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You  have a strong commitment from volunteers in your group.  We commend them on meeting on an almost daily 
basis to organise maintenance and development work in Cloontuskert. Well done on receiving registration as a 
Charity in 2021. We are pleased to learn that you have two youth members on your committee.  You have strong 
links with Cloontuskert N.S..  It is ideal that they were able to assist you in the set-up of Cloontuskert as an SEAI 
Sustainable Energy Community.   We commend you on supporting the school in applying for grant funding in which 
all lighting was upgraded in addition to the upgrade of the main doors at the school building.  Congratulations on the  
launch of the IAF's “Workers' Villages” project at Christmas 2021.  You are linking in and receiving support from a 
wide variety of agencies such as Accenture, An Garda Síochanna and Bord na Móna.  Well done.
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We see that you have made efforts to maintain the ‘Old School’ .  We acknowledge your efforts carried out  here  
through local fundraising and voluntarily work.  We like your plan to  have a local travelling shop and upcycled 
coffee horse box visit the village on designated days at the front of the ‘Old School’ building.  This may create 
awareness of the potential to bring about your own community shop and the 'Old School’ as a community hub.  This 
will be a fine outdoor space for your GRETB Community Education course participants.
We see that you have an active Green Schools committee in the school.  The grounds of the school are well 
maintained however, no flags were on display on the day of our visit.  We commend you on your efforts on the 
adjacent Properties to the Old National School.  You are clearly making efforts to make the ‘Old School’ look neat 
and tidy.  We liked the 
the erection of historic photographic murals in 2018 dedicated to your history as a Bord na Móna housing scheme.  
Well done. We could see that you have let the rear of the Old School bloom with the erection of “Managed for 
Wildlife” signage.  We noted your continued efforts and links with Roscommon County Council Heritage Office.
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You are proactive in your efforts to transform the large former waste ground area at the rear of the village into public 
spaces.  We are impressed with the idea of the outdoor classroom.  We understand that Ballyleague Men’s Shed 
are involved in the  plans for this where the site area was levelled  in addition to lawn seeding, etc. 
We see you have a strong partnership with OPW Property Management.  We are glad that you have succeeded in 
removing the unsafe trees and organised pruning of other
trees in the village.   We understand that your Community Orchard was awarded An Taisce Green Flag status in 
November 2021.  We wish you the best with your entry to An Taisce Green Flag Community Award submitted in 
May 2022.  You have planted new fruit trees in March 2022 in the Heritage Sculpture Garden.  Well done to course 
participants for planting 32 fruit trees around the village.  It was clear that Joe’s Garden of Remembrance and Grotto 
area are both immaculately maintained by the Cloontuskert Cemetery Committee.  Joe’s Garden of Remembrance 
is indeed a sacred place and it was a most enjoyable and relaxing experience to visit here. The grotto is also well 
presented and we look forward to seeing it when the statue is in place. 
We were very impressed with the cemetery.  The standard kept by the residents in their gardens opposite the 
cemetery is outstanding.  Credit is due to the residents. The biodiversity and seating area behind the cemetery is 
also another hidden gem.  The attention to detail here with the seating and stone ornaments makes it a great area 
for reflection following a visit to the graveyard.  The work completed here is highly commendable in addition to the 
haven for wildlife in the field behind this area.
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May 2022.  You have planted new fruit trees in March 2022 in the Heritage Sculpture Garden.  Well done to course 
participants for planting 32 fruit trees around the village.  It was clear that Joe’s Garden of Remembrance and Grotto 
area are both immaculately maintained by the Cloontuskert Cemetery Committee.  Joe’s Garden of Remembrance 
is indeed a sacred place and it was a most enjoyable and relaxing experience to visit here. The grotto is also well 
presented and we look forward to seeing it when the statue is in place. 
We were very impressed with the cemetery.  The standard kept by the residents in their gardens opposite the 
cemetery is outstanding.  Credit is due to the residents. The biodiversity and seating area behind the cemetery is 
also another hidden gem.  The attention to detail here with the seating and stone ornaments makes it a great area 
for reflection following a visit to the graveyard.  The work completed here is highly commendable in addition to the 
haven for wildlife in the field behind this area.

