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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Thank you for your entry material which included a detailed but concise entry form, some photographs of progress 
in Croghan and a really well-made map that was most useful on adjudication day.  You have a strong number of 
committee members and you are well-organised it seems.  You utilise both traditional and social media and you 
work well with other Croghan community groups and the national school.  The specific project that you have 
identified for particular effort this year relates to the Village Renewal Scheme which means great improvements for 
your village.  You’ve been part of the Tidy Towns movement for 17 years and it’s great to have you taking part.  
We’re delighted that it is a cohesive project for your community.
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Thank you for the detailed information that you provided here.  We’d ask you to please list which are new projects 
(N) and which are maintained (M).  It makes it easier for an adjudicator who won’t be familiar with the recent 
projects in Cloghan.  Thank you.  Projects and initiatives listed by you here include enhanced access for wheelchair 
users at St. Michael’s Church, new facilities at the GAA grounds and construction at St. Michael’s National School.  
Your new footpaths are listed among the public spaces that have been improved and energy efficient lighting is also 
a new feature.  

The National School is a really big establishment.  We appreciate the simile, even without the towers.  Are there any 
plans for the former national school building which looks on from a little way away?  Nearer by, the Fairy Bush was 
busy and cheerfully noisy this morning.  Watch out for some loose kerbstones at the front here.  The RC church is 
quite an impressive building.  The downspout on the southern end of the front gable is blocked by vegetation.  
Clearing this might alleviate some staining as well as extending the life of the rain goods.  There is also some 
rust-staining on the former NCF building that should be addressed.  The Holy Trinity Church of Ireland church is a 
beautiful old building and it was great to read historical information on this.  The church’s own sign is in need of 
some care.  

Croghan Bar looks fantastic – really well painted and decorated with half-barrel planters.  The Forge (next door) had 
a super display of flowers on show.  Another nearby property is for sale – was this the former barracks?  Croghan 
Community Centre – formerly the coop, we see – looks well although a couple more window-boxes would make a 
positive difference.
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positive difference.

There is indeed an abundance of beautiful mature trees in Croghan.  You hope to add more to this stock with 
planting planned for the coming season.  You also hope to plant more annual shrubs and wildflowers this year.  We 
advise against sowing wildflower seed.  Recent studies have shown that managing our existing vegetation gives 
better outcomes for both native plants and pollinators.  Could we refer you to the Tidy Towns Handbook on this and 
also to the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan?  By all means press ahead with native trees and shrubs.  These bring 
long-term benefits for any area. 

A great effort with hanging baskets was noted as making a very positive difference to your streetscape.  Planted 
areas with Lavender were admired too.  Grass cutting was underway on some of the verges at time of visit.

Here you tell us that you have participated in the No-Mow May movement – excellent.  This is very important for a 
range of early species.  You have also put up signage in order to inform people that these areas are manged for 
wildlife.  New to Croghan are bird nesting boxes and you also hope to get some bat roosting boxes in place as well.  
Bat Conservation Ireland have some really good information on this subject so have a look at this before you put 
them in place.  Thank you for the details on some of the wild species of Croghan.  It’s great to hear that you have 
Barn Owls in your area.  Do please inform Birdwatch Ireland of this if you haven’t already.  The flora and fauna of 
Croghan sign is very nice with lots in there.  The Hill of Croghan, a Beech-dominated woodland was visited and the 
train and bug hotel admired.  The little path here is lovely.  You could consider the planting of some native tree 
species here (Beech is non-native) and see if you can improve the biodiversity here.  We appreciate the efforts that 
are made for younger visitors here.  There are some very striking mature trees in Croghan including a lovely Horse 
Chestnut opposite Cois na hAbhainn.  Would you consider a 'low-mow’ project for the grass in the Green Area?  
Some tree-planting here is also highly recommended.  It would also add some privacy for householders nearby.  
Just a little past the church (on the left) there is a gateway where Giant Knotweed (an invasive species) was noted.  
Please bring this to the attention of the County Council as expert treatment of this is needed.

