a good idea to keep everyone up to date with what’s going on.  The 
Community Tea Party sounds like a great event too.  You acknowledge the role of your community employment 
staff and that’s very important.  You utilise both traditional and social media in communications with your 
community.  You have representation on the school board and that’s a great asset too.  The specific project that you 
have identified for particular effort this year is the sensory garden in the grounds of Lisacul Church.  This is still at 
planning stage, we understand. Over 30 years of participation in Tidy Towns is amazing.  We are delighted to read 
how it has benefitted the community of Lisacul.
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Ongoing work is encouraged by your group, you tell us here.  A new project for you is a seating area with 
landscaping between the school and the church.  You have lots to maintain in this category including your Heritage 
Trail, Nature Trail and both Golden Miles. 

The National School was one of the first areas visited.  It was felt that this could be made much brighter and more 
pleasant with some simple actions and additions.  We acknowledge that there is a lot of hard surface here but 
window-boxes and planters would add colour and interest immediately.  The school could also consider murals on 
the interior playground walls or even on the building itself.  
Some information on birds nearby is in need of replacement now.  How amazing it must be to have a ringfort right 
next door to the school!  We wondered whether a more pollinator-friendly grassland management regime might be 
considered for a part of the extensive grassed areas here.  Tree-planting around the boundary of the playing field 
here would be a great addition.  The information on the ringfort here is very good.  A bracket on the church gable is 
rusting and streaking the wall.  Perhaps this could be removed.
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All of the project work reported by you here relates to maintenance and for this category, that is probably much as it 
should be.  When you have numerous planted areas, maintenance is naturally going to take up most of your time. 
You plan to phase out the use of plastic containers and replace these with wooden containers, a sound idea. 
Ongoing planning and fundraising for your sensory garden project continues. 

Your landscape planting area with the wishing well and bench is really well-kept and looked great on the day.  
Rowan, Birch and Whitebeam all add interest with extra colour from the Fuchsia.  New tree-planting, a nice little 
path and earth mound we assume are the beginnings of your Sensory Garden.  The ‘bog oak’ sculptures look great.  
Nicely maintained shrubs were noted in front of the grotto and adjacent the church and planters at the gate look very 
well.  Well done for your ongoing upkeep of the hard landscaped area at the crossroads.  The 4-tiered planter is 
very colourful and the bog wood planter looks great.  The long shrub-bed is well cared-for and Potentilla, Astilbe and 
Fuchsia will all benefit the bugs.  You could maybe consider painting the planters an alternative colour as they will 
need repainting soon.
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All of the project work reported by you here relates to maintenance and for this category, that is probably much as it 
should be.  When you have numerous planted areas, maintenance is naturally going to take up most of your time. 
You plan to phase out the use of plastic containers and replace these with wooden containers, a sound idea. 
Ongoing planning and fundraising for your sensory garden project continues. 

Your landscape planting area with the wishing well and bench is really well-kept and looked great on the day.  
Rowan, Birch and Whitebeam all add interest with extra colour from the Fuchsia.  New tree-planting, a nice little 
path and earth mound we assume are the beginnings of your Sensory Garden.  The ‘bog oak’ sculptures look great.  
Nicely maintained shrubs were noted in front of the grotto and adjacent the church and planters at the gate look very 
well.  Well done for your ongoing upkeep of the hard landscaped area at the crossroads.  The 4-tiered planter is 
very colourful and the bog wood planter looks great.  The long shrub-bed is well cared-for and Potentilla, Astilbe and 
Fuchsia will all benefit the bugs.  You could maybe consider painting the planters an alternative colour as they will 
need repainting soon.

The ‘big ticket’ item for your group in this category is your new Local Biodiversity Action Plan, a really valuable piece 
of work.  Use this to guide your projects and actions over the next few years.  Well done for carrying out consultation 
as part of this plan’s development and for disseminating it throughout the community too.  Sound principles seem to 
guide your work here including not using chemical herbicides and raising the blade for longer vegetation.  You leave 
verges untrimmed, you tell us and pollinator-friendly planting is employed.  You have a huge range of projects to 
choose from now.  It’s exciting that you have Marsh Fritillary recorded in your area.  The ‘Citizen Science’ surveys 
that you mention (e.g. the Swift survey) will provide information that will be of great use and not just for Lisacul.  A 
good entry here, well done.  We noted Ash Die-back disease during the visit so your planning should include for 
replacement trees in the near future.

Thank you for the list of 7 ongoing actions in this category.  These include regular litter-picks and the annual Spring 
Clean.  You also make sure that the cemetery is kept well and carry out weeding and repairs in conjunction with 
your community employment team.  It’s good to hear that you also pay attention to signage and its presentation.  
This is often overlooked.  The post box attached to the church wall is in need of your attention.  The Fas sign beside 
your planted area over on the school road should probably be removed now as it is very faded.

Another good entry from you in this category too.  You list a series of ongoing actions that show sound examples of 
reuse and repurposing.  New projects for you in this category include the collection of bottle tops in order to create a 
mural.  The adjudicator has seen several of these and as you know they can be really effective. Best of luck with 
this. Another new project is the engaging of a consultant to develop a Sustainability Plan for Lisacul.  This could be 
a major benefit for you and could inspire all sorts of projects and initiatives.  We look forward to hearing how this is 
developing.

We read here that you welcome the completion of development work on the estates of Lisacul.  This will bring new 
life to the village.  Well done for staying active on the issue of derelict buildings.  Ongoing communication with the 
local authority is key here.  Are there residents’ associations in your estates yet?  These would be a crucial ally for 
you in this category going forward.  The Larches estate has an uncut area that includes Hogweed, Plantains, 
Ox-eye Daisies and even Heath-spotted Orchid.  Generally the dwellings and gardens of Lisacul are neat and tidy.  
There are a couple of derelict properties but you have already explained that you are working on these.  Special 
mention must go to the two gardens at the opposite corners of the crossroads.  One is a riot of colour and the other 
has a number of statuettes.  One of these appears to have acquired a can of stout.

Here you tell us that continue to carry out a lot of work on all the approach roads to Lisacul and highlight areas of 
importance including the old pumps.  In conjunction with the local authority, the signs at the main crossroads has 
been tidied up.  Your ongoing works includes keeping the footpaths weed-free. A very well-kept ‘Welcome’ greets 
visitors arriving from the Ballaghadereen direction with Rose of Sharon and very well-kept grass.  A little bit of 
roadside planting near The Larches estate was admired, well done.  The bottle top mural on the cottage, the old 
plough and planters make a very pleasant impression here.  Some roadside fencing near the Resource Centre has 
been repaired, well done.  

A special word of appreciation for the work that must go into the upkeep of your cemetery.  It is so well-kept.  There 
is a nice planted area inside the gate and the gates themselves are also kept looking so well.  One of your two 
Golden Miles was visited.  This was a lovely walk and the natural history information (e.g. on bats) was really 
appreciated.  Lots of nice features greet visitors to your old graveyard, including the gate and stone stile.  This little 
gem feels like it is hiding in the woods here – lovely!

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done on a good entry but more importantly well done on all the work that has led up to it.  Lisacul was a really 
pleasant place to visit and the new people arriving here will surely benefit from your efforts.  Thank you all so much.
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