You have engaged in several new projects in this category.  Well done on receiving funding to distribute community 
native wildflower-seed packs to lift the community during the pandemic.  We noted that you do not use pesticides or 
herbicides.  You are actively bringing about awareness to the boglands in Cloontuskert and we are impressed with 
the Cloontuskert Bog Walk organised in connection with the Reimagine project to showcase the scenery.  Well done 
on linking in with a biodiversity expert to give residents a tour of the wildlife and plant life. Congratulations on 
receiving the Green Flag Community Award for your work on the Community Orchard.  The flowers in addition to 
apple trees here are outstanding.  You have also created a pathway to walk around the orchard while maintaining 
tiered grass cutting.  The display of colour wildflowers also in this area is a great achievement.  We liked the 
boundary in place and the gateway into the orchard.  It is welcoming and safe.  We  enjoyed our visit to the SDG 
Outdoor Classroom.  This was another new project that you committed to in the past year.  We see that you 
collaborated with Ballyleague Men’s Shed.  Credit is due on the completion of full landscaping works and the 
construction of a surrounding wall.  We liked the timber steps leading back down to the road and the carved heritage 
sculptures are eye catching.  This area is also wheelchair accessible. Well done.

Well done to the volunteers who have all taken the Leave No Trace Ireland Pledge.  We see that you continue to 
advocate as a group for natural methods of weed/pest control. We noted your commitment in taking on an additional 
stretch of roadway at the L61005 ‘boreen’ roadway.  Well done on your selection by the local authority to take part in 
this Roscommon County Council scheme again in 2022.  Your volunteers are clearly dedicated in their collection 
and segregation of bags at your Tidy Towns Shed.

You are clearly proactive in this category also.  Congratulations to you on the creation of Cloontuskert Sustainable 
Energy Community.  You outlined that this is the first community selected nationwide for Bord na Móna’s 
Sustainable Energy Community pilot project.  We commend you on becoming the first community in county 
Roscommon to complete and officially launch of the SEAI Energy Master Plan in September 2021.  Well done on 
the allocation of funding to develop a Community Fridge/Vegetable Share Space on this site through the Accenture 
Sustainability Challenge.  Additionally, you acquired funding for SDG-related information signage.  We acknowledge 
your efforts here.   We see that you are reporting any incidents of lighting outages from streetlamps in the village to 
Electric Skyline. We are pleased to learn that the number of LED lights is increasing. We noted a structured 
composting system also in the compost/bay area next to the orchard, i.e. holding system, leafy mould, wormery.  
We acknowledge your commitment and dedication here.

We note your support to residents and see that you freshly painted a few side and back walls of houses this year 
with the owner’s permission.  We acknowledge your commitment and efforts to deal with the area at the rear of the 
Old School.  We understand that you oversaw the completion of a full-depth roadway replacement in ‘The Abbey’ 
housing estate a couple of years ago.  We are pleased to learn that the resurfaced road located within the estate is 
continuously maintained by weed removal along the kerb areas by both neighbours and volunteers. We commend 
their time and commitment here. We acknoledge your commitment and efforts to deal with the area at the rear of the 
Old School.  We are pleased to learn that the resurfaced road located within the estate is continuously maintained 
by weed removal along the kerb areas by both neighbours and volunteers.

We see that you have engaged in tiered grass cutting and have wildflower patches on both sides of approach roads 
to the village.  We are delighted you hosted your first Seachtain na Gaeilge this year to promote the use of the Irish 
language.  Maith sibh. Tús maith leath na hoibre !  We like the idea  you have for a future project in which you 
consider linking in with Ballyleague and Strokestown Tidy Towns groups for a heritage trail between Cloontuskert, 
Ballyleague and Strokestown.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Thank you for submitting you application to the Tidy Towns Competition 2022.  Your application was excellently 
prepared, detailed, and clear.  We understand that you have had an ongoing challenge with The Old School 
building.  You have kept on top of this issue and dealt with it appropriately.   Additionally, your map and photographs 
were clear and helpful.  You have engaged in a remarkable number of projects and activities over the past couple of 
years.   We thoroughly enjoyed our visit to Cloontuskert and look forward to visiting again sometime in the future.
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