Here you tell us that you carry out weekly litter-picks and that you recycle what you can at the recycling plant in 
Boyle.  Well done.  You are doing your best to limit cigarette butt litter at the pub.  The national school assists with 
anti-litter days during term time – great! You have anti dog litter signage to encourage dog-owners to do the right 
thing.  Unfortunately, Croghan wasn’t litter-free on adjudication day.  Some discarded bottles and cans were found 
at the Pound and some odd items were found in some roadside areas.  

An old pump has been painted previously but is in need of your attention once more.  However, your lamp 
standards are in no such need and looked like new. The pump on the Carrick on Shannon road looks really 
impressive.  Another little touch up s required here too on the cow’s-tail handle.  A sign (looks quite new) has some 
good historical information on your village but we were so impressed with the 2003 Landscapes of Croghan sign.  
This is just gorgeous and has lasted so well.  We hope that you have stored a digital copy of this super piece of 
work.

Thank you for the information on the recycling carried out by your community.  There is no brown bin collection for 
food waste and this is so in many small towns and villages. There could be a good project here for you.  We’d 
advise you to contact your Environmental Awareness Officer who is expert in such matters and see if you can 
organise a Stop Food Waste project.  You could also consider a home wormery project.  Wormeries can be 
home-made and can deal with leftover food as well as other organic material.  Thank you for the information on 
composting of leaves and on the rainwater harvesting that you carry out in Croghan.  It was noted that on 
adjudication day street lighting outside the national school was still on in full daylight.  Perhaps the sensors of these 
should be checked.

Thank you for the great level of detail on your housing estates.  You tell us that there is a high standard of 
maintenance in these and indeed our visit confirmed this.  You are also proud of the houses in the Main Street and 
how well they are maintained and that’s great.  One derelict building is indeed in need of attention.   The Old Folks 
Homes are of unusual design but looked well on the day.  Some great efforts with window-boxes, including some 
that are home-made, were noted.  We could also see some super gardens.  Taking a peek at one was rewarded 
with a riot of colour.  On the street, people have put out and are tending to lots of planters.  Very good.  An old shed 
is used to display vintage farm machinery and looks very well with a little planting in front of this.  

Cois na hAbhainn is a nice little estate with well-kept greenareas and semi-mature trees that appear to be doing 
well.  Some more planted areas (e.g. just inside the estate) could be considered.  Ashfort enjoys a lovely setting 
with a backdrop of many trees and stonework.  The area of grass cutting here could definitely be reduced with some 
more tree-planting.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Here you supply some detail as well as your appreciation for the work of the Village Renewal Scheme.  More road 
resurfacing is to come and the footpaths will be extended too.  You intend to plant a new Whitethorn hedgerow to fill 
in the gaps in the existing hedgerow on the Elphin Road.  Do please include photographs of same for next year’s 
adjudicator.  Where the footpath doesn’t yet exist all the way to the school, could you use road markings to 
delineate a footpath for young people and parents? 

A lovely job has been done by you on your approach roads with really nice planting and name signs are as well-kept 
as you promised.  The grass is perhaps a little too well-cut.  Please consider adding some of the approach verges to 
your 'low-mow’ regime. The approach from Carrick on Shannon is lovely!  There is beautiful shade from the mature 
trees framing the route between the stone walls.  

Your new footpaths were appreciated on our walk around Croghan.  So too were the many stone walls that are a 
feature of your village.  Road markings and traffic cones let us know that more work is on the way!  The old Tostal 
sign on the Carrick on Shannon Road is in need of some expert painting to enhance the motif.  Well done on the 
planting here.  The fresh and well-kept bilingual welcome signage is appreciated. The entrance to the Shannon 
Gaels grounds is one of the nicer of such that this adjudicator has seen of late.  The mature trees and stone walls  
with a well-kept entrance with shrub-planting give an great impression.  Well done.

Concluding Remarks:

This was the adjudicator’s first visit to Croghan and it was really enjoyable.  Thank you so much for all the hard work 
and energy that you put into keeping your village looking so well.  Best of luck.


