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FWe are pleased to learn that the level of commitment is very good from the core committee.  You outlined that 
currently involvement from community, existing and new residents is low.  We see that you are taking measures to 
improve this and we are glad that residents on a stretch of street or road come together to manage their own 
street/road.  You are linking in with a variety of agencies that support your endeavours such as Roscommon County 
Council, Pobal, Roscommon Leader Partnership, OPW (Barracks maintenance), Joe Simon Hardware, Waterfront 
Restaurant and Curamach Strings.  You are in an ideal situation in that one of your committee members works in 
the school.  This is a great way of linking in for the Green Flag project and getting young people involved in your 
activities such as litter picking.  Congratulations on the opening of the John Mc Gahern Barracks Museum at the old 
Cootehall Garda Station.  It is remarkable that the project attracted 800 visitors over July – September last year.  
Well done. We commend the volunteers who provided the guided tours.
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We see that Roscommon County Council initiated a new footpath from the marina to the bridge and across the 
bridge under the Active Travel initiative.  This also has successfully slowed down the traffic with the bridge now a 
single carriageway with a Yield system.  Well done. We commend your efforts in clearing the shrubs at the old 
Bridge House Restaurant. We commend your efforts in receiving the grant from Creative Ireland to open up the 
downstairs section of The John Mc Gahern Barracks as a museum.  It is a key amenity in that the building is 
accessible to all of the community and to visitors alike.  We thoroughly enjoyed our visit to the museum.   The 
standard presented was excellent coupled with memorabilia, photographs, timeline, etc.  It is very well managed 
and laid out, e.g., policing history, local history.   We commend the volunteers who have devoted much time to this.  
We are delighted that all the building is used as it is a community house and provides opportunity for office space as 
well as community initiatives and talks. 
We see that  you made an application for funding to CLAR for a Gazebo in the park in 2022.  We wish you success 
with this endeavour. We agree that the Gazebo/Bandstand type feature would be a lovely enhancement to the 
riverside park.  We like your plan to have a footpath built from the Knockvicar turn off to the National School.  We 
wish you well with this initiative and funding  application.  This safer access would no doubt encourage more 
children to walk or cycle to school.
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We understand that seasonal flowers are purchased from Ardcarne Garden Centre.  We like your roster system 
amongst volunteers to ensure that the flowers are watered and fed regularly.  You were proactive in contacting 
Waterways Ireland to consider looking at the overgrown riverbank that adjoins the park area.  We are glad to learn 
that Waterways Ireland carried out maintenance work along the riverbank in February 2022.  M.J. Henry public 
house opposite the church has an attractive shop front.  The building beside it requires improved presentation. The 
church grounds are well maintained however, the gates need to be painted. The two buildings opposite the Church 
would also benefit with a fresh coat of paint.  
The entrance and carpark outside the museum is welcoming and maintained to a high standard.  The stone 
archway and planters adjacent to it are eye catching.  The play area is also of a high standard.  Close attention to 
detail is kept  at the museum and we liked the display of the antique bike and planters outside the building.  The 
outdoor seating and picnic area here is ideally situated. We commend you on the work completed at this amenity .  
We also liked the artistic display in the village to commemorate Shivnan's Forge and the tradition of black smithing.  
The pole wit the signposts  here will need to be straightened.
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that Waterways Ireland carried out maintenance work along the riverbank in February 2022.  M.J. Henry public 
house opposite the church has an attractive shop front.  The building beside it requires improved presentation. The 
church grounds are well maintained however, the gates need to be painted. The two buildings opposite the Church 
would also benefit with a fresh coat of paint.  
The entrance and carpark outside the museum is welcoming and maintained to a high standard.  The stone 
archway and planters adjacent to it are eye catching.  The play area is also of a high standard.  Close attention to 
detail is kept  at the museum and we liked the display of the antique bike and planters outside the building.  The 
outdoor seating and picnic area here is ideally situated. We commend you on the work completed at this amenity .  
We also liked the artistic display in the village to commemorate Shivnan's Forge and the tradition of black smithing.  
The pole wit the signposts  here will need to be straightened.

We acknowledge the school's efforts in establishing a bug hotel as part of their Biodiversity Plan.  We see that 
additionally they also have a Wild grass area and have planted fruit trees. We congratulate the school on their 6th 
Green Flag.  We didn't see the school flags displayed.  We understand that you have initiated a new plan for 
landscaping/maintenance.  Credit is due to the residents who drew up the plan.

The village was clean and litter free on the day of our visit.  We understand you organise regular litter pickups.  We 
are pleased that they are advertised via your Facebook page, local notes in addition to a sign placed on the bridge 
in advance of the meet up. Well done for having the litter segregated accordingly.  You are cognisant of controlling 
weed growth  naturally also. We commend the commitment from the school in organising their own litter clean up 
along the stretch of road approaching the school.  We are pleased that this is an annual activity of the school.

We are delighted to learn that  a local resident maintains a communal polytunnel in the green area opposite their 
home.  We noted that waste from the John Mc Gahern barracks is segregated accordingly.  We see that you are 
fuelling the museum with gas which is a cleaner fuel system.  We wish you every success with the new footpath 
project. The two new picnic benches are ideally situated on the lawn at the back of the John McGahern barracks 
and outside the playground area.  These are functional and will be used extensively by visitors to the playground 
and barracks.

We see that a new footpath is being built at the entrance to the housing estate on the Keadue Road (Quay West).  
This will indeed improve the safety of the layout of the entrance to the estate. We noticed the use of weed killer 
outside the estate wall.  Improved presentation is required here in addition to straightening the pole road signs.

The area outside the restaurant by Cootheall Lough is very well presented.  We noted the display signs and outdoor 
seating area.  The planters are maintained to a good standard and we liked the boat display containing the flowers. 
Well done. On the approach road from the school, there is an empty building to the right as one arrives at the 
junction.  This requires improved presentation.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Thank you for submitting your application to the Tidytowns Competition 2022.  Your application was well prepared in 
addition to the map.  We commend you on the work completed at the museum to date.  As noted earlier, we 
acknowledge the workload that has been taken on my volunteers here. We thoroughly enjoyed our visit the village 
and look forward to coming back sometime in the future.


